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This isswe of the Vincuyta Macazine oF History anv Biocrapny is printed 
on paper stock manufactured from a formula devised by W. J. Barrow of 
Richmond, Virginia. 

Mr. Barrow, supported by grants from the Council on Library Resources, 
a subsidiary of the Ford Foundation, has confirmed through scientific tests a 
suspicion that has been distressing librarians and book collectors for many 
years: the paper used in printing most scholarly books and journals pub- 
lished during the past five or six decades has little more durability than ordi- 
nary newsprint. 

More specifically, modern chemical wood-fiber papers contain acid-pro- 
ducing substances that gradually debilitate the host, leading to weakness and 
brittleness and, in the end, almost complete disintegration of the sheets. 
Under ordinary usage and average storage conditions, books and journals 
printed on such paper become so fragile within one generation that they have 
to be restored at great expense, if they are to be preserved, or else discarded. 
If the situation is not corrected, the twentieth century, despite its technical 
progress and prodigious publishing activities, will bequeath to posterity a 
glaring hiatus in the archive of human experience. 

Mr. Barrow, internationally known for his work in restoring documents, 
has focused his attention on this “impermanence of our permanent records” 
and, as an antidote, developed the acid-free paper used in printing this issue 
of the magazine. It is the first time the stock has been used in printing a 
scholarly journal. Tests conducted by Mr. Barrow indicate that the stability 
and strength of the paper will endure for centuries. 

The paper is composed of well-purified chemical wood fibers: one-third 
sulfate, one-third sulfite, and one-third soda. The acid alum rosin usually 
used in sizing has been replaced by Aquapel, a product of the Hercules 
Powder Company. A number of trial runs of the paper were made by the 
Herty Foundation, Savannah, Georgia, but the first commercial run was 
made by the Standard Paper Company, Richmond, Virginia, and the stock 
is being distributed by the B. W. Wilson Paper Company of the same city. 
As usual, Whittet and Shepperson, of Richmond, printed the magazine. 
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THE RECORD OF VIRGINIA FORCES 
A Study in the Compilation of Civil War Records 


by Mertweruer Stuart 


Eanty in the struggle between the North and the South, Virginia, South 
Carolina, North Carolina, Alabama, and, much later, at least Arkansas 
and Louisiana felt the need to compile a re ord of the service of their citizens 
in the Confederate States Army. Their several efforts in official, contem- 
porary documentation form an interesting and little known chapter in the 
history of the war. 

Virginia, the earliest to take official action, was alone in authorizing from 
the outset a complete and accurate record of its soldiery and the history of 
its military units. South Carolina, North Carolina, and Alabama provided, 
at first, for either a memorial list of the dead or, as in North Carolina, for 
a Roll of Honor which combined the memorial list with a pendent list of 
those who had distinguished themselves in the service of the Confederacy, 
whether as soldiers or as civilians. 

All four of these state records were authorized in 1862; but, except in 
South Carolina, little or nothing was done to achieve their actual compila- 
tion until late 1863 or early 1864. By that time, the original concept of 
a memorial list, or a roll of honor, had come to seem inadequate. Their 
very nonexistence, moreover, made it easy then to broaden the original plan, 
whether by executive decision in North Carolina, or by legislative amend- 


*Dr. Stuart is professor of Latin at Hunter College, New York, N. Y. Source material for this 
study was collected in part with the aid of a grant made from the Penrose Fund by the American 
Philosophical Society. He wishes to thank the staff of “Old Army” for many courtesies extended 
him in that section of the National Archives. He is especially indebted there to Miss Mabel E. 
Deuterich and Mr. Raymond P. Flynn. He is also deeply obligated by many courtesies to the 
staff of the New-York Historical Society, and to the staff of the Rare Book Room of the New York 
Public Library. To Miss Margaret Hackett, of the Boston Athenaum, he is much indebted for 
several photostats of rare imprints. 
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ment in Alabama. South Carolina continued to limit its record to a me- 
morial list. Virginia’s problem was of a different sort; and Arkansas 
and Louisiana projected their records so late in 1864 that for them the 
problem did not arise. 

The activities and plans of the recording agents of these several states 
interacted upon each other in varying degrees. In the end, their combined 
influence upon the Adjutant and Inspector General of the Confederacy 
impinged so forcibly that his office was compelled in late 1864 to begin 
the compilation of historical rosters of the officers of all the Confederate 
regiments of each state. What began as a state effort to record Confederate 
military service thus gave rise to a parallel national compilation of more 
limited scope. Both the state records and the Confederate historical rosters 
anticipate the modern concept of contemporary military documentation em- 
bodied most recently by the historical units of the Second World War. 
Nowhere can this be seen more clearly than in the history of the Record 
of Virginia Forces. 


I 


The Record of Virginia Forces took its origin from Governor John 
Letcher’s recommendation to the General Assembly, in his message of 
December 2, 1861, “that the executive of the state be authorized to have 
complete and accurate lists of all the forces in the field made out and 
deposited in the state department, and that an appropriation be made to 
effect this object.” The Governor's interest was more broadly historical than 
these words suggest. “It is due to our volunteer and other forces,” he con- 
tinued, “that the state should preserve a record of their names, and the 
length of service, for future reference, and as part of the history of the 
commonwealth. The present is an important period, and every thing that is 
calculated to illustrate the history of the state or confederate government, 
should be carefully preserved for reference and use. The present times will 
have a historian, and the value of all history depends upon its accuracy. 
Care and attention now will provide and preserve the materials, and place 
them in reach of the historian of our age and generation.” 

The legislation which resulted on February 7, 1862, became Chapter 29 
of the Acts of the General Assembly.” Though barren at the time, it be- 


1Document No. 1, Message of the Governor of and ‘Documents (Rich- 
mond, 1861), p. xvii; Marjorie Lyle Crandall, Confederate Imprints: Theck List Based Princi- 
pally on the Collection of the Boston Athenaeum (Boston, 1955), no. 2279. 

Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Virginia, Passed in 1861-2, in the Eighty-sixth 
Year of the Commonwealth (Richmond, 1862), pp. 53-54, Chapter 29; Crandall, Confederate 
Imprints, no. 2272. 
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came the sole warrant for the energetic measures adopted in 1864 by 
Governor William (“Extra Billy”) Smith. By its provisions the governor 
was empowered to do all things necessary to have complete and accurate 
lists made of all the forces of Virginia, showing the time of service of each 
company, and whether they had enlisted voluntarily, or had been drafted; 
and to file the list in the state department. The expense of this record was 
to be met from the military contingent fund. 

At the same session of the Assembly, another act, entirely military in 
purpose, was passed on March 13, 1862, which seemed to assure another 
repository of basic Virginia military documents. By its provisions the 
Adjutant General of Virginia was required to take the necessary steps to 
procure “a correct and accurate list” of all volunteer forces of Virginia, 
present and future, in Confederate service. The list was to date “since the 
commencement of the present war with the United States.” The names, 
ages, residences, and dates of entry into service of all officers and soldiers 
were to be recorded “in the books of his office.”” 

In spite of these clearly worded enactments, these documents were not 
compiled. The basic cause was the initial failure to realize that a state 
record could not be compiled, with the limited staff and money available, 
from documents which were returned to Confederate authorities, and which 
were used by them for the current prosecution of the war. 

To bring the state record up to date, in March 1862, it was necessary to 
copy the muster rolls for April-June 1861 of the Virginia Forces; and the 
Confederate muster rolls for July-August, September-October, November- 
December 1861, January-February 1862, and the bounty pay muster of 
February-March 1862 for sixty-odd regiments of Virginia Infantry alone, 
besides Infantry battalions, and the units of Artillery and Cavalry. Neither 
Governor Letcher, nor General William H. Richardson, Adjutant General 
of Virginia, had the staff for such a task. In late 1862, moreover, they were 
threatened with the loss of their existing staffs to the better-paid Confed- 
erate bureaus.* The failure by the Confederate authorities to require of 
commanders of all Virginia military units an additional copy of future 
muster rolls for transmittal to state authorities guaranteed the progressive 
difficulty of satisfying the requirements of the two enactments. 

In 1863 the Virginia Assembly adopted a resolution which approached 
the problem locally, through the counties.* Though purely permissive, an 


3Acts, 1861-2, p. $3, Chapter 28; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 2272. 

4Pocument No. I, Message of the Governor of Virginia, and Accompanying Documents, for 
the Adjourned Session, 1863 (Richmond, 1863), p. xvi; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 2281. 

5Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Virginia Passed at Adjourned Session, 1863, 
in the Eighty-seventh Year of the Commonwealth (Richmond, 1863), p. 130; Crandall, Confed- 
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without tangible result, it is of interest because it foreshadows similar post- 
war enactments in Virginia after it had become evident that the legislation 
of 1884 had proved unproductive. 

Thus, though Virginia was the earliest Confederate state’ to recognize 
officially the need to collect the basic military documents for a history of 
her participation in the war, she was at the close of 1863 virtually so un- 
possessed of them as she had been in December 1861. The exceptions were 
the militia records returnable to General Richardson, and payroll copies 
of the muster rolls for April-June 1861 of the Virginia Forces, in the pos- 
session of Colonel Henry Hill, Paymaster General of Virginia. His ofhce, 
however, was abolished by the Assembly as of December 31, 1863, over 
the vigorous protest of Governor Letcher.* The Adjutant General's copy 
of the muster rolls for April-June 1861 of the Virginia Forces had been 
returned to Colonel R. S. Garnett, the Adjutant General of the Virginia 


erate Imprints, no. 2274. The resolution empowered the court of any county or corporation 
of the state “to purchase and preserve among its archives a suitable book wherein . .. shall be 
inscribed the names of al] persons belonging to such county or corporation, who have, or shall 
have, in any capacity, served honorably in the armies of the Confederate States or of this State, 
in the present war; and also, in a form to be approved by, and on proofs satisfactory to all 
members of any such court, sitting as such, a concise record of any acts of conspicuous merit 
that shal] have been performed by any such a. The adjutant general was to prepare these 
books and furnish them to the court at cost. With them, he was to supply lists “extracted from 
the army rolls in his possession, of all persons found listed therein as Giese to such county 
or corporation.” 
ter 413 of the Acts and Joint Resolutions Passed by the Assembly of the State of Virginia 

durin - Session of 1883-84 (Richmond, 1884), pp. 518-519. This act, passed March 13, 1884, 
provided “that it shall be the duty of the adjutant 1 to collect the names of all persons in 
this state who have served in the army or navy of the Confederate States or in the militia of the 
state in active service, during the war between the Confederate and United States, and to prepare 
rolls of the same.” Subsequent were Sections 381a, 381b of the Code of Virginia as Amended to 
Adjournment of General Assembly 1904 (St. Paul, Minn., 1904), sed in 1897-1898 and 
1899-1900, Section 3812 is — relevant to the resolution of 803, It provided that three 
reputable ex-Confederate soldiers might petition any county or corporation court for the filing of a 
muster roll of a military unit of the Confederate States Army organized, recruited, or enlisted in 
said county during the War between the States. When satisfied with the accuracy of the roll, the 
court was to order it recorded in a book which was to be kept in the clerk's office. It was to be 
entitled the muster rol] of said county or city, and was to have the same value as other records 
have. 

7Virginia: February 7, and March 13, 1862; South Carolina: September 17, 1862; Alabama: 
November 5, 1862; and North Carolina: December 20, 1862. 

8Document No. I, Message of the Governor of Virginia and Accompanying Documents, Called 
Session 1863 (Richmond, 1863), pp. xvi-xvii; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 2282. Com 
pare also Colonel Hill's ott (Document No. I, A dix to the Governor's message, ibid., >p- 
15-17. In spite of the abolition of his office, Colonet Hill transmitted to the House, on Smite 
13, 1864, a Tise of Virginia soldiers whose claims [for pay from Virginia?) were ready for payment, 
but whose addresses were unknown to the paymaster (Richmond Dispatch, December 14, 1864, 
p- 1). This prompted Thomas S. Haymond, of Marion County, to inquire ‘whether the law 

ssed at the last session abolishing the office of paymaster, wants amendment to make it effective.” 
(Richmond Sentinel, December 14, 1864, p. 1). Colonel Hill, as will appear, had been serving 
as Virginia’s agent for the settlement of claims of deceased soldiers since March 30, 1864, by 
appointment of Governor Smith. The list submitted in December, however, was not concerned 
with these. It was an item of business unfinished in 1863, a supplement, worthy of a more gracious 
reception. Colonel Hill’s career during the war merits investigation. 
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Forces. His office had been made separate and independent of the Adjutant 
General of Virginia by the Convention almost immediately after the Ordi- 
nance of Secession.’ After both Colonel Garnett and General R. E. Lee, 
Commander of the Virginia Forces, were sent into the field by Confederate 
authorities in the summer of 1861," the activity of the short-lived Head- 
quarters of the Virginia Forces withered to nothing by November 1861," 
and its files passed into the control of the Confederate Adjutant and In- 
spector General. 

In the meantime, North Carolina was beginning to achieve substantial 
results along more ambitious lines. An editorial in the Richmond Whig, 
March 31, 1864, quoting from an exchange, describes her effort as follows: 
“The State of North Carolina has a bureau for keeping a roll of honor. 
The record embraces the name, rank, residence, date of entering the service; 
whether volunteer, conscript or substitute; time and place of those wounded, 
killed, died, discharged, dropped, cashiered, or deserted; and a short military 
sketch of every officer and private from the State — including all battles in 
which each has participated — and his conduct in every engagement. Ten 
large volumes are thus devoted to the different battalions, regiments, etc. 
Another is to contain biographical sketches of all North Carolina Generals; 
and lastly, there is a mammoth ‘Scrap Book,’ in which are preserved sketches, 
resolutions, &c., from or concerning any of the North Carolina Troops, 
editorials, and personal references to special patriotic men and women who 
have displayed unusual exertions and sacrifices in feeding and clothing 
destitute soldiers and their families, &c. It is intended further, that all these 


volumes shall one day be printed with elegant engravings of all prominent 
"2 


North Carolinians.’ 


%Ordinances Adopted by the Convention of Virginia, in Secret Session, pp. 9-10 CAppended to 
the Journal of the Acts and Proceedings of a General Convention of the State of Virginia, Assem- 
bled at Richmond, on Wednesday, the thirteenth day of February, eighteen hundred and sixty-one 
[Richmond, 1861]); Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 2259. 

Douglas S. Freeman gives the sources in R. E. Lee: A Biography (New York, 1934-1935), 
I, 520, 530, $41. 

The last of the Special Orders issued by General R. E. Lee from the “Headquarters of the 
Forces,” Richmond, Virginia, was No. 237. No. 238, dated July 31, 1861, was issued “by order 
of the President.” Nos. 239-242 were issued “by order Secretary of War.” The remainder, Nos. 
243-314, were issued by the Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, and end, with No. 3° ., on 
October 25, 1861. These later Special Orders, which continue the serial begun at the headquar- 
ters of the Virginia Forces, ae wr the series begun by the Adjutant and Inspector General's 
Office in Montgomery, Alabama, and continued by his office unbroken in Richmond to the end 
of the series for 1861. 

The registers of Letters Sent and of Letters Received of the Virginia Forces came to an end in 
November 1861 (National Archives, Record Group 109). 

12The quoted paragraph was derived from an exchange which, unfortunately, the editorialist 
does not identify. 
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This Roll of Honor had been initiated by a resolution of the General 
Assembly of North Carolina ratified on December 20, 1862." Its com- 
pilation was not begun, however, until September 14, 1863, when Captain, 
later Major, James H. Foote, Assistant Adjutant General, was detailed to 
this task." A period of planning and preparation of the necessary stationery 
and blank forms followed. By May 16, 1864, the date of the Adjutant 
General's report (p. 21), returns had been received “from fifty-three regi- 
ments and several battalions and detached companies. About twenty regi- 
ments have been entered on the books. The returns are kept on file in the 
office as proper vouchers for all statements made. Accompanying the returns 
there is a historical sketch of each regiment, noting the battles, campaigns, 
etc., in which it has been engaged. Another book has been prepared to con- 
tain the military history of Generals and officers of the General Staff.” 

From this official report, it is evident that by May 16, 1864, North 
Carolina had advanced her Roll of Honor to the approximate point which, 
as we shall see, the Recorder of Virginia Forces hoped to reach by Febru- 
ary 1865. In North Carolina, on the other hand, work on the Roll had 
come to a virtual halt by January 1865. The clerk in the office of the 
Adjutant General, U.S.A., who examined the Roll of Honor in 1905, when 
it was lent to the War Department by North Carolina, reports to his superiors 
that “in no case is a casualty or any change shown later than Jany 1865; 
while for some organizations the latest dates are 1863, or 1864; and in a 
few organizations partial or no entries were made.” Sherman's ominous 
movements to the south in early 1865 undoubtedly account for the Roll’s 
terminal date; and in March 1865 Major Foote was demonstrably acting 
as Governor Zebulon B. Vance's representative in a delicate mission to 
Richmond.” 

Comparison with the official description given of the Roll of Honor by 
the Adjutant General of North Carolina, R. C. Gatlin, reveals that the 
description quoted by the Whig is factually accurate.” The reader familiar 


13Public Laws of the State of North-Carolina passed by the General Assembly, at its Session 
of 1862-63... (Raleigh, 1863), p. 44; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 1804. 

14Executive and Legislative Documents, Extra Sessions 1863-'64. Document No. 1, Adjourned 
Session 1864. Documents accompanying the Governor's message, Adjutant General's Report 
(Raleigh, 1864), p. 24. This is not listed under Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 1791, W 
it belongs, nor in Richard B, Harwell, More Confederate Imprints (Richmond, 1957). The above 
references are to the copy in the New York Public Library. 

15National Archives, Record Group 94: R & P File no. 718059. The accuracy of this descrip- 
tion has been confirmed by H. G. Jones, Archivist of North Carolina, to whom I express my 
appreciation of numerous courtesies. 

6War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate 
Armies (Washington, 1880-1901), ser. 4, Ill, 1156-1157, referred to hereafter as Official Records. 

I7Richmond Whig, March 31, 1864. In its extant form, however, the Roll of Honor is less 
detailed, and omits “conduct in every engagement.” 
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with the five-volume collection of the Histories of the Several Regiments 
and Battalions from North Carolina in the Great War 1861-65, edited by 
Walter Clark, and published at state expense in 1901, will recognize in 
the foregoing account of the Roll of Honor a foreshadowing of those vol- 
umes, if not their direct ancestor. 


South Carolina had also been at work on the compilation of her record. 
On September 17, 1862, Governor Francis W. Pickens was authorized by 
the legislature to compile a list of the South Carolinians who had fallen 
or had died in Confederate service." This, as we have seen, was, with the 
exception of Virginia, the prevailing form of record desired in 1862. Unique 
at this date was the decision of Governor Pickens to appoint a special agent 
for the purpose, William B. Johnston, at a salary of $1,.00 per annum, 
rather than to delegate the task to some other incumbent state functionary."* 

The editorial writer in the Whig of March 31, 1864, also quotes from 
Johnston's report to the legislature of South Carolina dated December 1, 
1863. This report reveals that considerable progress had been made by 
November 1, 1863.” By direct application to military commanders and 
appeals to relatives of deceased soldiers, Johnston had compiled an alpha- 
betical list of 4,089 South Carolinians who had died in Confederate service 
to that date. Of these, 2,239 had been killed or died of wounds, and 1,850 
had died of disease, or, in a few instances, of accidental causes. 

The Committee on the Military found Johnston's work “carefully exe- 
cuted,” and recommended the continuance of his agency on December 16, 
1863. This recommendation received the Senate's concurrence the follow- 


18Journal of the Convention of the People of South Carolina, Held in 1860, 1861 and 1862, 
Together with the Ordinances, Reports, Resolutions, etc. (Columbia, S. C., 1862), p. 440; Cran- 
dall, Confederate Imprints, no. 1881. Without naming Johnston, Governor Pickens reports the 
appointment of an agent in his message to the November Session, 1862, of the Legislature (Mes- 
sage No. 1 of His Excellency, F. W. Pickens, to the Legislature at the Regular Session of November, 
1862 (Columbia, S. C., 1862], p. 3; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 2104). The Act “to raise 

lies,” passed February 6, 1863, names William B. Johnston, prescribes his duties, and fixes his 
a (Acts of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, Passed in December, 1862, 
and February and April, 1863 (Columbia, S, C., 1863) . 98-99; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, 
no. 1900). The search required to identify William B. |. ae further has not been undertaken. 
In December 1864, however, he was one of the signers of a petition to James A. Seddon asking 
the dispatch of an army corps from Virginia to save South Carolina and Georgia (Official Records, 
ser. 1, XLIV, 1011). The prominence of the signers is suggested not only by the well-known 
names of some, but also by Seddon’s endorsement: “January 5, 1865. Respectfully submitted, from 
respect to the signers, to the consideration of the President. J. A. Seddon, Secretary of War.” 

Iotn Virginia, the Governor and Adjutant General were charged separately with the duty of 
compiling the record. In North Carolina and in Alabama, as in S« uth Carolina, the ay oy laid 
the responsibility upon the Governor. Governor Vance, of North Carolina, delegated the task to 
the Adieaans General; and Governor Thomas H. Watts, of Alabama, appointed a special agent. 

Report of the Recording Agent, December 1, 1863, in — and Resolutions of the General 
Assembly of the State of South Carolina Passed at the Annual Session of 1863 (Columbia, S. C., 
1863), pp. 145-245; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 1905. 
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ing day.” Johnston's claim for expenses as Recording Agent in the amount 
of $204.98 was also allowed by the Assembly on December 16, 1863.” 
On December 22, 1864, however, the Committee on the Military reported 
that “the roll is neatly executed, but slight examination showed that grave 
errors have been committed — errors so flagrant that confidence in the cor- 
rectness of the work is greatly impaired.” The errors cited by the committee 
are indeed flagrant. The.committee recommended, therefore, that the work 
of the agency be continued under the direction of Professor William J. 
Rivers, a classicist of South Carolina College, at a salary of $2,500.” 
Professor Rivers, whose “Roll of Honor” is still preserved, continued his 
work for three years after the war. Official scrutiny of his work has not been 
traced, however, beyond the favorable report of December 20, 1865, by 
the Committee on the Military and Pensions.” 

Alabama’s Military Records begin with a resolution ratified by the As- 
sembly on November 5, 1862. It is a virtually verbatim copy of the resolu- 
tion adopted by the Assembly of South Carolina on September 17, 1862.” 
As in North Carolina and Virginia, no effect was given the resolution for 
a considerable time. On December 7, 1863, however, it received an ampli- 
fying amendment by which the Governor was instructed to appoint a 
Superintendent of Army Records, “to ascertain the names, rank, organiza- 
tions, and facts concerning troops from the State that have been or may 
hereafter be mustered into the service of the Confederate States, that the 
same may be compiled into an Historical Record, to be preserved in the 
archives of the State, for the benefit and satisfaction of the living, as a 
grateful tribute to the memory of the dead, and as a welcome presentation 
to our posterity, who, in freedom hereafter, will proudly hail this glorious 
roll of the Patriot Sons of Alabama.” 


21Report of the Recording Agent, December 1, 1863... . pp. 403-404. 

2Report of the Recording Agent, December 1, 1863... pp. 371-372. A. S. Salley, Jr., over- 
looked Johnston's rt and its legislative approval in his account of Johnston's work (South 
Carolina Troops is Confederate Service |Columbia, S. C., 1913], I, vi). 

Reports of the Various Standing Committees, adopted at the Session of 1864 in Reports and 
Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina Passed at the Annual Session 
of 1865 (Columbia, S. C., 1866), p. 33. 1 am indebted to } H. Easterby, Director of the South 
Carolina Archives Department, for the information that Johnston's roll is not extant. 

24Ibid., pp. 169-170. For a fuller account of Johnston's and River's Rolls of Honor, see A. S. 
Salley, Jr., South Carolina Troops, pp. v-viii; and William J. Rivers, a sketch prepared by A. S. 
Salley, Jr., to commemorate the presentation of a portrait to Professor Rivers to the Charleston 
Library Society (1906). 

Acts of the Called Session, 1862, and the Second Regular Annual Session of the General 


Assembly of Alabama, ...(Montgomery, Ala., 1862), p. 204; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, 
no. 1459. For the comparable section (2) of South Carolina's resolution, see the Journal of the 
Convention of the People of South Carolina, Held in 1860, 1861, and 1862..., p. 440. 


26Acts of the Called Session, 1863, and of the Third Regular Annual Session of the General 
Assembly of Alabama (Montgomery, Ala., 1864), PP. 92-93; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 
one] Fowler’s undated, revised circular, pub- 


1461. The quotation is taken, however, from Co 
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In the same amendment, the Assembly authorized the Superintendent to 
aid in the collection of claims for pay, bounty, or commutation money 
that might be due by the Confederate States to any soldier from the state 
of Alabama who had died, or might in the future die, in the service of 
the Confederate States.”” Alabama thus combined the practical aspect of 
claim collection, of which more will be said later, and an historical record 
similar to North Carolina's Roll of Honor. Thomas H. Watts, who suc- 
ceeded John Gill Shorter as Governor of Alabama on December 1, 1863, 
while the General Assembly was still in session, appointed Colonel William 
H. Fowler to serve in this dual capacity. 

Colonel Fowler's prewar career, though he had been admitted to the bar, 
had been that of newspaper editor and legislator. On January 15, 1861, 
he resigned as Secretary of the Alabama Convention to join his company, 
the Warrior Guards of Tuscaloosa County, later Company H, 5th Alabama 
Regiment, of which he was commissioned captain May 11, 1861. In early 
1862 he organized and became captain of an Artillery battery, known as 
Fowler's Battery, and which for a time formed part of Fowler's Battalion. 
In 1863 it was attached chiefly to Cheatham’s Division of Hardee’s Corps 
of the Army of Tennessee. On September 20, 1863, Captain Fowler was 
wounded at Chickamauga, though not seriously enough to prevent him from 
filing his report.” 

Il 


In Virginia, in May 1863, former Governor William Smith was elected 
to succeed Governor John Letcher. In his inaugural address delivered 


lished some time after April 14, 1864, since it includes a printed extract of Special Orders No. 87, 
issued by the Adjutant and Inspector General's Office on that date (Official Records, ser. 4, II, 
299-300). The circular is rare. Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 1481, lists only the copy in 
the Boston Athenwum. No additional copy is listed in Harwell, More Confederate Imprints. 
There is, however, another copy of the post-April 14 circular in the National Archives (Record 
Group 109). A copy of Colonel Fowler's earlier circular, dated January 25, 1864, which he re- 
printed verbatim in his post-April 14, 1864, circular, is in the National Archives (Record Group 
109) and is published with Special Orders No. 87 in the Official Records. It is not listed by either 
Crandall or Harwell. Another unlisted copy of the circular of January 25, 1864, is among the 
holdings of the Alabama Department of Archives and History. I am indebted to Peter A. Brannon, 
Director, for this information, and express here my appreciation of numerous courtesies. 

27Acts of the Called Session, 1863, and of the Third Regular Annual Session of the General 
Assembly of Alabama, ... (Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 1461). 

284 biographical sketch of Colonel Fowler appears in Thomas M. Owen, History of Alabama 
and Dictionary of Alabama Biography (Chicago, 1921), III, 607-608; the muster rolls and rosters 
of Company H, sth Alabama Regiment, Colonel Robert E. Rodes (National Archives, Record 
Group 109), document his service with that unit from May 11 to December 28, 1861; see also 
Official Records, ser. 1, Il, 460; XV, 1069; XXIII, pt. I, 627, pt. Il, 959; XXX, pt. IT, 14, 256, 
271, 272, 274, 276, 286-287 (Fowler's own report on the Chickamauga campaign); XXXI, pt. II, 
659, pt. III, 620; XXXII, p.t Il, 587; LXII, pe. Il, 8. Fowler resigned his captain's commission 
to accept the Superintendency of Alabama Military Records with the rank of colonel on December 
16, 1863 (National Archives, Record Group 109). 
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on January 1, 1864, he made no reference to the compilation of a Virginia 
record. Governor Letcher's message to the Assembly of December 7, 1863, 
contained no reference to it either. Nor has evidence been found for such 
reference in the documents which accompanied the transmittal of Governor 
Smith's inaugural address to the Assembly on January 7, 1864. In any case, 
on Monday, January 11, 1864, Thomas J. Smith, Delegate from Russell, 
Wise, and Buchanan counties, moved that the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency “of recording the names of all 
Virginia soldiers who have been killed in battle, or died of wounds received 
in battle, or of disease while in the service of the state of Virginia, or the 
Confederate States, during the present war.” 

On February 2, 1864, John T. Anderson of Botetourt, Chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, brought in a bill (No. 136) “to authorize 
the governor to appoint an agent to make out a list of all the men furnished 
by Virginia to the Confederate States army, showing those who have been 
killed in battle or have died from wounds received or disease contracted 
in said army.”™ 

The bill thus combined Thomas Smith’s apparent object, namely, a 
memorial list comparable to South Carolina's and the earlier Rolls of Honor 
of North Carolina and Alabama, with the enactment of February 7, 1862, 
which authorized complete and accurate lists of the Virginia forces. It was 
laid on the table toward the close of the session after much parliamentary 
maneuver. Some of the significant issues are recoverable from the Journal 
of the House of Delegates and the Richmond newspapers of March 2, 
1864." The two which were clearly among the chief stumbling blocks 
were the expense of the proposed record and the problem represented by 
the inclusion or exclusion of deserters. These proved formidable also in the 
postwar years.” 


29Journal of the House of Delegates of the State of Virginia, for the Session of 1863-64 (Rich- 
mond, 1863), p. 57; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 2362. 

30Journal of the House of Delegates, 1863-64, p. 109. 

31 Journal of the House of Delegates, 1863-64, Pp: 140-141, 156, 172-173, 206-207; Richmond 
Whig, Sentinel, and Enquirer, March 2, 1864. e Richmond Examiner and Dispatch, of the 
same date, make no reference to bill No. 136 in their reports of the session of the House of 
March 1. 

32See the Report of the Committee on Finance and Banks of the Senate of Virginia in March 
1896. It is directed to the impassioned special message of Governor Charles T. O'Ferrall in which 
he requested an appropriation of $5,000 for “the copying of the Confederate rolls deposited in 
the War Department in Washington” (Journal of the House of Delegates of the State of Virginia, 
for the Session of 1895-96 [Richmond, 1895], p. 623). After reporting adversely on the Governor's 
request for an increased ee pre for the Confederate Soldiers’ Home, and favorably on the 
request for $500 to restore and protect the Lee Monument, the committee continues: “The con- 
dition of the State Treasury is such that the copying of the rolls of Confederate soldiers cannot 
now be provided for, but the same can be done at some future day, when the Treasury is better 
able to bear the expense, and there is no danger of the rolls being lost in the meantime.” (Journal 
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The text of bill No. 136, and that of the various substitutes proposed for 
it, appears to be irretrievably lost.* The general outline of the bill can be 
recovered, however, from the Journal of the Senate, the only known copy 
of which is in the Huntington Library, and from newspaper reports con- 
cerning the actions of the subsequent, called session of 1864-1865 of the 
Assembly, for which the Journal of the House of Delegates exists for a 
portion of the session only, and that in one known copy in the Boston 
Athenzeum. These show that bill No. 136 was reintroduced on January 11, 
on the motion of Mr. Smith, to reémerge as House bill No. 85. Like the 
Alabama legislation of December 7, 1863, it took the form of an amplifying 
amendment to the Act of February 7, 1862. By this amendment, the Act 
of March 13, 1862, which required the Adjutant General to compile com- 
plete and accurate lists of Virginia's soldiers, was repealed; and an ofhice 
of Recorder of Virginia Forces was established to achieve that object. A 
Recorder was designated, at an annual salary of $7,000, to be paid from 
an appropriation of $75,000, as provided, at least, in the version of 1865.™ 

The several substitutes offered for bill No. 136, in early 1864 most 
probably sought to limit legislation to the appointment of an agent for 
the collection and settlement of claims for money due deceased soldiers by 
the Confederacy, along the lines of North Carolina’s enactment of May 30, 
1864, which authorized the governor to appoint a Commissioner for the 
Benefit of the Representatives of Deceased Soldiers.* Such an agency 
promised to cost less than the office of the Recorder of Virginia Forces. 
It would also address itself to the urgent needs of many present constituents, 
unencumbered by the alleged needs of future historians. A bill enacted 
by the Confederate Congress on February 16, 1864, two weeks after the 
introduction of Bill No. 136, favored this approach. 


of the Senate of the Commonwealth of Virginia begun and held at the Capitol in the City of 
Richmond, on Wednesday, December 4, 1895, ...{Richmond, 1895], p. 650). 

The attitude toward the inclusion of deserters is well brought out by the Act of 1897-98 (Code 
of Virginia, 1904, Section 381a [2]) which provided: ...“and any citizen of county or city shall 
have the right to appear at said hearing” [for the purpose of recording the muster roll of a Con- 
federate unit]... “and show cause... why the name of any person on said muster roll 
should not be recorded, which cause may be that the troop, company, or person named deserted 
during the war, misbehaved before the enemy, or any other good cause pertaining to their record 
as soldiers; and if any such good cause shall be shown then the said court shall refuse to order 
said record to be recorded, or shall order that the name of the person or persons designated shall 
be omitted from the record of the muster roll.” 

33This bill is not listed by Crandall or Harwell, nor has it been found in the collections of the 
New York Public Library, the New-York Historical Society, or the Virginia Historical Society. 

MRichmond Sentinel, January 12, 1865, p. 2; Richmond Dispat h, March 10, 1865, p- 2; Rich- 
mond Examiner, March 10, 1865, p. 1. 

Public Laws of the State of North Carolina Passed by the General Assembly at its Adjourned 
Session of 1864 (Raleigh, 1864), p. 181; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 1808. 
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The Confederate enactment was addressed to the practical problem of 
expediting the settlement of the enormous number of death claims then 
pending in the office of the Second Auditor.” The problem which these 
claims presented, and the destitution of many of the claimants, heirs of the 
deceased soldiers, were so real that Governor Smith tried to relieve them on 
a state level by appointing a Virginia agent after the adjournment of the As- 
sembly. On March 30, 1864, he assigned to Colonel Henry Hill, now Pay- 
master General in title only, but still drawing the pay of his rank, the duty 
of acting as attorney for Virginia claimants without fee.*” Governor Smith 
managed in this way to separate the functions of the Agent for Claims and 
that of the Recorder. The benefits which accrued to the latter are revealed by 
the fact that it was Colonel Hill, not the Recorder, who subsequently found 
occasion to refer to the work and the literature prepared by Alabama's com- 
bined Claims Agent and Recorder. 


%These claims were filed by the wife, children, father, or mother, in that priority, of deceased 
soldiers, or by their agents, for money owed them by the Confederacy at the time of death for pay, 
clothing, or bounty, The numerous certificates, affidavits, and other documents which were required 
by regulation in support of these claims proved baffling to many claimants unfamiliar with legal 

ures. Long delay of settlement was a frequent consequence. Many pathetic letters can 
Sond among the death claims held by the National Archives written by or on behalf of such 
claimants. Attorneys appear to have taken advantage of their frustrations. 

37The appointment was published in the Richmond newspapers for a week beginning April 1, 
1864, under the heading: “Notice to Claimants for Military Service,” as a Special Order of the 
office of the Adjutant General of Virginia. In the Enquirer of April 5 it appears on p. 1. General 
Richardson concludes with these words: “The intervention of paid agents for claimants will, in 
no case, be permitted, it being the object to protect parties against them.” Governor Smith is more 
explicit in his message of December 7, 1864: “From my late connection with the army I could but 
learn the great inconvenience and expense to which soldiers are put in the adjustment of their 
claims against the Confederate government. The claims of widows and —— of those who have 
died or been killed in battle, were also difficult of adjustment, for want of proper information, and 
the great expense of prosecuting them before the government, resulting frequently in their abandon- 
ment or in the employment of agents at a ruinous compensation” (p. 16). 

On December 16, 1864, Luther D. Haymond, of 3raxton County, introduced a resolution 


directing the report of a bill rag for such an agent (Richmond Sentinel and Whig, January 


17, 1864). When the same Mr. Haymond (there were two Haymonds in this Assembly) sought 
to introduce his own bill for this purpose on January 25, 1865, John 7. Anderson, Chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, secured the substitution of his committee's bill (Richmond 
Sentinel, January 26, 1865). It provided for the establishment of “an agency in this city to prose- 
cute and collect all claims of deceased soldiers against the State of Virginia and Confederate 
Government. . .. The bill appoints Col. Hienry Hill as the agent.” (Richmond Sentinel, March 8, 
1865, and Richmond Whig and Public Advertiser, March 10, 1865). Colonel Hill was also to act 
“as receiver of the effects of such soldiers in certain cases.” (Richmond Sentinel, March 13, 1865). 
The bill was approved with amendments by the Senate on March 14 (Richmond Dispatch, 
March 15, 1865, and the semiweekly Sentinel, March 17, 1865), and by the House on ! farch 
15 (daily Sentinel, March 16, 1865). ; ey 
38Document No. XXIX. Report of the Paymaster General of Virginia. 1865, Called Session, 
1864-65; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 2283 (the only actual copy of those listed is that of 
the Boston Athenaum; Harwell, More Confederate Imprints, no. 873 indicates that the Virginia 
State Library possesses it in copied form). Colonel Hill’s report is dated January 25, 1565, and gives 
a clear account of the difficulties of his task and their main cause. His reference to Colonel Fowler 
is as follows: “I submit herewith, for your inspection, a pamphlet gotten up by Col. Fowler, the 
agent for the state of Alabama, entitled a ‘Guide for the Claimants of Deceased Soldiers,’ which 


1 have examined, and find very useful, and which has been approved by the comptroller and 
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The essentials of the Confederate enactment were three. One, free 
transportation for state agents to and from the army; two, the right of the 
agent to purchase subsistence for himself from army commissaries on the 
same basis as a colonel in the field of the Provisional Army, and, by later 
amendment, forage for one horse; and, three, the requirement that in return 
the agent file with the Second Auditor certificates from commanding officers 
attesting the deaths of Confederate soldiers.” Since these certificates were 
the sine qua non for the admission of such claims to settlement by the 
Second Auditor, the intent of the provisions is obvious. It is equally obvious 
from the language of the enactment that their use for purely documentary, 
historical state records was not contemplated. 

The legislative path of Bill No. 136 in the House of Delegates was 
followed with particular interest by the Richmond Whig, and to a lesser 
extent by the Sentinel and the Enquirer. The Dispatch and Examiner ig- 
nored it. As early as February 18, 1864, the Whig made reference to the 
bill’s status. When the bill was killed for the session, on March 1, the 
Whig and Sentinel reported the final debate at some length in their issues 
of March 2. The Enquirer limited its reference to a description of the bill, 
the fact that it was debated for an hour and a half, and that it was laid on 
the table. 

An interesting aspect of the reports in the Whig and the Sentinel is that, 


though they are identical copies of the same account, which of itself is not 
unusual, the Whig omits two paragraphs printed by the Sentinel. The first 
deletion is significant, the second is not. The first omitted paragraph reads: 
“The discussion of the above bill was continued. Mr. Anderson [Chairman 


auditor. If a copy of this book could be sent to the clerk of each county court, it would save the 
claimants from this state much time and expense, and greatly facilitate the settlement of these 
claims, and greatly diminish the amount of writing in this office. Col. Fowler has no interest 
whatever in the sale of the book, he having disposed of the copyright for a sufficient number to 
supply his state, and a copy for each regimental commandant therefrom.” This “pamphlet” is 
a 72 page compendium of all laws and procedures governing the settlen’ent of claims, published 
by Geo. P. Evans & Co. of Richmond in August 1864 at $5.00 a copy It was in galley ned 
in late July, and is a monument to the ability and energy of Alabama's Superintendent of Military 
Records. The Whig of August 23, 1864, announces its publication with a genuine warmth which 
was not normal to announcements of items “advertised in another column of this paper.” For 
the modern student of Confederate claims and varied commutations and allowances it is still the 
indispensable vade mecum. Its Crandall listing is no. 2413. 

WP ublic Laws of the Confederate States of America Passed at the Fourth Session of the First 
Congress 1863-64, Edited by James M. Matthews, p. 190 (Richmond, 1864). Its caption reads: 
“Feb. 16, 1864, Chap XX XIX—An act to aid any State in communicating with, and perfecting 
records concerning its troops.” The amendment was passed May 31, 1864 ( ». 255). The Act of 
February 16, 1864, was issued as paragraph 2, General Orders No. 29, Adjutant and Inspector 
General's Office, March 5, 1864; and the amendment was issued as paragraph 15, General Orders 
No. 53, issued by the same authority, June 17, 1864 (General Orders from the Adjutant and 
Inspector General's Office, Confederate States Army, from January 1, 1864, to July 1, 1864, 
inclusive. Prepared ... by R. C. Gilchrist Acting Judge Advocate General (Columbia, 1864], pp. 
44, 142; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 1345). 
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of the Committee on Military Affairs] being entitled to the floor, spoke 


in opposition to the bill in its present shape; but he was a friend of the 
bill, if some provisions were altered.” Whether the story originated with 
the reporter of the Sentinel or of the Whig, it seems clear from the Whig’s 
background of interest that the editors of that paper did not regard Mr. 
Anderson as a true friend of the bill. The depth and abiding nature of the 
Whig’s interest in Virginia's record was confirmed soon after by the publi- 
cation of a series of long editorials on the Record of Virginia, which com- 
menced with its issue of March 31. 


Ill 


These editorials constitute the live birth of the Record of Virginia Forces. 
They represent also an illuminating example of Governor Smith’s political 
skill. Through them he was able to bring into being only a month after the 
Assembly’s adjournment on March 10, and sustain for the remainder of the 
war, the most ambitiously organized of all contemporary attempts to docu- 
ment state participation in the conflict. 

Their author reveals himself a skillful pamphleteer. He begins the first, 
entitled “The Record of Virginia in the Present War — Apathy of her 
Citizens,” with the charge that Virginians are lazy and indifferent to their 
fame. This is the only explanation for their neglect of the documentation 
of their achievements in the present war. He offers as proof Virginia's 
neglect of her Revolutionary relics and documents. These, he alleges, she 
has allowed to perish or to pass into the possession of northern collectors 
and historical societies.** Scorning the Virginia Historical Society, which he 
describes as “dead or hopelessly dormant,” he charges its Executive Com- 


“The second deletion offers no ready clue. It reads: “Mr. Robertson offered an amendment 
to cover the case [the inclusion or exclusion of deserters], but it is too lengthy for insertion.” 

#aNo effort has been made to document these charges. Without more precise specifications a 
confident verdict on their merit could hardly be reached. The sale, however, initially announced 
for May 13, 1861, by Bangs, Merwin & Co., in New York of Judge John B. Clopton’s collection 
of early American imprints conforms to the charges so closely as to deserve mention. Judge Clop- 
ton had been a charter member and officer of the Virginia Historical Society from its founding 
in 1831 (Early Records of the Virginia Historical Society, ed. William M. E, Rachal, VMHB, 
LXVII [19509], 1-29, 186-206, 332-360, 450-469, LXVIII [1960], 92-103) until it became 
dormant during 1838. The Richmond Daily Whig of April 19, 1861 (p. 2), reports the sale 
in a prominent position on its editorial pore and describes Judge Clopton’s library as “one 
of the largest and most valuable private collections in the country.” After this preface, it quotes 
a description of the collection’s sale catalogue reprinted from an unidentified New York news- 
paper, reproduced here, in part, as follows: “The catalogue of the late Hon. John B. Ck _, of 
Virginia, comprises a greater assemblage of literature than perhaps of any other sale that has 
ever taken place in this country. The specialty of Judge Clopton seems to have been the political 
history of this country as shown in the ephemeral literature of the period. Among these tracts we 
notice three referring to Lord Howe, Aaron Burr, Sir Guy Carleton as especially rare. One is 
entitled, ‘Remarks occasioned by the late conduct of Mr. Washington as President of the United 
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mittee with failure to hold a single meeting since the outbreak of the war. 
Since the death of Conway Robinson, its Chairman, no one had arisen 
“to fill his place, and, without him, the very existence of the Society has 
been forgotten.” Just before this outburst, he had cited Mr. Howison, “the 
Assistant Editor of this paper,” as one of the few who had engaged in active 
collection “for the express purpose of preserving the materials of Virginia 
history.” This information throws light on the extraordinary interest of 
the Whig in Bill No. 136, and in the subject of a Virginia Record. 

The editorial continues with an unfavorable comparison of the inertia of 
Virginia with the documentary achievements of North and South Carolina 
described above. It concludes with a long outline for an ideal record of 
Virginia's participation in the war which embraces thirty-eight categories 
of documentation of service in the military, naval, and civil branches of the 
government. The volumes of such a record were to be printed by state 
authority, at state expense, or by subscription. The work was to be entitled, 
“The Record of the Commonwealth of Virginia During the Second Great 
War for Independence and State Rights.” It was to be printed handsomely, 
and handsomely illustrated. The writer does not conceal that this work 
would be costly. To produce it, he advocates the establishment of a bureau, 
to be headed by a competent chief, assisted by a number of clerks. 

His peroration, as the subsequent editorial reveals, is disingenuous. “We 
have little idea,” he writes, “that this record will ever be made. The Legis- 
lature will not vote the money. There will be a cry about creating new 
offices, and, if nothing else prevents, there will be that omnipresent Virginian 
laziness in the way. All we can do, is to call the attention of Gov. Smith 
to the subject, to which we may recur at an early day, when we shall present 
another suggestion; which will, perhaps, be more feasible, and scarcely less 
useful than the great Record which we have projected.” 

On April 5, under the title, “The Record of Virginia in the Present War,” 
he begins his second editorial by quoting the above passage to the words: 
... “to call the attention of Gov. Smith to the subject.” “Of course,” he 
continues, “we were not aware that the Legislature had already taken steps 
in the matter. The following speak for themselves.” He then quotes ver- 
batim the acts of the Assembly already cited which were passed on February 


States;’ another, “The Coffee Scuttle.’ Tracts by Edmund Burke, Thomas Paine, various orations 
on Washington; in all over three thousand separate tracts and pamphlets of great value. Such a 
collection should be kept intact for a state or city library.” 

These words printed April 19, 1861, give substance to the charges ee March 31, 1864, and 
point to a source of their bitterness. They demonstrate, furthermore, that the interest of the Whig 
in the Record of Virginia Forces had deeper roots than the documentary frustrations of 1864. 
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7 and March 13, 1862, authorizing the governor and requiring the adjutant 
general to compile complete lists of the military forces of Virginia. 

The text of these enactments is followed by two paragraphs which are 
the heart of the Whig's campaign. 

It will be seen that the act of Feby 7th 1862, covers nearly the whole ground. “The 
Governor is hereby empowered to do and to have done all things [the italics are original] 
necessary to carry out the intent of this act, and the expenses necessarily incurred in 
carrying out the same shall be paid out of the Military Contingent Fund.” The Act 
does not contemplate so extensive a record as that outlined in the Whig, but we cannot 
doubt that the “intent” of the act comprehends a full and complete Record, worthy of 
the part which Virginia has taken in the war. 

More than two years have elapsed since the passage of these acts, and yet nothing 
has been done. Not the first step has been taken. It would seem that the accusation 
of Virginian laziness and indifference to fame preferred by the Whig, is not unfounded. 
We are gratified to learn that Gov. Smith has taken the subject in hand, and will, at 
the earliest opportunity, make the necessary arrangements for preserving a Record which 
shall be in all respects worthy of the State, its soldiers, and its people. 


Two days later the Whig resumed its campaign under the heading, “The 
Record of Virginia.” The writer's introductory purpose was to demonstrate 
that, since fully adequate provision had been made by the Assembly for 
“a Record of the State’s service in the War... it will be his [Governor 
Smith's] fault if the Record is not made.” But no personal attack on the 
Governor was thereby intended. This editorial of April 7 was especially 
devoted to the demonstration of wide popular demand and support of the 
Record. The Governor was compelled, as he himself claimed in his message 
to the called session of 1864-1865," to respond to the popular will after 
the adjournment of the legislature. The Whig’s editorials, and this one in 
particular, were to be submitted in evidence. The Whig did not wish, 
however, to leave the impression that the Governor was recalcitrant. “Aware 
that the sooner the work is begun,” it continues, “the better it will be exe- 
cuted, Gov. Smith, we learn, will take this matter up and carry it through 


41“After your adjournment, I was repeatedly called upon to take steps to make a record of 
the Virginia forces... . Yielding to what seemed to be public sentiment, and instituting an exami- 
nation to see what laws (if any) had been passed upon the subject, I found an act passed 
February 7th, 1862, entitled ‘an act to empower the governor to have made out, and filed in the 
state a complete lists of the Virginia forces.’ In the preamble of the act the — 


indicated above seems to have been intended by the legislature; and as the power is conferred 
by that act upon the governor to do all things necessary to carry out such intent, I organized a 
board accordingly, by the a of Joseph Jackson, jr. as the head thereof, with an 
assistant.” Document No. I, Message of the Governor of Virginia, and Accompanying Documents. 
Called Session, 1864-65 [Richmond, 1864], pp. 16-17; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 2283. 
The message is reprinted in the Official Records, ser. 4, Ill, 905-926, and by the Whig and 
Sentinel of ecnaiber 9 verbatim, and by the Dispatch of December 8 in synoptic form. The 
Enquirer and Examiner have not been checked. 
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with his known energy so soon as the pressure of present business permits. 
The whole State will commend his promptness in executing so important 
a work.” 

The second paragraph offers further evidence indirectly of public interest 
in a Record. “We are glad to learn,” it begins, “that we erred in stating that 
no step had been taken to carry out the provisions of the Acts of February 7th 
and March 13th, 1862. Governor Letcher paid considerable attention to 
the subject, and, as fruits of his labors, there are now in Adjutant General 
Richardson's office quite a number of muster rolls.” The exiguous nature 
and slight number of these “fruits” have already been outlined above. The 
duties of General Richardson, the editorialist goes on to say, were too arduous 
to permit him to devote himself to the compilation of a proper Record. This 
task required the entire time of a competent officer. “South Carolina has 
an agent, whose sole business is to keep a record of the dead and North 
Carolina has a special bureau charged with the accumulation, classification 
and preservation of the materials of a complete State Record.” The Act of 
Congress of February 16, 1864, he continues, “shows that Congress con- 
templated the appointment of a Recording Agent in each of the States, and 
made the requisite provisions for facilitating his labors.” The full text of 
the Act, already outlined above, follows. 

The implicit charge of Virginia's neglect in the renewed appeal to the 
example of other States — Alabama's activity, be it noted, was still unknown 
to the writer — is not pursued. It had been made with sufficient vigor in 
the initial editorial. The theme on April 7 was the widespread public interest 
and support of the Record. To this end, the editorial concludes: “What 
reception the proposition made by the Whig, in regard to the Record, met 
in the State may be ascertained from the following letter, which comes from 
a member of the Virginia Senate, and which, we doubt not, represents the 
sentiments of every true Virginian. We have conversed with a number of 
gentlemen on this subject, and have yet to meet one who does not heartily 
approve the plan which we have proposed of a full and complete Record 
of what the Old Commonwealth has done in the war. 

“But here is the letter to which we refer.” 


Court House, ie 


April 2d, 1864.1 
To the Editor of the Whig: 


Dear Sir: 1 have just read, with real satisfaction, your editorial of the 31st ult., on 
the “Record of Virginia,” and cordially approving the suggestion in respect to the ne- 
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cessity and the mode of preserving the material for that invaluable history which our 
gallant soldiers are making, I venture to return my thanks for the interest you have 
taken in this subject, with the hope that you will fulfill your promise of making further 
suggestions at a future day. 

I deeply regret that the Legislature has not heretofore taken some such steps as our 
sister States of North and South Carolina have done, to perpetuate a record of which 
our posterity will have great reason to be justly proud. 

Whatever may be the outlay, it will be labor and money well expended, that will 
do justice to the brave men who have perilled their lives in defence of our liberty. And 
to the future historian and student no volumes will open a richer and more interesting 
treat than a sketch of all Virginians who have borne an honorable part in the grand 
struggle for human rights, in which they have had a noble and conspicuous share. 

I have filed away your issue of the 31st ult. for reference when we shall meet again. 

I trust that, as you have already given the subject some attention, you will again 
favor us with such additional sketches as may occur to you. 

Intensely Virginian in all my feelings, I am unwilling that even one ray shall be 
lost of that new lustre which the gallantry of her soldiers has shed upon her name. 

Returning my thanks for your timely and well-considered editorial, 


I am yours truly, &c. 


Unusual evidence of general interest in the editorial of March 31, filed 


away by the anonymous senator, comes from the copy of the Whig of that 
issue in the file held by the New-York Historical Society. This copy has lost 
by clipping precisely that portion of the issue in which the editorial was 
printed. Whether the remover approved, as the senator did, or disapproved 
what he had read there, his act leaves no doubt concerning his interest. 

The longest and most suggestive of the Whig's editorials, which were all 
reprinted with equal prominence in its semiweekly Richmond Whig and 
Public Advertiser, appeared on April 11. The following day it was reprinted 
approvingly by the Enquirer in lieu of its own leading editorial. It begins, 
under the title, “The Record of Virginia—Battle-Roll of the Army of North- 
ern Virginia,” with a column of quotation and discussion of a passage taken 
from Burke’s Peerage on the Norman Battle Abbey and “its still more 
famous Roll.” The Army of Northern Virginia, the writer continues, is 
representative of the entire Confederacy, for each state had contributed to it. 
It deserved a fitting memorial. “The day of Abbeys, Monasteries and Monks 
is past forever,” the writer asserts, “but the arts of modern civilization enable 
us to record the history of heroic actions in a manner far superior to the 
written annals of the ancient days. The printing press and the photograph, 
by so much as they excel in rapidity and acc uracy the pen of the monk and 
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the limner’s pencil, place it within our power to preserve the Muster Roll 
of the Army of Northern Virginia and to erect in honor of its deeds a ‘monu- 
ment more enduring and worthier than Castles or Abbeys.’ ” 

To realize this memorial, the writer proposes the formation of the “His- 
torical Art Association of the Confederate States.” The titular officers were 
to be distinguished personalities of the Confederacy. The real work was to 
be done by the Executive Committee, the chairman of which was to be 
“a man who will give his heart and soul to the work.” All the ten sections 
of the By-Laws of his proposed Historical Art Association are of interest. 
They amount to a rough sketch for a modern military historical unit. Space 
limits citation to sections IV, LX, and X. 

Section IV declares that, “The primary object of the Association shall be 
the collection in one magnificent volume, handsomely embellished and 
bound in the most durable manner of a series of engravings (executed in 
steel,) in the highest style of the art, by the best artists, and from photo- 
graphs taken on the spot of all the great battle fields in which the Army 
of Northern Virginia, or any considerable detachment of it, has been on or 
may hereafter be engaged.” 

Section IX recommends that, “The Historiographer should accompany 
the Photographer, for the purpose of furnishing a written description of 
the battle field, as it appeared when the photograph was taken, and to obtain 
other data which might be of use to him in compiling his volume.” 

Section X, in the context of the long discussion of Battle Abbey, is so 
prophetic as to invite a separate investigation which it cannot receive here. 
It declares that, “The secondary object of the Association should be the 
collection and preservation of historical relics, records, etc. If the Association 
prospered, and accumulated money, its aim in the future would be to have 
executed, by the foremost painters of the day, a series of historical paintings, 
on a large scale, of the great battles fought by the Army of Northern Vir- 
ginia — the paintings to be based upon the official Reports and Plans, — the 
scenery depicted by the Photographer, and the descriptions of the Histori- 
ographer of the Association.” Though written in 1864, this secondary object 
is almost a blueprint for the present headquarters of the Virginia Historical 
Society in Richmond, better known as “Battle Abbey,” which, as the Con- 


42In the penultimate paragraph, the writer declares: “It may be said that the ‘Battle-Roll’ like 
the ‘Record of Virginia,’ is a work to be consummated only in time of peace, True, yet the longer 
both are delayed, the less complete and accurate they will be. Battlefields will be ploughed up, 
trees cut down, fortifications crumble, and the whole landscape be so changed as to become 
scarcely recognizable. Such is the case today, with the field of Manassas, compared with what 


it was in July ’61.” 


f 
4 


22 The Virginia Magazine 


federate Memorial Institute, was begun in 1912, decorated with Charles 
Hoftbauer’s famous murals, and opened to the public in 1921." 

As an appendix to the Battle-Roll of the Army of Northern Virginia, the 
author suggests a Muster Roll, “containing a full and complete list of every 
man who belonged to that Army, and, for what time he served.” He saw 
this as a huge and separate companion volume. 

Concluding with the more immediate and practical considerations of the 
moment, the writer declares, “We have shown that the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia and the Confederate Congress have made ample provision for the 
execution of the Record in question. The Legislature has voted all the money 
that may be necessary [sic!], and the Congress has authorized the Secretary 
of War to place the Record-Agent on the same footing as an officer of the 
regular service. Supplies of all sorts at government cost and free transpor- 
tation are furnished him. In return, the Agent is required only to procure 
from company officers ‘final statements of deceased soldiers, to be filed in the 
Second Auditor’s office.’ ” 

Not content with this somewhat arbitrary juxtaposition of different 
legislative enactments originating in separate bodies, at different points in 
time, and in intent having no relation to each other, the author of the 
editorial concludes with a personal interpretation designed to establish 
internal coherence. “By allowing each Recording Agent,” he continues, 
“the rations, etc., of the regular service, it is evident that Congress contem- 
plated the appointment of an officer who should devote his whole time to 
the duties of his office and be paid accordingly. It was the expectation, 
doubtless, of those who framed the Act that each and every State of the 
Confederacy would have its Recording Agent, and that no State would 
be so negligent of its interests and its fame as not to appoint such an Agent. 
If the appointments are not made the blame rests not upon Congress, but 
upon the Governors and State Legislatures. Our own Virginia Legislature 
has done its duty, and our Governor, we are fully persuaded, will do his.” 

The faith of the editors of the Whig in Governor Smith was quite justi- 
fied. On April 14, the Whig announced in its leading editorial, entitled, 
“The Record of Virginia — An Agent Appointed,” that Joseph Jackson, Jr., 
of Richmond was the newly commissioned Record-Agent of the State of 
Virginia. Inevitably, it ascribed to him relationship to Stonewall Jackson, 
only to retract it two days later. The new agent was reported to be “patient, 
laborious, systematic and accustomed to the peculiar character of the work 


43Robert L. Scribner, “Born of Battle,” Virginia Cavalcade, vol. III, no. 3 (Winter 1953), PP- 
24-32, also printed in American Heritage, vol. V, no. 3 (Spring 1954), pp. 32°40. 
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which he has undertaken. He will at once proceed to the discharge of his 


duties.” This final declaration, we shall see, was completely true. 


Now that the die had been cast, and an agent appointed, the editors felt 
at liberty to take their readers more closely into their confidence, particularly 
with regard to the realities of financing the Record. The editorial continues: 


It is impossible for any one or two men to perform the duties of the Record office. 
There must be a Bureau, and Mr. Jackson must have his paid assistants, and cooperators 
in the army and in each of the counties of the State. The clerks and sheriffs may be 
required to make out county records, and clergymen and gentlemen of leisure will 
lend a hand, out of pure love for the State. 

The Military Contingent Fund is inadequate to the support of a properly-organized 
Bureau, and Governor Smith, we learn, is unwilling to overstrain his authority and 
incur expenses which might not be sanctioned by the Legislature. The act of February 
7, 1862, authorizes him “to do and have done all that may be necessary”; but this ample 
power is limited by the Military Fund, on which there are many demands from other 
sources. Hence, should there be no meeting of the Legislature until next December, 
the Recording Agent may be much hampered, and, perhaps, thwarted in his designs. 
This may be obviated by the sense of the people as given in the newspapers, and by 
letters from Senators and Delegates to the Governor. It would be well for the press, 
at once, to speak out, and for letters in question to be written without delay, so that 
the Governor, sustained by the opinion of the State, might proceed at once to organize 
the Bureau in a proper manner. 

We congratulate the people and the soldiers of Virginia. The first step towards the 
formation of a becoming Record has been taken. Let the Governor be sustained in the 
important work which he has begun. Other States will follow the example of Virginia 
and the two Carolinas. Each State will have its Record. Good soldiers will know that 
their gallantry and fidelity will not be forgotten, but be handed down to the latest 
posterity. Bad soldiers will be handed down to everlasting infamy. A great and good 
work has been commenced, and no petty parsimoniousness should interfere with its 
prompt prosecution. What say the press and people of Virginia? 


The Dispatch said its say in a somewhat perverse way the very next day 
in an editorial entitled, of all things, “Roll of Honor’! That this choice 
was not an inadvertence, nor the result of insensibility to its associations, 
is clear from its opening paragraph. “For the purpose of preserving the 
names of the soldiers of Virginia in this war, the Legislature of Virginia 
has made provision for obtaining and publishing a list of all men, including 
officers, whom Virginia has furnished to this great contest. North Carolina 
has done the same, and the officer who shall be charged with the duty of 
carrying out the resolutions of the Virginia Legislature cannot do better 
than adopt the mode of performing the work which has been employed 
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in North Carolina, whose Government has exhibited in this, as in all other 
matters, a rare combination of genuine patriotism and practical wisdom.” 

After two paragraphs on the meritorious nature of the private soldier, 
the writer concludes with a sentence which demonstrates, at least, his un- 
familiarity with North Carolina’s project. “The least honor we can bestow 
upon such men is the preservation of their names in a plain and simple 
volume, one copy of which should be placed in the hands of every soldier 
and officer's family, to bear down their glorious names to posterity.” 

Alert to the misapprehension which these words could create, the Whig 
quoted them in a brief editorial of April 16, to continue: “Well. We should 
be content with that; but the simple Muster-Roll would make many large 
volumes. A proper Record should be commensurate, in style and contents, 
to the part played by the Commonwealth in this great struggle.” 

This editorial, now that the Record was in being, was the Whig’s final 
reference to it during April. It is limited, on the surface, to corrections and 
acknowledgments. The retraction of the Recorder’s kinship to Stonewall 
Jackson; recognition, finally, of Alabama’s “preparation of a becoming 
Record;” warm thanks to the Enquirer for its advocacy of the Record of 
Virginia on April 12; and more perfunctory thanks to the Dispatch. But 
these brief paragraphs are a masterpiece of subtle propaganda. They remind 
their readers that the Record was an established fact; they demonstrate that 
two of Richmond's oldest newspapers approved of it; they counteract the 
possible ill-effect of the Dispatch’s “co-operation”; and they adduce, indi- 
rectly, the example of Alabama as a fourth State committed to a record. 
The final paragraph is an exhortation to the press and the people of Virginia 
to “sustain Governor Smith in the worthy work which he has undertaken. 
To this end, a free and prompt expression is desirable.” 


IV 


Joseph Jackson, Jr., received his appointment on April 13, or, possibly, 
too late on the twelfth to permit the Whig to announce it on the thirteenth. 
Conceivably, of course, the appointment could have been made earlier and 
its announcement deferred to the fourteenth. In any case, Jackson did, 
indeed, proceed at once to the discharge of his duties, as the Whig reported. 
On the fifteenth, he had already written Samuel Cooper, Adjutant and 
Inspector General of the Confederate States Army, informing him of his 
recent commission as Recorder of Virginia Forces, and that “much of the 
material needed to complete this record must be obtained from the Depart- 
ments of the Confederate States, and especially from your Bureau.” He 
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requested of Cooper “all the facilities for collecting this information which 
your rules will permit.” The two paragraphs of the editorial of April 5 
which quoted verbatim the Acts of February 7 and March 13, 1862, are 
pasted as a clipping to the third page of the folded-sheet letter.“ 

On April 18 Jackson addressed a similar letter to James A. Seddon, 
Secretary of War. The third and concluding paragraph requested that the 
Secretary certify the writer “as entitled to the aid afforded by the Act of 
Congress on the subject approved February 16, 1864,” and to afford him 
“all the facilities and courtesies from the Bureaus of your Department and 
the army in the field which will advance this work, and are not inconsistent 
with the rules of the service.” On the same day, John A. Campbell, Assist- 
ant Secretary of War, endorsed this letter with his order that Jackson's 
request be granted.” 

The orders desired by Joseph Jackson, Jr., were issued to him as Special 
Orders No. 91, paragraphs 36 and 37, Adjutant and Inspector General's 
Othice, April 19, 1864. They authorized the purchase of commissary sup- 
plies and free access and transportation to and from the armies in the field, 
as the act required. Paragraphs 38 and 39 of the same order granted these 
privileges also to William B. Johnston, whom we have already met as the 
agent of South Carolina. All four paragraphs are printed in the Official 
Records, Series 4, volume III, pp. 309-310. Order No. 87, paragraphs 2 
and 3, had granted similar rights to Colonel William H. Fowler, on April 
14, 1864 Cibid. pp. 299-300). Oddly, the more important letters of Jackson 
to Cooper and Seddon are omitted from the Official Records, though the 
originals bear the familiar stamp: WAR RECORDS COPIED 1861-65 
The even more significant letter and enclosures of Colonel Fowler to 
Cooper dated Richmond, April 4, 1864, which reveal that Fowler had al- 
ready conversed with Cooper and found him sympathetic to his project, 
are likewise omitted (see footnote 79a). This is one of the not infrequent 
ambushes set inadvertently throughout these indispensable volumes.” 


Office, 402-]-1864. 

45This letter is filed as an enclosure with the preceding. Both letters are written on the same 

Judge Campbell's endorsement reads: “A.G. Make the orders required by the Act of Congress 
Orders 29/2 suitable to this case. By order J. A. Camptell A.S.W. 18 Ap 64.” The reference 
is to the order cited above in note 39. 

47The letters would lead to the orders. The letters would also reveal, as does Judge Campbell's 
endorsement, that the work of the Recorder of Virginia Forces did not come strictly within the 
purview of the Act of Congress, as did the work of William B. Johnston and Colonel Fowler's 
activities in the settlement of claims. Fowler's letter and their valuable enclosures are buried in 
the National Archives in his “Jacket” as Captain of “Captain Phelan’s Company of Alabama 
Light Artillery,” the unit Fowler had himself organized so ably in the spring of 1862 and com- 
manded until his appointment by Governor Watts as Superintendent of Alabama Military Records. 
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Who was Joseph Jackson, Jr., the newly appointed Recorder of Virginia 
Forces? By profession, he was a lawyer, with an office at 130 Main Street 
in 1860, which he shared with his younger brother, Thomas G. Jackson, 
an attorney also.“ He was born in 1825, or, more probably, in 1821, the 
son of Joseph Jackson, Sr., and Jane Elizabeth Foster, daughter of John 
Foster of Richmond. Married on December 1, 1858, to Mary F. Vaughan, 
the daughter of Archibald Vaughan of Farmville, Virginia, Joseph Jackson, 
Jr., had become the father a year later of a son, Archibald, whom the census 
enumerator reported eight months old on July 16, 1860. The senior Jack- 
son was born in 1795, and had served as accountant in the office of the 
First Auditor of Virginia since 1814, when he was appointed assistant to his 
father, also named Joseph.” This Joseph Jackson, the grandfather of the 
Recorder, had been appointed Clerk of Accounts in the office of the Auditor 
of Virginia in 1796, “through the kind interference of John Pendleton, 
Esq’r.” In 1807, it was probably he who appears on the roll of the Richmond 
“Silver Greys,” a company organized to assist in guarding Richmond when- 
ever the militia was ordered to more distant duty.” 

Joseph Jackson, Sr., the Recorder's father, had his residence in Linden 
Row at [116 East] Franklin Street for several years prior to the war until 
his death on November 2, 1874.°* In 1860 the later Recorder was living 


48W. Eugene Ferslew, Second Annual Directory of the City of Richmond, to which is added 
a Business Directory for 1860 (Richmond, 1860), pp. 130, 3. The Richmond directories for 1856 
and 1859 list the address of the Jackson law office at 147 Main Street. 

“The eighth census (Virginia, vol. 12, Henrico County, City of Richmond, 3rd Ward, p. 519) 
reports the age of Joseph Jackson, Jr., as thirty-five, and that of his wife, Mary, as twenty-two. 
It should be noted, however, that in his obituary it is reported that he died in “the forty-seventh 
year of his age” (Richmond Daily Dispatch, April 2, 1868, p. 2). This statement of age may well 

more accurate than that of the census, in which inaccuracy of age is not uncommon when the 
discrepancy between the ages of a married couple is considerable. The date of his parents’ mar 
riage, 1820, would be conclusive for the higher age, if Joseph Jackson, Jr., could be proved the 
eldest child, as the available evidence suggests that he was. The marriage of Joseph Jackson, Sr., 
is reported in the Richmond Enquirer, October 6, 1820, p. 3, and that of his son in the Richmond 
Enquirer, December 31, 1858, p. 2. 

“The eighth census (ibid., p. 499) lists the age of Joseph Jackson, Sr., as 65, and that of his 
wife, Jane E., as 59. These tally with the obituaries’ “eightieth” and “eighty-sixth” year (Rich- 
mond Daily Dispatch, November 3, 1874, and September 11, 1886). The date of the appointment 
of Joseph Jackson, Sr., to the Auditor's office derives from the obituary of November 3, 1874, p. 1. 
The same source furnishes proof of the relationship of the senior Jackson to the clerk of 1796. 
The statement in the Whig’s retraction (April 16, 1864) of Joseph Jackson, Jr.'s —o to 
Stonewall Jackson that “he comes from the same portion of the State,” appears unfounded in fact. 

51Calendar of Virginia State Papers, IX (Richmond, 1890), 266-267, 292, 547-548. 

5laM. Ellyson, Richmond Directory and Business Advertiser, for 1856 (Ric hmond, 1856), 

. 154; Richmond Daily Dispatch, November 4, 1874, p. 2. Three documents in the Union Provost 
Marshal's files for Richmond, dated in April 1865, reveal Joseph Jackson, Sr., as proved by his 
address and handwriting, as the unwilling host of Matilda, a colored woman, who had moved into 
his kitchen with her two children on April 4, had been taken ill, and was still in ey on 
April 15, when Jackson filed his request for their removal (National Archives, Record Group 109, 
Union Provost Marshal “S” File, and Nos. 20255 and 7791 in Provost Marshal File, under Seanph 
Jackson ). 
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in the same general area, the third ward, with his wife and baby son at the 
boarding house of Cornelia P. James; subsequently, some time prior to 1866, 
he moved to 1oth Street north of Leigh, where he continued to reside until 
his premature death on April 1, 1868.” At the time of his appointment as 
Recorder of Virginia Forces, Joseph Jackson, Jr., was either in his thirty- 
ninth or forty-third year and still liable to conscription. Governor Smith 
exempted him as a State officer, “Recorder Va Forces,” under the Act of 
February 17, 1864.” 

Limited evidence concerning Jackson's participation in the war which 
he had been appointed to record shows that he was engaged in business 
in 1862 and 1863. On December 31, 1862, he requested, in a letter ad- 
dressed to the Nitre and Mining Bureau, the detail of a soldier, Thomas 
D. Barrett, Company F, 56th Virginia Regiment, for work in lead mines 
located in Louisa County, Virginia, the “Boxley Tract,” which Jackson 
was operating under a government contract.” On June 13, 1863, Jackson 
signed, as President of the Richmond [Street] Railway Co., a receipt for 
$3,300 received in payment for ten horses impressed by the Confederate 
Government. After the war he reorganized the company.™ 

On April 19 the Sentinel declared its support of the Record of Virginia, 
and became the Whig's closest collaborator into August of 1864 in publi- 
cizing the work of the Recorder. While it endured, this collaboration sug- 
gested a carefully scored duet, in which now one voice takes the theme and 
the other the accompaniment, or, again, both join in the same passage to 
reinforce the theme. On April 19 the Sentinel underscored the theme of 
morale, already sounded by the Whig. After expressing its pleasure that 
the Record was to be made, and its assurance that the people and the legis- 
lature would sustain the Governor, it continues with the assertion that 
“jts moral force will stimulate the soldier to deeds of noble enterprise, when 
he knows that his state is keeping a record of his acts; that his name and 
fame will not perish, but that his old mother State is the watchful guardian 
of both. We hope, therefore, that the Governor will push forward the 
work. No time should be lost. The memory of men fails. Events pass into 
oblivion, and thus much that is valuable may be lost by delay.” 


SibFighth census, ibid., p. 519; The Richmond City Directory, 1866 (Richmond, 1866); Rich- 
mond Daily Dispatch, April 2, 1868, p. 2, and April 3, p. 1. 

52National Archives, Record Group 109, volume 235%, p. 35, Lists of Details and Exemptions 
in Virginia, August 1864. 

53National Archives, Record Group 109, Letters Received, Adjutant and Inspector General's 


Office, 2899-B-1862. 
54National Archives, Record Group 109, Citizens’ File, under Richmond Railway Co.; W. Asbury 


Christian, Richmond, Her Past and Present (Richmond, 1912), p. 278. 
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On the 22nd, it was the Sentinel which announced the appointment 
by the Governor of W. A. Cave, of Page County, as Chief Clerk and 
Assistant Recorder of Virginia Forces. On May 4 it inserted at the bottom 
of column three of page one the first published notice of the address of 
the Recorder's office. “Virginia officers visiting Richmond,” the notice reads, 

“will find the office of the Recorder of Virginia Forces at No. 139, Main 
Street over James Woodhouse’s bookstore.” James Woodhouse & Co. were 
dealers in “Books, Piano Fortes, Music and Stationery,” located on the 
south side of Main street between 12th and 13th streets in the block known 
to contemporaries as Eagle Square. A book bindery, and the means of 
manufacturing blank books were attached to it, as well as “warerooms ap- 
propriated to the sale of Piano Fortes.” The address was a good one, and 
brought the Record’s office in close proximity to the Richmond newspaper 
establishments. It was near the War Department, and convenient for ofh- 
cers and soldiers visiting Richmond. In all probability, space was found 
for the Record in the warerooms appropriated before the war to the sale 
of pianofortes. 


V 


Less than two weeks after he had been certified by the War Department 
as a beneficiary of the Act of Congress, Joseph Jackson, Jr., had drafted 
and printed his first public announcement of the purpose and plans of his 
office in his circular dated May 2, 1864. The only copy of this circular 
known to the writer is in the National Archives.* E xcept for this copy, 
unlisted in Crandall’s Confederate Imprints or Harwell’s More Confederate 
Imprints, knowledge of the circular derives, in chronological order, from 
the Richmond newspapers most interested in Virginia’s Record: the 
Sentinel, the Whig, and the Enquirer. The Sentinel reprinted the cir- 
cular verbatim on May 6, with the request to “all the newspapers in the 
State” to publish it. The Whig rewrote the circular as a news story in its 
issue of May 7. On the twelfth, the Enquirer printed the text of the circular 
in its verbatim entirety under the rubric: “Telegraphic.” The Dispatch 
and Examiner ignored it. In fairness to them, however, the appearance of 
the circular coincided with the great battles of the Wilderness and Spot- 


55The Richmond Directory and Business Advertiser, 1856, p. 13. Study of this volume | reveals 
that wT & Co. was located at 137 Main street, Eagle Square (p. 36); W. P. Perkins & Co. 
at 141 Eagle Square, Main street ©. 28); and C. S, Maurice at 151 Main street, Eagle Square 
(p. 174). Thus, Jackson’s own office in 1860 was opposite Eagle Square. Odd numbers were 
on the south side of the street, and even numbers on the north side. Edward D. Keeling, Merchant 
Tailor, was located at 136 Main St., between 12th and 13th streets, “n.s. Main.” e numbers 
larger as one proceeded west up Main, as the ordinals of the cross streets decreased. 
National Archives, Record Group 109, Citizens’ File, under Joseph Jackson, Jr. 
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sylvania Court House. War news and mounting casualty lists competed 
harshly for the limited space in the two-page, one-sheet newspapers of the 
period. 

Addressing his circular “to all Virginians who are or have been officers 
or soldiers in the Army or who are connected with or interested in them,” 
the Recorder begins by summarizing the preamble and provisions of the 
Act passed on February 7, 1862. He reports that 


...it is the desire of his Excellency Governor Smith so to carry out the enactments of 
the Legislature as to have a Record prepared, which will contain the name and services 
of every child of Virginia who has heretofore participated, or shall hereafter participate 
in this great struggle for independence so compiled and so preserved, that through all 
time each one, and the descendants of each one who has striven for his country’s freedom 
may find here an authentic record of his own or his ancestor's part in the struggle. 
The discharge of this duty has been committed to me. It is the more difficult and 
arduous, because three years of war have already elapsed, and their history has to be 
reclaimed. The Departments of the Government contain some of the materials necessary; 
but the peculiar circumstances under which this war was commenced and has been 
prosecuted have very much limited the amount. Most of the needed information must 
be obtained from the army and the people at large. With their hearty and active coop- 
eration, the Record can be made full and authentic, which it must be to be really valu- 
able. I therefore earnestly invite such cooperation from all classes of the community. 
As the best means of rendering the desired aid, I respectfully suggest the formation of 
Societies for the purpose, in every Company, Battalion and Regiment in the service, 
and in every county in the State, and ask that such Societies be everywhere immediately 
formed. As soon as advised that such a Society is or will be formed, | will forward full 
directions for its organization, and the collection and compilation of materials. 


The prominent items of information are: 

RESPECTING INDIVIDUALS. — In each case, his age, residence, occupation,’ 
and whether single or married at the time of commencing service; the company and 
regiment first joined; when; with what rank —as volunteer, conscript or substitute, 
and for what term; all changes of company, regiment or arm of service; battles in which 
engaged; captured; paroled; exchanged; killed; wounded; died of wounds; died of dis- 
ease; promoted; resigned; discharged; transferred; detailed; deserted; expelled; severely 
punished; all acts of great valor, fortitude, or other military virtue. 


RESPECTING ORGANIZATIONS — such as Companies, Battalions, Regiments, 


Brigades, &. — A brief history of time, place and circumstances of formation; the various 


57Colonel Fowler explains his reason for requesting this information. “Special attention,” he 
urges, “should be paid to giving ‘occupation’ and ‘residence.’ The former exhibits the substantial 
character of our troops, and the latter is often different from the place of enlistment, and will be 
useful for future reference.” (Circular, post-April 14, 1864, p- 65 

58Conscripts and substitutes were not often so designated on the official Confederate muster rolls. 
Until late in the war, original volunteers could be determined by reference to the period for which 
they had enlisted. Often, as late as 1864, they are recorded under that heading as having enlisted 


for one year. 
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officers during its existence; superior organization to which attached; fields of service; 
in what principal battles engaged, and its participation therein, tabular statement of 
losses and casualties; what honors have been paid it by high military or civil authority; 
what fields entitled to bear on its flag, and how entitled; a special roll of those who 
have eminently distinguished themselves, and how; full descriptive lists of the dead 
in each company, &c. &c. 

Where Societies are not formed in any organization, I respectfully ask the command- 
ing officer thereof to cause such information respecting his command and its members 
to be collected in condensed form and forwarded to this office, and of the medical 
Faculty and clergy, both in and out of the army, to lend their valuable aid in collecting, 
compiling and forwarding such information as may be within their reach. They can 
obtain much which is accessible to few others. The relatives and intimate friends of 
deceased soldiers are requested to forward the names of, and facts connected with their 
lost friends. The press can render most valuable aid by giving a wide publicity to the 
objects of this office, and sending to it the obituary notices of Virginia soldiers, and 
the accounts of their services, which appear in their own columns, or those of their 
exchanges. Virginians generally, wherever they may be, are invited to render all pos- 
sible aid. 

In every case, it is desired that everything may be stated briefly and concisely, and 
that dates and localities be stated as accurately as possible. 

Officers of every grade connected with Virginia organizations, and all other persons 
interested in preserving a record of Virginia's heroism during this war, are invited to 
call at the “Record” office, where all desired information and facilities will be furnished 
them. 

Jos. Jackson Jr. Rec. Va. Forces 
Office 139 Main Street, Richmond, Va. 


Publication of this circular coincided, as has been noted, with the opening 
phases of Grant's spring campaign. There was little opportunity for civilian 
or soldier to respond to Jackson’s appeal during May or June, or during the 
summer of hard fighting which followed. In the critical early weeks of 
the fighting, moreover, Virginians were introduced to a form of total war- 
fare. To the victims, this widespread destruction of civilian property by 
the Federal armies seemed not coldly calculated policy, but wanton atrocity 
committed “contrary to the rules of war.” The meanness of the brutal havoc 
that General David Hunter worked in the Valley, particularly the van- 
dalism he practiced on the Virginia Military Institute, and his burning 
of former Governor Letcher’s house, inflamed the press and the public. 
Governor Smith, sensitive to the general feeling of outrage, directed the 
Recorder early in July to compile official, legally certified evidence of these 
acts.” Two rare circulars, dated July 15 and August 15, 1864, attest Jack- 


Document No. I. Message of the Governor of Virginia, and Accompanying Documents, Called 
Session, 1864-65 (Richmond, 1865), p. 17. 
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son's pioneer activity in this field.” The first of these circulars gave the 
Whig the opportunity, on July 22, to break its long silence concerning 
the Record of Virginia. 

The editorial is ostensibly devoted to “Yankee Atrocities in Virginia.” 
Actually, however, since its purpose was still that of rallying public support 
for the Record, it gives perhaps the clearest outline of the problems which 
Jackson was then attempting to solve. After noting with pleasure the 
appearance of the Recorder's new circular and its purpose, the editorial 
continues: 

The duties of the Recorder are now enormously heavy. Virginia has at this time in 
the regular service more men than any other State of the Confederacy, divided into a 
great many companies, battalions, regiments, brigades and divisions; besides, there are 
militia, reserves, partisan forces, and other irregular organizations. Many organizations 
which have existed have been disbanded, consolidated or merged. Large numbers of 
Virginians are serving in the forces of other States with credit to themselves and the 
State, and often with high rank. It is the duty of the Recorder to trace out and prepare 
an accurate history of each man and organization from the beginning to the end of the 
war. 


Continuing, the Whig reveals that the Recorder had not only been as- 
signed the task of documenting enemy atrocities committed within the State, 
but also that of obtaining and preserving the “many brilliant instances of 


courage, devotion, and good service by our non-combatant population” 
which these outrages had evoked. 


[In spite of the] amount of labor, patience and intelligence required to discharge 
these two branches of duty aright,...in the short time which has elapsed since this 
paper first urged the establishment of the Recorder's office, a system has been devised, 
arranged and partially put into practice by which the work can, and we believe will, 
be well and thoroughly done, if the proper means are afforded. It is idle, however, 
to expect its successful execution without such means. An ample corps of able and 
efficient assistants, each suited to the particular duty assigned him and selected for the 
purpose, should be obtained at a rate of compensation which would justify them in 
giving their whole capacity to the work, and every expenditure incurred which would 


Crandall, Confederate Imprints, nos. 2378, 2379. These are listed as sole copies in the Boston 
Athenaum. Harwell shows no additional copies. Those of the National Archives, Record Group 
109, are in the Citizens’ File, under Joseph Jackson, Jr. The circular of July 15 shows the penciled 
initials, “M. M.” in the lower left hand corner; that of August 15 is endorsed, “Joseph E. Burton, 
Richmond, Va.” 

The earlier circular was addressed to the Justices of the County Courts of Virginia, prefaced 
by a covering letter addressed to the Attorney for the Commonwealth of the respective counties. 
Space was left for the manuscript entry of date and the name of the county. The copy in Boston 
bears the date of August 22, 1864, and Harrisonburg as the name of the county, an obvious slip 
for Rockingham. The copy in the National Archives is dated in pencil July 19, and is addressed 
to the Justices of Surry County. The circular of August 15, 1864, is directed to “The Justices and 
Clerks of the County Courts of Virginia.” 
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advance the object for which the office was established. If the work is well done, it 
will be worth ten times as much as it can possibly cost, and the State would not sur- 
render it for any sum of money, however large — if insufficiently done for want of 
proper expenditure, it will be an expensive attempt at economy, which the State will 
never cease to regret. 


Praising Governor Smith for “his clear perception” of what the Record 
should be, the editorial points out that the Act of February 7, 1862, did 
not envisage the proportions to which the work it authorized would grow. 
“Consequently sufficient provision wag not made for it upon the extended 
scale which every one now feels is necessary; and while no one can doubt 
that the Legislature will confirm evérything which the Governor may do 
in the premises before its next session, and take all the needed steps to 
insure its subsequent efficiency, yet it is scarcely just that the whole burden 
of the necessary responsibility should be thrown upon the Governor alone, 
unassured by the Legislature of its approval and support.” The Whig 
therefore urges again that the legislators write the Governor assurance of 
their approval and their desire that he bring the “Record office up to its 
highest point of efhiciency,” to advance a work “all admit to be second only 
to the defence of the gpuntry.” The editorial closes with an admission that 
it has digressed from its premised theme, atrocities, but promises to consider 
them in a “future article.” 

Before this promise could be fulfilled, the Sentinel published a rambling 
editorial on July 26 on “Private Anecdotes and Social History of the War’ 
by way of preface to the verbatim reprint of Jackson's circular of July 15. 
The point of the editorial was that the compilation of enemy outrages 
would furnish a chapter of social history absent from the history of most 
great wars. The Whig picked this up the next day in its column “Spirit of 
the Morning Press,” which it regularly extracted at this time from its eve- 
ning edition. On the twenty-eighth, the Whig published its promised ex- 
pression on “Yankee Atrocities in Virginia.” Explaining that the essential 
feature of the circular was its request to each county court of the state to 
assume the duty of preparing a record of the outrages committed within its 
limits, the Whig reprints most of the circular which outlines the suggested 
procedures. This was followed by a long and earnest exhortation to codpera- 
tion on the part of everyone in this work. One factual paragraph, however, 
constitutes an adequate summary of their nature. 


We join, then, with the Governor and the Recorder in urging upon the Courts, the 
Justices and the people to take all action necessary for the purpose. Let the Courts, at 
their first term, make the necessary order of Court, provide the proper stationery, and 
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all reasonable compensation to the Clerk. The Courts have the right to do this, — if 
any doubt it, the Legislature will legalize the action. Let the Commonwealth's Attorney, 
or some other able man from the Hustings inform the people what is to be done and 
how it is to be done. Let ministers from the pulpits instruct their congregations, and 
unhesitatingly; for this is a holy work of vindication and retribution. Let the Justices 
of each district inform their people that, at all times, and at all places, at home and 
elsewhere, they will be ready to make out their statements and take their affidavits, and 
let them, besides, appoint days when they will be at particular places to see those who 
canno* come to them. Let those who can do so prepare written statements of what they 
know, in proper form to be sworn to and returned to the Court, carry them to the mag- 
istrates, make oath to and deliver them. Let those of better means and better education 
seek out their more indigent and uneducated neighbors who have suffered, obtain from 
them correct accounts of what is within their knowledge, reduce them to proper shape, 
and have their affidavits taken. For this branch of duty we especially invoke the aid 
of the ladies — ever foremost in every good and useful work. 


Response, however, was slight. Jackson, therefore, issued his second 
circular on the same subject, dated August 15. This document is longer, 
more precisely formulated than the first, and reveals greater awareness of 
the complexities involved. The newspapers did not reinforce its appearance 
by notice or editorial. The Whig contented itself with the publication on 
August 31 of an account, dated July 30, of “Another of Hunter’s Atrocities.” 
Explaining that publication had been delayed by accident, the writer de- 
clares that “it is not, however, too late to put on record for the use of the 
future historian.” On September 2 the Whig reprinted from the Exam- 
iner of September 1 an account of another atrocity, under the heading, “The 
Black Record of Hunter.” This was all. 

In the five closely printed pages of his report to Governor Smith, dated 
November 25, 1864, Jackson devoted but three paragraphs to this phase of 
his activity.“ As the official summary of what was surely one of the earliest 
modern attempts to document war atrocities in official form, these para- 
graphs hold, however, an interest of their own. They reveal that the response 
by Virginians to the Recorder's appeals had been slight. Jackson believed 
that the chief cause of this apparent apathy was “that while all recognized 
the importance of the work, its duties being incumbent upon no person or 
class, each one leaves them to be performed by others.” Without authority 
to compel assistance, and with a staff inadequate even for the military 


61Document No. IX, Report of the Recorder Virginia Forces, Called Session, reyes 6 
(Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 2283. The attribution there of this report to the holdings 
of the Boston Public Library is erroneous; Harwell, More Confederate Imprints, no. 873, indicates 
that it is held in copied form by the Virginia State Library). The writer is indebted to Mrs. “a 
R. Davis, of the Special Collections of Emory University, for a photostat of Document No. IX. 


The copy at Emory appears to be unique. 
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record, the Recorder declares that he had suspended this phase of his work 
“until proper provision could be made for it.” 

Except for this interruption, the summer of 1864 was for Jackson a 
period of organization of his staff, procurement of the forms and stationery 
needed for the record, and, in general, preparation for the concentrated 
activity which he anticipated during the coming winter when active cam- 
paigning would be reduced to a minimum. One phase of this preparation, 
which reveals Jackson’s methodical thoroughness, transpires from a short 
editorial in the Sentinel of June 23, entitled “Broken Files of Newspapers.” 
“Many persons,” it reads, “have at different times since the war beg[a]n 
commenced preserving files of some one or more of the city’s newspapers, 
and, from a variety of causes, discontinued them. These partial or broken 
files are of little or no use to the owner, but would be of great value to the 
Recorder of the Virginia Forces. In the work which he has to do all of us 
are interested, and all should aid as far as possible. Let us, therefore, sug- 
gest that all persons having such files send them at once to “The Record 
Othce,’ 139 Main Street.” 

In August, Jackson appears to have attempted to solve the costly problem 
of stationery, blank forms, and registers his work required by requisition 
upon the Quarter Master General. The register of Letters Received of this 
officer shows the receipt of a letter from Joseph Jackson, Jr., on August 9, 
1864, in which he “asks order for supplies under Act of Cong.” Opposite 
this entry, J. H. Alexander, of the Quarter Master General's office, wrote 
in red ink on August 11: “Retd to Mr. Jackson — as Act of Cong. specifies 
what he shall be allowed to purchase, this dept. cannot extend provisions 
of act.” There can be little doubt, even without the returned original, 
that “Mr. Jackson’s” requisition was for the stationery and blank books he 
needed. In his report to Governor Smith (p. 3), he declares that “the labor 
and expense of the office (except in the cost of army record paper) [italics 
supplied] has been about equally divided between the two branches.” 


Without legislative appropriation, and forced to manage with whatever 


62In his message of December 7, 1864, Governor Smith refers to his assignment of this task 
to the Recorder in these words: “In consequence of the great atrocities of the enemy, of every 
description known to savage war, I abanl the duties of the recorder, by directing him to take 
evidence of the outrages referred to, that an undoubted memorial thereof might be preserved, and 
the truth stand forever vindicated.” The foregoing is but lude to the recommendation for 
legislative action which follows. The Governor continues, “I deem this the more necessary, as 
posterity will not believe without the clearest proof, that a powerful people, boasting of its civili- 
zation, was capable of ss acts that should damn them throughout all time and with 
every christian nation. This organization, however, requires legisiation to perfect it.” Without a 

y of Bill No. 136, as amended in the called session of 1864-1865, it is not possible to determine 
a, if any, form this recommended legislation took. 

6 National Archives, Record Group 109, Volume 11, 119-J-1864. 
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Governor Smith could divert from the military contingent fund, the cor- 
rectly legalistic attitude of the Quarter Master General's office could not 
have been welcome to the Recorder. 

As to the staff of the Record, Governor Smith reports in his message of 
December 7, 1864, that he had given Jackson an assistant, who, as we have 
seen, was W. A. Cave, and had specified salaries for both “conforming 
substantially to the compensation provided by law for the officials in the 
several departments of the state government. I subsequently authorized,” 
he continues, “other appointments, still, however not in sufhcient number 
to proceed with proper dispatch in the execution of this noble work."™ 
One assistant, at least, Blackburn Hughes, was a soldier certified by Medical 
Examining Boards for light duty because of permanent disability. He was 
detailed to the Record on September 14." He was also of sufficient local 
prominence, or someone of his family of the same name was, to be a mem- 
ber of the Relief Committee of Richmond and to be so listed in the appeals 
published intermittently from the middle of January 1865 in the Richmond 
newspapers by the Committee's president, William P. Munford. The letter 
in which Jackson reports Hughes’ presence on his staff, in accordance with 
paragraph 2 of General Orders No. 77, is dated October 20. This letter and 
its endorsement® indicate slight use of detailed soldiers by the Recorder at 
the time, and suggest that they never were a significant element in the 
preparation of the Virginia Record. 

Jackson's own views concerning his staff needs are clearly expressed in 
his report to the Governor (p. 5). He writes: 


The clerical forces should be sufficient to meet all demands for instruction and aid 
from the army; to keep up in the office with the action of the soldiery; put the infor- 
mation into proper, desirable and authentic form, as it is received, and collect and add 
what has to be obtained from other sources. This clerical force should be of the best 
character. Most of the work is such as can be properly done only by intelligent men 


~ Document No. I. —_ of the Governor of Virginia, and Accompanying Documents, 
mond. 


Called Session 186445. (Ric , 1864), p. 17; Crandall, Confederate Imprints, no. 2283. 
®5National Archives, Record Group 109, Letters Received, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
Office, 1168-]-1864. 

The endorsements induce speculations which are perhaps idle. Their date, October 28, 1864, 
when every effort was being made to revoke details and increase Confederate military man » 
lends them interest. John O. Withers, Assistant Adjutant General, endorses Jackson's cortif cation 
of Hughes’ continued indispensability as follows: “Respectfully submitted to the = | of War, 
for his action under Par II, General ts No. 77, Current series.” This is routine. But, under- 
neath it, appears in pencil: “A.G. for file. Return without entry. K.” The irregularity of retum 
without entry is clear enough without study of the careful entries in the registers of the Letters 
Received of the Adjutant and Inspector General's Office which were made to record their dispo- 
sition and to trace their movements through the various offices and ange This lends interest 
to the identity of “K.” Was he R. G. H. Kean, Chief of the War Bureau, or Keesee? (see foot- 


note 69). 
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whose clerical skill is considerably above average; and such assistants at the highest 
rate of compensation, are cheaper than unskilled clerks at the lowest rate. 


The preservation of the letters of U. M. Rose, Recorder Arkansas Forces,” 
and of Colonel H. M. Favrot, Superintendent of Army Records for the 
Troops of Louisiana,® reveals that Jackson tried to be helpful to Recorders 
of other states. Both men, Rose on September 24, 1864, and Favrot on 
January 6, 1865, enclosed copies of the orders issued to Jackson in April 
along with their applications for similar certification.” These two letters, 
and the borrowed copies of the orders, constitute the only tangible evidence 
the writer has found of Jackson's codperation with Recorders of other states. 
But there were, no doubt, other courtesies and forms of assistance which 
have left no trace in the records. These letters are of particular interest, 
however, as evidence of the growing need felt throughout the Confederacy 
to create records of state contribution to the struggle. 


VI 


A powerful incentive to the compilation of state records was the inade- 
quacy of the Confederate records in the office of the Adjutant and Inspector 
General. Robert G. H. Kean, Chief of the War Bureau, is harshly critical 
of General Samuel Cooper on this score.” Colonel W. H. Fowler and 
Joseph Jackson make the same complaint in milder terms suited to their 
public circulars.” How justified such criticism was, in spite of the authority 
of the complainants, is difficult to determine. In any case, it applied pri- 


67Judge U. M. Rose was captured by General Samuel R. Curtis’ forces in early June of 1862 
at Batesville, Arkansas (Official Records, ser. 1, XIII, 417-418, 421). For Judge Rose's career, 
see John Hallum, Biographical and Pictorial History of Arkansas (Albany, 1887), 1, 397-399; and 
Arkansas and its People, A History 1541-1930 (New York, 1930), ILI, 233. 

68Colonel Favrot was at Shiloh as Captain of the Delta Rifles, 4th Louisiana Infantry, com- 
manded by Colonel H. W. Allen, later governor of Louisiana (Official Records, ser. 1, X, pt. 1, 
489). In 1864 Colonel Favrot was in command of the and Louisiana State Cavalry (Official 
Records, ser. 1, XXXIV, pt. 3, 795-796; XLI, pt. 3, 968). 

69National Archives, Record Group 109, Letters Received, Adjutant and Inspector General's 
Office, 1249-R-1864, and 1-F-1864 [sic, 1865]. In both instances, the enclosed copy of Jackson's 
orders was revised in pencil with the appropriate substitution of names, orders, and paragraph 
numbers, and was used in this form as copy by the clerk who penned the final form of t 
orders. Rose's were issued as paragraphs 23 and 24 of Special Orders No. 228, A.&1.G.O., § 
tember 26, 1864; and Favrot's as paragraphs 44 and 45 of Special Orders No. 4, A-&l.G.O., 
January 6, 1865. Neither is ublished in the Official Records. Rose's application, written on the 
letterhead of the Adjutant ond Inspector General’s Office, bears at the bottom the memorandum: 
“Mr. Rose’s commission from Gov. of Arkansas did accompany this, but was withdrawn by 
consent of Col. Jno. Withers, A.A.G. [signed] Keesee.” 

Inside the Confederate Government: The Diary of Robert Garlick Hill Kean. Edited by 
Edward Younger (New York, 1957), pp. 87-88. 

71Colonel Fowler, in his circulars of January 25, 1864, and post-April 14, 1864, places part of 
the blame on the state; and Joseph Jackson, Jr., ostensibly, in both his circulars, is referring to 
the state, rather than the War Department. 
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marily to enlisted personnel. Even for them the documents found with death 
claims demonstrate that the Second Auditor acted consistently in the belief 
that the Adjutant and Inspector General's office was in possession of the 
record of each Confederate soldier. 

For commissioned officers, however, it can be shown today that Cooper's 
office was in possession of their service records, at least for the earlier part 
of the war. Numerous volumes of regimental rosters and registers of officers 
compiled at different dates and for different purposes are still extant. Besides 
these, the long series of Special Orders, also still extant, documented resig- 
nations, transfers, and much else concerning their service. This information, 
however, was scattered. To assemble it quickly on demand for any large 
number of officers would have been difficult, time consuming, wasteful of 
limited clerical staff, and subject to error 

Under the pressure of increasing demand for such information, which 
had been foreseeable as early as the passage of the Congressional Act of 
February 16, 1864, and which is demonstrable from the beginning of April 
as the several State Recorders and Superintendents applied to the War 
Department under its provisions, the decision was made by the Confederate 
authorities some time in the summer or early autumn of 1864 to create 
historical, documentary rosters of officers for each Confederate regiment. 
Administratively, their compilation would, belatedly, bring the War De- 
partment’s earlier records up to date. These rosters would also free the 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office from the possible embarrassment 
of marked inferiority, even in this restricted field, to the records of the 
several states. In the end, as will appear, this possibility became reality. 

The Confederate rosters were designed to give at a glance a summary 
history of the regiment and its corps of officers. Special forms, approximately 
74 by 49 cm. in size, were printed. The form and content of these historical 
rosters reveal the use for which they were intended, and differ utterly from 
the earlier operational rosters. 

The method adopted for the collection of the historical information 
desired was simple; but it was effective only where the influence of the 
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office could reach. In practice, this area 
was largely limited to the Army of Northern Virginia. The commandant 
of each Confederate unit received one of these blank forms with instructions 
to have it filled in and returned to the office of the Adjutant and Inspector 
General. At the bottom of the earlier of two such rosters preserved for the 
30th Regiment Virginia Infantry, Major John Blair Hoge, Assistant Adju- 
tant General, appended the following order: 
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Adjut & Inspr. Genl’s. Office 
Richmond 
Novr. oth. 1864. 
Col 


It is desired that this blank be filled with the Names of the Officers of your Regi- 
ment, at its entry into the Confederate service, and returned to this Office within ten 
days of its receipt. Under head of “Remarks” note all changes among the Officers with 
exact date of each such change, and whether by death, resignation, promotion or other- 
wise. Also the Names of the Officers succeeding to the vacancies and whether by elec- 
tion, promotion, or appointment; if the latter, by whose authority, and generally, what- 
ever may be necessary to a complete statistical history of your command. 

Jno Blair Hoge 

Major & A. A. Genl.”? 


In obedience to this order, the roster was returned showing the officers 
of the 30th Virginia “at its entry into the Confederate service,” and their 
successors to September 1864.” Companies A and B of this regiment had 
formed part of the prewar 2nd Battalion of Volunteers of Virginia recruited 
at Fredericksburg. The date of rank of the initial captain of Company A, 
November 23, 1859, and that of the three senior officers of Company B, 
January 25, 1860, reveal much more, then, than the purely Confederate 
service of these officers. This roster, in the form just described, represents 
the first stage in the compilation of the Confederate historical rosters. 

Once received by Cooper's office, the roster was checked,”* corrected, and 
thoroughly revised by clerks detailed to the task. In their processing, it 
was soon discovered apparently that the lacunae, conflicts, and general com- 
plexity of many regimental records for the early months of the war were 
so formidable as to make advisable a shift from “entry into Confederate 
service” as the prior terminus to the date of the reorganization of all Con- 
federate regiments, that is, April-May, 1862. Considerations of space and 
of the time required to check and enter the records of officers before reor- 
ganization may have influenced this decision also. More probably, the con- 
venience, if not the actual discovery in the Adjutant and Inspector General's 
Office, of the registers of the rosters of officers elected during the regimental 
reorganization of 1862, which are still extant, proved decisive. 

A memorandum penciled on the back of a torn “application for discharge 
on account of having furnished a substitute,” found among the records of 


72National Archives, Record Group 109. 

73This terminus is established by: 1. the endorsement, “3oth Va. Roster Sept '64;” and, 2. the 
failure to name Lt. Col. Robert S. Chew, Major J. Milton Gouldin, and Captain R. O. Peatross 
as incumbents of the higher rank to which each was promoted on November 4, 1864. 

This roster bears he further endorsement, in a hand different from that cited in note 73: 


“Examined and copied.” 
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the 30th Regiment Virginia Infantry, illustrates some of the problems which 
these clerks faced in revising the rosters returned by regimental commanders. 
Some queries of the memorandum reflect discrepancies in the information 
supplied by the roster. Others seem to indicate gaps in the knowledge of 
the memorandum’s author concerning the sources of information available 
in the War Department. For example, under A[ssistant] C[ommissary of] 
S[ubsistence], his query reads: “was he ever app.*” The Captain of Company 
D drew the question, “when dropped.” The problem in Company | was 
more complicated: “E. H. DeJarnette is resigned as Capt whilst Geo. W. 
Eastham appears as Captain.” 

The next step was to reduce the corrected roster to conformity with the 
decision to make all the vosters begin with the date of the reorganization 
of the regiment. It was also necessary at this stage to revise all abbreviations 
and formulae to secure uniform adherence to the editorial style which had 
been devised for them. All dates are formulated, after revision, as in “16 
Apl ’62,” instead of “Apl 16, ’62.” Sample, revised abbrevia- 
tions are: RE = re-elected; Pro = promoted; KI‘ = killed; R = resigned; 
RIC = retired to Invalid Corps; etc. The end product of this correction 
and revision was a “fair copy” in pencil which was then given to a penman 
clerk for final entry in three colors of ink — brown, blue, and red, in the 
volumes especially ‘bound of the same blank roster sheets.” 

The printed heading of the roster extended across both pages of the bound 
volume to form a two-page unit. The first line of the heading reads: ROS- 
TER OF THE REGIMENT | OF VOLUNTEERS. 
Below, in smaller, lower case print: When organized , When 
mustered into Confederate Service ; Term ; | Brigade 

; Division ; Corps, ; Army woe Below 
these two lines of heading, fourteen categories of information are arranged 
in vertical columns. The space below is ruled into eighty horizontal lines, 
the first and last being wider. The categories in their order are: Company; 
Date of Entry or Muster into State Service; Date of Entry or Muster into 
Confederate Service; Grade; Names; Date of Rank, and whether by Ap- 
pointment or Election; Date and Cause of Vacancy; Names of Successors; 
Date of Rank, and Whether by Appointment, Election or Promotion; Date, 
and Cause of Vacancy; Names of Successors; Date of Rank, and Whether 
by Appointment, Election or Promotion; Date, and Cause of Vacancy; 
Remarks. Under the column heading, Grade, the titles of the nine officers 


~ WSRosters of Officers. 1861-1865, 3 vols., National Archives, Record Group 109. They are 


described on page 27 (ch. I, vols. 75, 76, 78) of Preliminary Inventories, No. 101, War Depart- 
ment Collection of Confederate Records, compiled by Elizabeth Bethel (Washington, 1957). 
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who formed the regiment's Field and Staff are printed in succession from 
Colonel to Adjutant. Below Adjutant, the titles of rank, “Captain, 1st Lieut., 
2nd “ , “ “ ,” appear, repeated ten times. Under the heading of the 
first column, Company, the letters A through K are printed, in sequence, 
opposite the title, Captain, wherever it appears in the column, Grade. This 
device identified the officers of the respective companies, A through K, the 
normal complement of ten companies to a regiment.” 

It is obvious that such rosters, properly filled in with the desired infor- 
mation, present a capsule history of the regiment's organization, of the regi- 
mental Field and Staff, and that of all Company officers from the date of 
its reorganization to that of the roster’s compilation. New entries, and these 
can be found in some of the final Virginia rosters already entered in the 
bound register, two of them dated as late as March 30, 1865,” could be 
made, if space were lacking elsewhere, under Remarks, without resultant 
confusion in the record, or damage to the appearance of the roster. Pro- 
vision, in other words, was made, and put to use, for keeping these rosters 
up to date. 

The completed rosters of Virginia regiments finally entered in their reg- 
ister are not many. They record the history of the 1st, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th, 
38th, 47th, and 53rd Virginia Regiments of Infantry. They are entered in 
volume 78 of the records of the Adjutant and Inspector General’s office, 
entitled “Rosters of Commissioned Officers, North Carolina and Virginia.” 

Besides these completed rosters, there are an undetermined number of 
“fair copy” sheet rosters compiled in pencil and ready for final entry. Inves- 
tigation of the regiments which at one time or another were attached to 
Corse’s Brigade, Pickett’s Division, reveals that rosters of this type are extant 
for the 15th, 30th, and 32nd Virginia Regiments. None has been found 
for the 17th, 18th, and 29th Virginia.” Had the war continued, the rosters 
of these three regiments would soon have been entered in their proper 
serial order in the volume described.” Provision for this was made in the 


76The letter “J” was not used to designate companies in the Confederate Army. Some regiments 
had as many as twelve companies, and so included companies “L” and “M.” There was ample 

ce for manuscript entry below the printed provision for company “K.” 

77The ink and handwriting are different from those used in the rest of the roster. These entries 
record the retirement to the Invalid Corps, on that date, of two officers of the 14th Virginia 
Infantry. They resent the fina] entry made in the Virginia rosters, written, quite probably, as 


late as Saturday, April 1, before the archives of the War Department were shipped out the very 


next day. 

78Search among the records of all Virginia regiments would unquestionably bring to light similar 
rosters of other regiments. 

79The “fair copy” rosters of the 15th, 30th, and 32nd Virginia regiments are identical, ex 
in content, with the rosters entered in the register in three colors of ink. The roster of the 30 
Virginia reports the retirement of the Captain of Company B to the Invalid Corps as occurring 
on March 14, 1865. 
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volume by the penciled entry in ordinal sequence of all Virginia infantry 
regiments through the 53rd, from pages 180-181, where the First Virginia's 
roster initiates the Virginia section, to pages 284-285, where the 53rd Vir- 
ginia ended the series as the war itself came to an end. The blank pages 
which follow, to page 400, are more than ample for the later inclusion of 
the remaining Virginia infantry regiments. 

A letter written to General Cooper by his assistant, Captain John W. 
Riley, A.A.G., on March 25, 1865, sets an extraordinary seal upon Con- 
federate military documentation. Its significance as an historical document 
ranges, however, far beyond that subject. In it the Captain is revealed 
as the assistant adjutant in charge of the compilation of rosters. Beset with 
difficulties, he introduces a new proposal for their circumvention, and fur- 
ther evidence of the ability, imagination, and energy of Colonel Fowler. 
Of more general interest is the letter’s revelation of the total breakdown 
in centralized Confederate control over its army, and of the incredible 
unawareness in Cooper's office of the immediacy of the impending disaster. 
It reads as follows: 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 
WAR DEPARTMENT 
ApyuTANT AND Inspector Generat’s OFFice 
Richmond, Va., Mch. 25, 1865. 
General: 

We have been so unsuccessful in procuring correct Rosters of Regiments that I am 
disposed to adopt a new plan, which promises better results. 

Several of the States have Superintendents of Army Records, who devote their whole 
time to this work and have succeeded admirably, due no doubt in a great degree to 
personal acquaintance with the troops and the deeper interest which their State pride 
naturally engenders. I propose to request and authorize such of them as are perfectly 
willing to procure for us the Records, of which we are so greatly in need, and in turn 
will furnish them greater facilities than they now have in the discharge of their appro- 
priate duties. Col. Fowler, the Agent of Ala., first suggested this plan and freely offers 
to render us in this way all the aid in his power. I request therefore that you will 
authorize the issue of the following order: 

“Col. W. H. Fowler, Agent of the State of Ala, is hereby authorized and requested 
to obtain from the Alabama companies complete Rosters of the Commissioned Officers 
for the use of the War Dept; and commanding officers of the various armies, where 
Alabama troops may be serving, are required to facilitate him as far as possible in the 
discharge of his duties. Quarter-Masters are directed to furnish him transportation to 
and with the armies in the field upon his requisition for that purpose. Company, 
Battalion, Regimental, Battery and Brigade Commanders of Ala. troops will cause upon 
application of Col. Fowler, such Rosters to be immediately prepared according to the 
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form and instructions accompanying this order, and will certify the same to be correct, 
and deliver them to him for transmission to this office. 

“The Rosters so obtained will be returned by Col. Fowler to this office as speedily as 
possible with the certificate of having obtained the same in compliance with this order.” 

Very respectfully, 

your obt svt. 

John W. Riley, 
AAG. 


The significant endorsements of the letter, which bears the file number 
F 183, read as follows: “Respectfully submitted to the Sec War & recom- 
mended for his approval. S. Cooper A. & IG. March 27/65;” and: 
“Approved By comd Secy of War Saml W. Melton AAG War Office 
27 Mar 65.” On Tuesday, March 28, 1865, four working days before the 
evacuation on Sunday, April 2, Riley's suggested order was issued verbatim 


as Special Orders No. 73, paragraph XXVII, series 1865.™ 
VII 


To return to the Record of Virginia Forces, the Whig, once more, fur- 
nishes evidence of its continued activity. On September 30, it published 
a notice entitled, “The Soldiers of Old Virginia.” 


We would call attention of commanders [it begins] of Virginia Companies, Bat- 
talions, Regiments, Brigades, Divisions, &c., to the fact that strenuous exertions are 
being made to procure a full and accurate record of every Virginia company, &c., in 
the field. 

Now this is most desirable, for this record will show to the world the exact part 
played in this bloody drama by every individual soldier, be that soldier an humble 
private or an officer “glossed in gilded garments.” 

Each Va. Company or Regiment should at the earliest practicable moment, appoint 
one of its members to the duty of collecting facts connected with his command. 


79aNational Archives, Record Group 109. This pathetic letter and its order issued untimel 
should be contrasted with Fowler's initial letter, as Superintendent, to Cox dated: Richmond, 
Va., April 4th, 1864. It reads in part: “Gen. S. Cooper, A. & 1G. Sir: In a conversation with 
which honored me recently, you manifested such liberal interest in my mission here for the 
State of Alabama that I am induced to call your attention more particularly to the enclosed orders 
that will materially facilitate my operations. ...I desire to ask, if it should meet with your appro- 
bation, that you will issue an order approving the action of the Legislature and Governor of my 
State, and impressing upon Alabama officers the importance of furnishing promptly the informa- 
tion desired, and requesting commanding officers of the Army to facilitate me in the performance 
of my duties in such manner as will not conflict with the interests of the service. 

“Whilst I am gratified at the zeal already exhibited in this matter by those concerned, I am 
sure that the force of your endorsement thus will have an admirable effect. Your views that ‘public 
opinion should be invoked to correct the remissness of officers in making proper returns to your 
office’ impressed me very forcibly. The public opinion of my State is directed thus, and I hope to 
benefit your Dept. by my exertions in her behalf.... Please return respy through Capt. Riley.” 
CIbid.) 
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The person so appointed will receive much valuable assistance by reporting to Mr. 
Joseph Jackson, Jr., Recorder of Virginia Forces, whose office is over Woodhouse’s book 
store. The necessary stationery is furnished gratis by the Recorder. 

Many soldiers could not afford to remain in the city six or eight days paying thirty 
dollars per diem board, but an arrangement has been made with Mr. Buford, in charge 
of the “Virginia Soldier's Home,” to give each Virginia soldier, appointed to collect 
these statistics, comfortable lodging and board during his stay in the city. Rations can 
be drawn in the city, and these should be given over to Mr. Buford. 

It is necessary that the soldier should bring his blankets. 


This notice signaled the approaching lull that was anticipated in the 
fighting as the weather grew colder. The soldiers would then be freer to 
work actively in the compilation of the history of their units. At least, this 
was the hope expressed by the Recorder in his later report to the Governor. 
In the meantime, a reminder was being offered to commanders, and prac- 
tical measures adopted to make it possible for unpaid soldiers drawing, now, 
$18 a month, when they could get it, to come to Richmond for a few days 
or weeks to receive training in this work, and to pursue the necessary re- 
search in the archives of the War Department, or elsewhere. 

In the belief “that a large portion of the people of Virginia, and even 
a considerable portion of the army, are unapprized of the existence of the 
Office of the Recorder of Virginia Forces, or at least have but a faint idea 
of the importance of the duties it has in charge,” the Whig published a long 
editorial on the “The Record of Virginia” on October 20. Consonant 
with this belief, its author reviews the history of the Record, its present 
status, and its value to future Virginians. As to its present status, the one 
specifically informative item declares that “a general plan of the whole 
extent of the work has been arranged, and some of the branches have been 
worked out in detail, ready to be put into practice as soon as other circum- 
stances permit, while others are already in successful operation.” Those 
branches which must wait upon circumstance were the compilation of atroci- 
ties and the “country record,” as the Recorder refers to it in his report of 
November 25. They required further legislation, which was to be recom- 
mended to the called session of the Assembly. The branches which were 
already in successful operation, as the same source reveals, were the several 
phases of the military record. 

To stimulate them further, and to standardize their form, Jackson issued 
a new circular dated November 1. The Whig makes no reference to it, di- 


BA. S. Buford was the Virginia Army Agent. The Agency, located at the “old Columbian 
Hotel,” operated the Home for “all indigent soldiers, seamen and officers of the Virginia troops 
when passing through Richmond.” (Whig, April 19, 1864, p. 1.) 
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rectly or indirectly. The sole copy of this circular known to the writer is 
that held by the Virginia State Library." The circular is large, and is 
printed on both sides of a single sheet measuring approximately 44 by 41 cm. 
Its face is covered by the text of the circular proper in three and a third 
columns. The remainder of the fourth column is filled with two model 
forms: 1. [Form G], a regimental order authorizing the preparation of a 
regimental record, and appointing a records officer; and, 2. a “Form of 
Committee's Certificate” attesting the accuracy of the record. The back of 
the circular bears in tabular form the model Forms A to E. These demon- 
strate the proper form in which to prepare: [A] a Company Roll; [B] a 
recapitulation of Numbers, Casualties, &c.; [C] Strength and Casualties 
of the Regiment in each important battle; [D] List of the Dead; and, [E] 
Field and Staff, with respective periods of service. 

The first two paragraphs of this circular are slight revisions of the earlier 
one. The remainder, however, justifies Jackson's claim in his later report 
to the Governor that he had matured the plan of the record with great care 
before attempting to put it into execution. The amorphous Historical So- 
ciety recommended in May has been replaced by a Records Officer. Colonel 
Fowler’s circular of post-April 14 merely adumbrates him.” Jackson fills in 
Fowler's outline with detailed recommendations and endows this officer with 
military being through Form G. Jackson’s Form A refines the comparable 
Alabama form, though essentially it is the same.™ Both, in their turn, derived 
from the standard army muster roll. Jackson's decision to found his work 


81This unique circular is not listed by Crandall or Harwell. It is described, however, on the 
Library of Congress catalogue card: A 45-4151. For some cause which the writer has been unable 
to discover, Swem, Bibliography of Virginia, Part II, (Richmond, 1917), no. 15392, lists a circular 
of May 10, 1864, as another edition of this one of November 1. Correspondence with the Virginia 
State Library, to the staff of which the writer is deeply indebted for many courtesies, reveals that 
the library does not hold the circular ascribed to it in Bibliogra hy of Virginia. Possibly, a clipping 
of the Whig's semiweekly Richmond Whig and Public Advertiser of May 10, which reprints 
the daily Whig’s rewritten, undated, version of May 7, was the basis for the reference in the 
Bibliography. The reprints of the May 2 circular by the Enquirer and Sentinel were verbatim, 
and gave the date, and so would be excluded even if reprinted in semiweekly or weekly editions 
of May 10, should such exist, 

a2" ctfully suggest, to commanding officers, to appoint a competent man for each Staff, 
Rafnasdl onl Company organization, whose special duty it shall to make up the record. 
At all events, adopt some available plan and execute it as soon as possible.” (p. 4.) 

83Lack of evidence leaves it unclear whether Jackson borrowed his form A directly from Fowler; 
and whether Fowler in his turn had borrowed from North Carolina's Roll of Honor. The infor- 
mation required by all three recorders was, of course, essentially the same. Jackson makes no 
reference to model forms in his circular of May 2; and the enterprise of Colonel Fowler, a journalist 
by profession, in preparing his Guide for Claimants of Deceased Soldiers has been already cited 
(note 38). It seems very probable, therefore, that Jackson had seen the model form Fowler 
published in his post-April 14 circular and adapted it to his own work. 

The clearest evidence of direct borrowing in this field by one state from another is seen in section 
2 of Alabama’s original resolution of November 5, 1862, which authorized a memorial record 
(Acts of Called Session, 1862, p. 204). This section was drawn verbatim, except for necessary 
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on company histories was inevitable. Most artillery companies, as he points 
out, were in the class of unattached companies. The company record was 
therefore, as in the military administrative records, both inclusive of entire 
organizations and the basic building block for the records of the larger 
groupings of battalion, regiment, brigade, and division. 

The forms and the successive steps to be followed in the preparation of 
the record of a regiment or a battalion are clearly outlined under thirteen 
headings. They are new to this circular and read as follows: 


1. General Order under which Record is made up (Form G). 

2. History of the Regiment, in narrative form. 

3. Tabular Summary of Field and Staff, showing the period in which each served 
in each particular capacity (Form E). 

4- History of Field and Staff (Form A). 

5. Company Records, following consecutively in the order of their letters (Form A.) 

6. Summary of numbers, casualties, &c. (Form B). 

7. List of Battles in which the Regiment has engaged, with strength and casualties 
in each (Form C). 

8. List of Captures, showing when, where and what. 

9. Roll of the Dead in the Regiment, alphabetically arranged (Form [D]}). 

10. Roll of Honor, containing name and ground of admission. 

11. Distinction List, containing name and ground of admission. 

12. Authenticating certificate of Regimental Recorder (countersigned by Brigade Re- 
corder, if there is one). 

13. Certification of Record to Recorder Virginia Forces, by Commandant of Regiment, 
countersigned by Adjutant. 


Jackson placed the responsibility for producing unit records on the Regi- 
mental Recorder, or Records Officer. He outlines his selection and duties 
as follows: 


The Commandant of the Regiment will make a general order (Form G), appoint- 
ing and detailing some competent officer or private as Regimental Recorder, who will 
superintend the preparation of the Record, obtain from this office full instruction as 
to his duties, and the necessary stationery for his Regiment. He will see to the appoint- 
ment of the Company and Field and Staff Committees; furnish them with stationery; 
instruct them in their duties, and superintend and assist them in their labors. This 
officer should be relieved from all other duty, as his whole time and attention ought 
to be given to this work. 


Each company was to have a Company Committee which was to be 
composed of a commissioned officer, a non-commissioned officer, and a pri- 


changes a and « few minor deletions, from section 2 of South Carolina’s resolution of September 17, 
1862, as has been noted above (Journal of the Convention, Held in 1860, 1861, and 1862, 


440). 
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vate. This committee was to make up a record of its company, showing what- 
ever history it had apart from the regiment. It was to draw up “a Summary 
of the Officers from its formation, with their — periods of service 
(Form E), and the Roll of the Company (Form A). This will include every 
officer and man who has ever belonged to the Company since it was mus- 
tered into service; the original members of the Company will be entered 
first, the commissioned and non-commissioned officers in the order of their 
rank, and the privates alphabetically. Recruits will be entered in the order 
of their joining the Company. The whole will be consecutively numbered 
from the first Captain to the last recruit.” 

Form A, as thus prescribed, was a composite company muster roll. The 
provision for entering recruits in the order of their enlistment is anomalous. 
On a normal muster roll their names were entered at the time of enlistment 
at the end of the roll, to be transferred, however, on subsequent rolls to an 
approximately alphabetical position. The number assigned them corre- 
sponded to this position, rather than the order of their enlistment. Form E 
represents precisely the character and extent of the Confederate historical 
rosters of officers then being compiled by the office of the Adjutant and 
Inspector General. When completed, Jackson's Regimental Recorders could 
have easily derived this portion of Virginia’s Record directly from the register 
of rosters already described. 

The committee was to certify that the record had been made out care- 
fully and with impartiality, and to deliver it to the regimental recorder. The 
Field and Staff committee, or the adjutant, was to prepare a history of the 
regiment and of the Field and Staff and to certify it in the same manner 
to the regimental recorder. From these documents, the regimental recorder 
was to make the record of the regiment and to certify it to the Commandant, 
countersigned by the brigade recorder, if there was one. This record was 
to remain the property of the regiment. An authenticated fair copy of this 
record, certified by the Commandant, and countersigned by the Adjutant, 
was then to be forwarded to the office of the Recorder of Virginia Forces in 
Richmond. “Additional items subsequently ascertained or occurring will, 
at least once in every three months, be certified by the Regimental Recorder 
or Adjutant to this ‘office; and in like manner all information obtained by 
this office will be certified to the Regiment, so that the two books can be 
kept in duplicate.” Brigade and Division Records were to be made on the 
same general plan. 

As has been noted, the Confederate historical rosters of Virginia officers 
reveal the later introduction of new material. The interval between initial 
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entry of the roster on the register and the entry of later information can be 
shown to have been approximately three months. This parallel between 
Jackson's plan and Confederate practice suggests particularly that the Con- 
federate compilers and Jackson, and certainly Colonel Fowler, had worked 
out a basic plan to be followed for records of this kind. 

Jackson urges the desirability of having all the regiments of a brigade 
make up their records at the same time. When that is possible, the Briga- 
dier should appoint a Brigade Recorder to superintend the records of the 
whole brigade. This Brigade Recorder would then receive instructions and 
stationery from the Richmond office and instruct and supply the regimental 
recorders. “The Records of the Brigade and of its Regiments can then be 
bound together in one volume.” Here, again, a possible parallelism can be 
observed in the survival of “fair copy” penciled Confederate rosters for 
three of the five regiments attached to Corse’s brigade in early November 
of 1864. The November date, the ninth, of Major Hoge’s initial order to 
the Colonel of the 30th Virginia Regiment is at least coincidental with 
the November date of Jackson's circular. 

The information Respecting individuals and organizations is essentially 
the same requested in the circular of May 2. Some of the items have been 
expanded or made more explicit. A wholly new item under Individuals 
is the query, “whether a professor of religion or not when he joined the 
company.” The request for accuracy and conciseness is repeated. Unneces- 
sary laudations are to be “carefully avoided as at least in bad taste.” This 
injunction was probably the fruit of experience derived from returns re- 
ceived between the issuance of the initial circular of May 2 and the current 
one. Jackson expresses the belief that the legislature will confer some 
honorary distinction on those who have especially distinguished themselves, 
and urges the preparation of lists of such individuals in anticipation of 
this action. 

Since the regimental or brigade recorder was the keystone of Jackson’s 
plan for simultaneous preparation of the unit records, he stresses as essential 


... that at least one officer from each brigade should visit the office, examine the sample 
records, and inform himself thoroughly upon the subject, so that he can fully instruct 
all others in the brigade, and insure the preparation of the records in the best manner. 
Wherever possible, it is very desirable that the superintending officer of each separate 
organization should do so. A competent person will always be present during office 
hours to give any desired information, instruction and aid. Access will be obtained for 
them to all offices, state and confederate, from which information can be gathered; and 
arrangements have been made to furnish them with comfortable quarters, rations and 
writing facilities, while in Richmond upon this duty. 
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The Recorder's office was thus conceived to be both a training center for 
Records Officers and their Richmond headquarters. 

Only at the close of this long circular does Jackson refer to the establish- 
ment of historical societies “for the winter” in every organization. He de- 
scribes them as auxiliaries to the Recorder. The society would be the most 
effective agency for filling up by correspondence the many gaps in the 
records already made. Jackson concludes the circular with an offer to fur- 
nish any facilities in his power “to the troops of any other state having no 
Recorder, and desiring to prepare similar Records.” 

Of the five model forms printed on the reverse of the circular, Form A 
is the most valuable historically, since all but Form E, Field and Staff, 
could be derived from it. Those who are most familiar with regimental his- 
tories and the complexities which inhere in their preparation will be its 
warmest admirers.* Study of this form, reproduced here, reveals, almost 
at a glance, the great value the completed Record of Virginia Forces would 
have had for the history of Virginia, of the Army of Northern Virginia, 
and the Confederacy at large. This obvious inference is reinforced by the 
testimony of Lieutenant Robert T. Knox, Company C, 30th Regiment 
Virginia Infantry, who had seen them and, to judge from his rich record 
of service in many capacities in the regiment and from his subsequent his- 
torical interests, had in all probability been the Recorder of his company, 
if not the regiment. In a letter to Governor Andrew J. Montague, dated 
Fredericksburg, Va., August 30, 1903, he wrote: “All our officers wrote 
histories of their companies and had them in their baggage wagons which 
were captured and destroyed on the retreat [Sailers Creek]. We had a 
regular form furnished for the purpose and they would have been of great 


lexion, and height. A sample page of Fowler's 
b, shows that this information was, in the end, 


photostatic copy. 

Model forms for the Roll of Honor of North Carolina are not, apparently, extant. The descrip- 
tion given of the Roll itself in the Whig of March 31, 1864, suggests, however, that such forms, 
if used, must have been very similar to the later Virginian and Alabaman model forms. The 
final, extant, form of the Roll of Honor is limited to name, rank, date of entrance into service, 
age, volunteer or conscript, died or discharged, and when, and remarks, The writer is indebted 
to H. G. Jones, Archivist of North Carolina, for a photostatic copy of a portion of the Roll of 
Honor. 

In any case, as Fowler explicitly declares (p. 6), in the absence of model forms which he hoped 
to be able to furnish all troops, “the common Muster and Pay Rolls can be altered to answer.” 
The essential was the proper information. If necessary, it could be revised in form before final 
transcription to the bound volumes of the Record. 
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nae The basis of Form A is the regular army muster roll. Colonel Fowler's comparable sample ne 

ek form for Alabama troops is simpler, and asks for fewer items of information; but essentially it is 54 

ae the same. Colonel Fowler, however, in accordance with the specifications of the enabling act of zs 

Sat oe December % 1863, requested physical description of the individual soldier, similar to that of the 
26 normal descriptive list, i.e. color of eyes, hair, com 
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value in helping to make up a history of Virginia's quota furnished to 
CS.A."™ 

To facilitate passage of the needed legislation in the called session of the 
Assembly of 1864-1865, Governor Smith requested a report from the 
Recorder to support his own vigorous recommendation for new legislative 
sanction and, particularly, an adequate appropriation to sustain its opera- 
tions. Jackson submitted his long report of November 25 in compliance.” 
He justifies its length on the ground that the whole subject was new, “and 
familiar only to a few.” His words still apply. Much of the report, though 
phrased necessarily in the form of future needs and recommendations in- 
tended to satisfy them, is mere statement of what Governor and Recorder had 
already accomplished. Yet much is new in it, either as to fact or emphasis. 

Reminding the Governor that the legislature had left the plan and 
organization of the Record to the discretion of its compiler, Jackson describes 
its physical appearance in these words: “The record of each regiment will 
contain from 100 to 120 pages of about 13 by 17 inches, and will, when 
arranged in conformity with the office plan, and neatly written, present a 
very handsome appearance.” From these any desired form of individual 


records or general statistics can be compiled at any future time. Some of 
these have been arranged 


The Roll of Honor of North Carolina and the Record of Alabama, like 


the Confederate historical Rosters of Officers, were formed of two-page units. 
Their entries run across both pages. The double-page unit measures ap- 
proximately 20 by 16 inches, composed of single pages which measure 
10 by 16 inches. The Confederate rosters measure, in inches, approximately 
30 by 20, with single pages slightly under 15 inches in width. The Record 
of Virginia, therefore, was somewhat larger than those of North Carolina 
and Alabama, with a double-page measurement of 26 by 17 inches. The 
measurements which Jackson gives for it thus represent the size of the 
single page, or approximately that of the closed “book” or register in which 
they were finally entered. 

[Jackson estimated that] by the middle of December the rough records of from 
20,000 to 25,000 of our most veteran troops, and of the various companies, battalions, 
regiments and brigades to which they are or have been attached, will have been nearly 
or wholly completed to the extent of the information to be obtained from the soldiery 


®5Italics “supplied. Virginia State Library, Confederate Records, Loose “Papers, 30th Regiment 
Virginia Infantry. 

SDocument No. IX, Report of the Recorder of Virginia Forces, Called Session, 1864-65; Cran- 
dall, Confederate Imprints, no. 2283; Harwell, More Confederate Imprints, no. 873 

87The contemporary Roll of Honor of North Carolina, the Military Record of Alabama, and 
the Confederate Rosters of Officers do, indeed, present a handsome appearance. 
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BATTL $: IN WHICH ENGAGED. 


COMP A CHARLOTTE GUARD. | | | TH VIRGINLA INFANTRY. 
w W | 
1 | Barnett, John A. | Captain. , May 1, 61. | 34 | Charlotte Co. Farmer. Vol M. P P | Pw/ P | P | Aw | PK | | Charlotte Co. Va.—1=47, WP; went w into Seven Pines; at Frayser's 
Mossing/ford. | Farm lost left arm; pub —_ by Gen. for gallantry; K at 
j | Sharpsburg char'g a batt'y, and comd’g Reg. 
2 | Warren, Lewis 2d Lieut. 29 | Charlotte Co. Attorney. « | P | Aw! P|: P P @ Aw! P P | PK Virginian—1850, VMI; W in hand and leg at Wmeburg; June 30, ’62, 
re . Cole’s Ferry. ——T j = ist Lieut; lost right hand and w in head at Sharpsburg ; Oct. 15, "62, 
Sy Capt. Co; Feb. 4, '63, Major Regt; May 10, °63, Lieut. Col. Regt; K at 
Z Sharpsburg storming heights; RH, p. 
w Ww 
s 3 | Gordon, Chas. T. | 3d Sergt. | “ 22 | Charlotte C. H. | Carpenter. <« | MM. P | Aw Aw . P | Aw! Ad! Ad North Carolinvun—PR; u good soldier; disabled by wounds; Sept. 1, '62, 
= ° | ) per det to Ord. works, Richmond. 
E.M. _| Private. “ 16 Overby’s. | Student. 8. r Pi P Pr P P Pr Pp | PK Halifux Co. Va.—A gallant boy; vever failed in duty; never mised a fight, 
ie — — and died charging the enemy; RH, p. 
| 
5 | Cottrell, Robert 41 Merchant. | M. P P | As | As | Af | Af | Ad |, per det as clerk in Auditor's office, Richmond. 
| c w | W | 
6 | Sullivan, Patrick 36 Roanoke. | Laborer. & P P | Pw Aw! Af | P P | P Pw] Pw [| Irishman—July 5, ‘62, Ist Corp; May 12, 2d Sergt; RH, p. 
: . we 
7 | Edwards, Thos. 24 | Halifax C. H. Farmer. | M. P P | Ac} Ac | Ac} Ac | Ac} Af] P P Virginven—May 5, "62, at Wmsburg; imp'd in Baltimore; Nov. 10, ‘62, 
| ret'd exch’d. 
omg 8 | Robinson, David “ May 20, '62.| 30 | Surry C. H. Bricklayer. | * | s , P P| As | As | t Englishman—May 2, “62, exch'd from Co. A, 2d Va. Cav; Sept. 1, "62, 
exch'd into Co. (, Brown's Art. 
| 
9 | Mitchell, William May 25, 62.| 25 | Charlotte C. H. | Miller. Cov. | M. P P P Aw! Aw! Aw - > Virginvin—Oct. 15, "62, in Camp Winder hospital, Richmond; DW rec'd 
| | | at Frayser’s Farm. 
:* 10 | Smith, John “ May 28, '62.| 41 | Unknown. Unknown. | Sub. 8. | —~ ' Aa Aa! X X | -A- , As | X ! nknown—A coward and deserter; X just before Gettysburg, and never 
WwW wW nw c m 


w 
P means present; P and slightly wounded; P and badly wounded; P and one slight and one severe wound; P and mortally wounded; PK and killed in aetion; Pw present, although wounded; P and captured; P and missing; P and 


exhibiting great valor; *~ and showing cowardice; A absent; Aw from wounds: As trom sickness; Ad from detail; Af from furlough; Ac being prisoner; At without leave; Aa under arrest; -A- suffering punishment; X deserted; XX deserted 
to the enemy and took the oath of allegiance; in desertions between battles put X on the separating line; (_ ) occurred after he lett the Regiment; 'R protessor of religion; VMI a graduate of the Va. Military lustitute; WP do. of West Point; 
RH on roll of honor; DL distinction list; Per Det permanently detailed; DW died of wounds. Slight or single instances of misconduct should not be remembered against an otherwise good soldier. 
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FORM E. Fuld and Staff, with respective periods of service. 


a3 Se | 
, £3 3 Henderson, Charles | From May 1. | To May 5, in Killed at battle of Williamsburg. 
NAME i Wateon Henry ‘ Sept 5,” Resi 1, disabled by wounds 
= pas a 
| | | Lunt Colonels 
| 
Watson | May 4, tems, to May >, Promoted to t otenet 
E | } ourad, lasiw Sept. 
F 
G 
I } | | 
Frecp axp Srarr. | | 
TOTAL. | | | | | 
FORM D. List of the Dead in Regiment, Verginia, up to lst 1864. FORM (Strength ond Casualties of the Regiment im cack important battle 
CASUALTIES 
a BATTLES | STRENGTH 
‘ RANK. NAME. CO. AND NO. WHEN. WHERE DIED CAUSE | WHERE INTERRED Kuster. | Wouxpep MisstnG : 
elalg 
| Captain. Taylor, Henry M. A B June 1, 1562 Seven Pines Killed in battle | 2 | z § | 3 
Lieutenant. Watson, Lewis C Cc Aug. 10, 1552 Winder Hospital, Richmond From wounds received at Freyeer's Farm 
f Corporal. Mason, Robert A. F 89 May |, 1863. At home, New Kent County From disease contracted in the service 
Private. Jobnson, William G 13 Sept. 1, 1563. Field Hospital, Jobneon's Krigad From accidgntal injuries 
Culpeper Court House TOTAL | 
Private Henderson, (harles H | ce. 4, 1862 Camp Jackson Hospital, Kichmond. | Typhoid fever 
The columa of Losees applies only to cavalry for borses, and artillery for horses and guns. 


FORM B. Recopitlaton of Numbers, 
Losses 
sig 


OFFICE RECORDER VIRGINIA FORCES, 
Ricuwonp, Nov. 1, 1864. 


In pursuance of Acts of the Legislature of Virginia, 
His Excellency Suita has established this 
office, and instruct to cause a Record to be pre- 
pared, which wil tain the name and services of 
every child of Virginia, who las beretofure participat- 
ed, or shall hereafter participate in our present great 
struggle for independence, and which shall be so com- 
piled and preserved, that through al! time each one, 
and the descendants of each one who has striven tor 
his country’s freedom, may find among the Archives of 
his State an authentic history of bis own or his ances- 
tor’s part in the struggle. 

This duty is the more difficult and arduous, because 
more than three years and a half of warfare have already 
passed, and their history has to be reclaimed. The 
Government offices contain some of the information ue- 
cessary, but the amount is much lessened by the pecu- 
liar circumstances under which the war was commenced 
and has been prosecuted. Most of the information 
needed must be obtained from the people generally, 
and especially from the ariny. With their hearty co- 
operation, the Record can be made full and authentic, 
which it must be to render it realty valuable. I there- 
fure earnestly invite such co-operation from every Vir- 
ginian who is or bas been in the service, in any grade 
or capacity whatever. 

As the simplest and most efficient means of ai, I re- 
spectfully request each Virginia Company to prepare 
its history as a Company, and a history of each indi- 
vidual who has at any time belonged to its rank and 
file, and each battalion, regiment, brigade anid division 
to prepare its history as an organization, and a history 
of the individuals now or heretofore comprising its com- 
mandant, field, staff, &c. 

The Record of a Regiment or Battalion will include 
the Record of the several Companies composing it ; 
will be made up into book foru:, and its items arranged 
in the following order : 

1. General Order apder which Record is made up 
(Form G). 

2. History of the Regiment, in narrative form. 

3. Tabular Summary of Field and Staff, showing the 


them in their labors. This officer should be relieved | of interment, if known; all low of limbs, showing 
from all other duty, as his whole time and attention what; all disebarges, transiers and permanent details, 
ought to be given to thia work. when, where and to what; resignations ; desertious ; 
Each Company Committee will consist of a conunis- Yocourt martial for grave offence and panishment ; taken 
sioned officer, a non-commissioned officer aud a private, r; prolonged Hoprisonment ; paroled and ex- 
and wil! make upa Record of their Company, showing, cpouged ; all acts of ~pecial gallantry, endyre 
such History as it hus, separate from that of the Regi- other seldierly viru: complinent frow au- 
mevt; a Summary of the Officers from its formytion, therity any ether itemise in sollier’s history 
with their respective periods uf service (Form £), and worthy of note, arranged ax in Form A. 
the Roll of the Company (Form A). This wil] include Respecting Or os Companies, Batta- 
every officer and man who has ever belonged to the lions, Mygiwenss, Brigades and Dicisions—Time, place 
Company since it was mustered into service; the origi- and circumstances of formation; the officers during its 
nal members of the Company will be entered first, existence, inferior organizations from time to time in- 
the commissioned and non-commissioned officers in the cluded; superior organizations to which from time to 
order of their rank, and the privates alphabetically. time attached; impeortact movements; principal battles 
Recruits will be entered in the order of their joining in which engaged. and the part token by it in each, 
the Company. The whole will be consecutively num- with losses sustained and captures: made; Tabular 
bered from the first Captain tothe lust recruit. Inthe Statement of force engaged and loses sustained in 
Remarks every thing will be condensed as muchas is principal battles in Ferm C; what hovors have been 
consistent with distinctness. S6 much of Tables Band paid it by high military aod evil authority ; what fields 
C as pertain to the Company, should be set out. The entitled to bear upon its flag, and how entitled, with 
Committee will certify upou honor that the Record has any other facts worthy of apecial note and preservation. 
In all these the strictest accuracy with regard to 
forination which, with all diligence, they could obtain, games, dates aud places should be observed as all im- 
and deliver the same to the Regimental Recorder. The portant, and every statement shoyld be made with 
Field and Staff Committee (or the Adjutant) will pre-  serapulous impartiality, otherwieé, the record will be 
pare a History of the Regiment, and of the Field and valweless. Every thing should be stated in as few 
Staff, and certify the same in like manner. words as will set out the facts distinetly. Unimportant 
From the Company and Field and Staff Records so matter should not be admitted, and unnecessary lauda- 
prepared, the Regimental Recorder will make up the tions of individuals or organization® be carefully avoided 
Regimental Record, in the order before set out, certify as at least in bad taste. 
the same to the Commandant of the Regiment (and Io the Army of the South, couvsge, fortitude and 
have it countersigned by the Brigade Recorder, if there devotion constitute the rule, and thir absence the ex- 
is one). The Record sv prepared will remain with the @aption—etill there have been grades in these military 
Regiment as its property; and a fair copy, similarly virtues. Some have distinguished themselves above the 
authenticated, will be certified by the Commandant of majority of their comrules, while -ome have deserved 
the Regiment, countersigned by the Adjutant, to this a still higher niche in the temple of faune. It is emi- 
office. Additional items subsequently ascertained or neatly proper that the names of these hervic men 
vceurring will, at least once in every three months, be should go duwn to posterity enel: ined by their good 
certified by the Regimental Recorder or Adjutant to deeds. Their countrymen and their state will wish t 
this office ; and in like manner all information obtained koow and to do them honor. While their achievements 
by this office will be certified to the Regiment, so that are fresh in our memories they should be recorded, ‘and 
the two books can be kept in duplicate. their comrades, among whom they have suffered, bat- 
Unattached Companies and the majority of Artillery tled and too often died, form the great jury of their 
Companies come really under that head—make up their peers, which alone can decide upon their merits, and 


been curetully and iunpartially made from the best in- 


xivia organization will do so without further loss of 
time. T reapectfally request that each Major Geveral 
wid Brigadier General conunanding Virginia Troopa, 


will at onée isene the y order to the troops 
his command. and the praper offjeer to 


see 00 its execution, aud that of 
Regiment, Battalion or a Company, will 
without delay inake the orders and appointments ne- 
cessary Yor the prompt preparation of their Records. 
The winter has now come, and it ia probable that active 
military operations will be suspended, aud the army be 
to a greater or less extent in winter quarters. I would 
recommend as @ very valuable aid in the preparation of 
the Records, the establishmeut for the winter, of an 
Historyal Society in every organization; where the 
Records have not been completed, the Society would 
aid the Recorder in the.colleetion of the materials, and 
in whatever will inake their Record full and complete, 
In the Records already made, many gaps exist, which 
it will require time and correspondence to fill, but 
which cau and must be filled to reuder them perfect. 
A Society is the most effective agency for doing thi. 
Whene ver Lam informed that such a Society has been 
orgaviaed, it will be furpisbed ith puch suggestions 
ructions stem to ate ite 


To the troops of auy other state having no Recorder, 
and desiring to similar Records, this office will 
be happy to fi y facilities in ite power. 


JOS. JACKSON, Jr. 
Recorder Va. Forces. 


REGIMENTAL ORDER (6). 


Geyerat. 
No. — 


Heap Quarters —— Rac. Va. 


Lh. nartifiad ta the Reeiment eothat are fresh in our memories they should be recorded, and 
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1. General Order aBder which Record is made up 
(Form G). 

2. History of the Regiment, in narrative form. 

3. Tabular Summary of Field and Staff, showing the 
period in which each served in each particular capacity 
(Form E). 

4. History of Field and Staff (Form A). 

5. Company Records, following consecutively in the 
order of their letters (Form A.) 

6. Summary of numbers, casualties, &c. (Form B). 

7. List of Battles in which the Regiment has en- 
gaged, with strength and casualties in each (Form C). 

8. List of Captures, showing when, where and what. 

9. Roll of the Dead in the Regiment, alphabetically 
arranged (Form). 

10. Roll of Honor, containing name and ground of 
admimion. 

11. Distinction List, containing name and ground of 
admission. 

12. Authenticating certificate of Regimental Recor- 
der (countersigned by Brigade Recorder, if there is one). 

13. Certification of Record to Recorder Virginia 
Forces, by Commandant of Regiment, countersigued by 
Adjutant. 

The following course is recommended as the most 
convenient and effective system to be pursued iu making 
up these Records. Upon it many Regiments, Batta- 
lions and unattached Companies have already made 
theirs, and many others are now doing so. As far as is 
known, the system meets with general approval. 

The Commandant of the Regiment will make a ge- 
neral order (Form G), appointing and detailing some 
competent officer or private as Regimental Recorder, 
who will superintend the preparation of the Record, 
obtain from this off full instruction as to his duties, 
and the necessary stationery for his Regiment. He will 
see to the appointment of the Company and Field and 
Staff Committees; furnish them with stationery ; in- 
struct them io their duties, and superintend and assist 


by this office will be certified to the Regiment, so that 
the two books can be kept in duplicate. 

Unattached Companies and the majority of Artillery 
Companies come really under that head—make up their 
Records as Regiments, except that they have but one 
Company Roll and Committee, and have no use for 
items Nos. 3 and 4. 

Brigade and Division Records are upon the same 
plan, omitting item 5. Items 6,7 and 8 will be in- 
cluded or omitted, according to circumstances, of which 
their Recorders must judge. 

When it can be done, it is very desirable that all the 
Regimeuts of a Brigade should make up their Records 
at the same time. When that can be done, a general 
order will be made by the Brigadier, directing the pre- 
paration of a Record of the Brigade, and of each Regi- 
ment included in it, and appointing an officer to super- 


intend the Records of the whole Brigade. This Brigade 


Recorder will then obtain from this office the instruc- 
tions and stationery for the whole Brigade, and instruct 
and supply the Regimental Recorders. The Records 
of the Brigade and of its Regiments can then be bound 
together in one volume. The items of information 
desired are— 

Respecting Individwals.—Ful! uames, state in which 
born ; and if a Virginian, city or county, age, residence 
(city or county and post office), and occupation at time 
of joining the command; of what military school a 
graduate, if any; whether a professor of religion or 
not when he joined the company, and his rank; 
whether as a volunteer, conscript, substitute or other- 
wise ; whether he had belonged to any other company 
previously, and to what, and when, with his military 
history during the war, showing the battles in which 
his command was engaged ; whether he was present or 
not; if present, whether he was killed, wounded or 
taken prisoner ; if not present, the cause of bis absence; 
all promotions, showing what, why aud where; all 
deaths, when, where and from what cause, with place 


| 


are fresh in our memories they should be recorded, and 
their comrades, among whom they have suffered, bat- 
tled and too often died, form the great jury of their 
peers, which alone can decide upon their merits, aud 
give to them the werd of praise they have so well 
deserved. 

It is believed that the Legislature at its ensuing ses- 
sion will confer sou honorary distinction upon those 
who have eminently distinguished themselves. It is 
therefore recommended that each organization prepare 
a list of those who have thus distinguished themselves, 
with a statement of ti.cir meritorious conduct, in anti- 
cipation of such action. Such action, when taken, will 
at once be communicated to the a. :ny, with such sug- 
gestions as may seem desirable. 

This office will render to the Organizations, and to 


‘the officers appointed to superintend the preparation of 


Records, every facility in its power. The necessary 


stationery, properly ruled and printed, will be furnished 


upon requisition. 

It is very essential that at least one officer from each 
brigade should visit the office, examine the sample re- 
cords, and inform hime f thoroughly upon the subject, 
so that he can fully instruct all others in the brigade, 
and insure the preparation of the records in the best 
manner. Wherever possible, it is very desirable that the 
superintending officer of each separate organization 
should do so. A competent person will always be pre- 
sent during office hours to give any desired information, 
instruction and aid. Access will Se obtained for them to 
all offices, state and confederate, from which inforima- 
tion can be gathered; and arrangements have been 
made to furnish them with comfortable quarters, ratious 
and writing facilities, while in Richmond upon this 
duty. 

Many Regiments, Battalions and unattached Com- 
panies have already wholly or nearly completed their 
Records upow this plan. Others have recently com- 
menced their preparation. It is desired that every Vir- 


Gexerat 
No. —. 


Heap Quarters —— Rec. Va. 


—— 156 


In compliance with the request of the Recorder of 
Virginia Forces, and in pursuance of General Order, 
No. —, of General , it is hereby ordered 
by the Colonel commanding, that this Regiment pro- 
ceed, as promptly as possible, to prepare its Records 
according to the plans, forms and requisitions of the 
Recorder of Virginia Forces. 

2. That is hereby appointed to see 
this Order executed, and to superintend the prepara- 
tion of the Records of this Regiment, and relieved from 
other duty until the same are completed. He will at 
vnce report in writing to the Recorder of Virginia 
Forces, at Richmond, and in person to , 
at Brigade Head Quarters. 


FORM OF COMMITTEE'S CERTIFICATE. 


Hrav Qcaxters Co. 
— — 186 


We the undersigned, » Committee appointed to pre- 
pare the same, do hereby certify upon honor that to the 
best of our knowledge and belief, the foregoing isa just, 
true and impartial Record of this Company, its rank 
and file, and that the same has been carefully prepared 
from the best information which, with all diligence, we 
were enabled to vbtain. 


Commit. 
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themselves, but will require to be put into shape and authenticated for permanent 
preservation —a work about which there should be no delay. The records of other 
bodies of men are being almost daily commenced; and if the action and wishes of the 
army can be promptly and properly met by the office, the records of at least 50,000, 
and all the organizations to which they are attached, will, before the first day of Febru- 
ary, be in greater or lesser state of readiness, and can be completed, up to the point 
named, during the winter. 


Jackson reported that the interest of the soldiers in the preparation of 
the Record had been high, wherever they were informed of it. Of particular 
interest, though difficult to assess, is his claim that participation in the work 
of the Record had had a beneficial effect upon the discipline and morale 
of the troops. The Whig and the Sentinel, as we have seen, had predicted 
this result. The heavy rate of desertion in January and February 1865 sug- 
gests that Jackson’s claim at this time also rested more in advocacy than 
fact. 

The information needed from the military was to come from company 
and regimental “papers,” that is, the official musters, rosters, and returns. 
But Jackson wished also to draw on the private journals and the memories 
of officers and men, for they contained often information which could be 
obtained from no other source. These papers and journals were subject 
to many casualties. Many had been lost already, and the loss of others could 
be anticipated in each important movement.” Battle and disease were re- 
ducing the number of veteran soldiers in each company: “With every 
veteran who dies now, dies also the best history of more than one comrade 
who had gone before him.” As if sensing that this was the war's final winter, 
Jackson writes that “of what is not gathered during the ensuing winter, 


delay.” 

Jackson stresses the need to staff and equip the office properly to enable 
it to give the guidance and encouragement which he felt the soldiers required 
to maintain their own interest in the work. The report continues, “It is a 


88The former Adjutant of the 30th Virginia, Lieutenant C. R. Pollard, writing to Major Robert 
W. Hunter, Secretary of Virginia Military Records, on December 29, 1904, reports, “that all my 

pers records and muster tolls of the Regt were captured with the Commissary wagons, etc. a few 
doe receding the surrender oth April 1865 at Appomattox.” (Virginia State Library, Confed- 
erate Records, Loose Papers, 30th Regiment Virginia Infantry.) Lieutenant Robert T. Knox, as 
has been noted, rted their destruction at that time as well. In support of Lieutenant Knox 
is the fact that all the muster rolls and returns of the 30th Virginia are m.ssing after June 30, 1864, 
from the regiment's records in the National Archives. If they were captured and preserved intact 
on April 6, 1865, at Sailer’s Creek, they were, then, lost in some way subsequently by their 
captors. Actually, the extant muster rolls are RY rol] copies, returned to the Quarter Master 
General's office in Richmond. None of the 30th Virginia's extant musters, returns, or rosters in 
the National Archives derives from the copies kept at regimental headquarters. 


much must be lost entirely or if not lost, reclaimed with great labor and - 
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source of regret and embarrassment that this office is not now in that posi- 
tion. Circumstances, which controlled your wishes, have prevented you 
affording it much that is needed; and it has been necessary to do as well as 
could be done with inadequate means.” This passage is the Recorder's 
clearest allusion to the legislative shortcut which Governor Smith and his 
friends of the Whig had taken to create the Office of the Recorder of the 
Virginia Forces, and the financial stringencies which it had imposed. It 
reflects confidence, however, that the approaching session of the Assembly 
would be sympathetic to his work. 


The report points to the desirability of incorporating civilian officers of 
the state in his work. Much needed information lay beyond the reach of 
military orders. Particularly concerned were discharged men, and those on 
sick and wounded furloughs. Information concerning them was frequently 
not available at regimental headquarters. Jackson suggests in his report that 
most of such information could be gathered by clerks of courts, attorneys 
for the commonwealth, sheriffs, and commercial agents. Their codperation, 
if it could be enlisted, would provide “an important amount of most valuable 
material ... with but little labor to any one person, and which will other- 
wise be gathered only with great labor and cost.” Jackson is on sound 
ground here. But his experience in the summer had taught him that “with- 
out authority to compel assistance” he could expect little from this source. 
His recommendation was made with the hope that such authority would 
be provided by legislative action. 

Jackson’s remarks in 1864 concerning information to be sought of pris- 
oners of war deceased in Union prisons anticipate the action of his ultimate 
successor, Colonel Joseph V. Bidgood, Secretary of the Confederate Mili- 


tarv Records of Virginia, in 1914." “Certain classes of information,” he 

®On November 2, 1914, Joseph Bidgood reported to General W. W. Sale, Adjutant General 
of Virginia: “Many died in northern prisons and are buried in cemeteries adjacent to them. The 
Government has given me lists of these, on which I find names of Confederate soldiers, who were 
lost sight of and not accounted for.” The following year he reported more fully on October 30, 
1915: “Som time ago I secured a list of those who were in prison at Camp Chase, Elmira, 
Ft. Delaware and other United States prisons, died there and buried in the National Cemeteries; 
this list enabled me to locate and secure names that had been lost.” (Annual Reports of Officers 
.. of Virginia for the year ending September 30, 1914; and...1915. Report of the Adjutant 
General, p. 101 [1914]; p. 76 [1915]. Richmond, 1915, 1916.) 

These, and other, raw lists which were furnished Colonel Bidgood, it should be noted, were a 
fertile source of error in the “Confederate Records.” The possibilities can be inferred, for example, 
though the following is not written from inference, from the designations of the following units: 
the goth Virginia Regiment of 1861, Colonel R. C. W. Radford, which became ix October, 1861, 
the and Virginia Cavalry; the 30th Regiment Virginia Infantry, June 13, 1861-April 9, 1865; the 
3oth Battalion Virginia Sha ooters, 1862-1865; the 3oth Virginia Battalion Cavalry (Vande- 
vanter’s Battalion Virginia Cavalry); and the 30th Virginia Militia. Union records show that 
members of the 30th Battalion Virginia Sharpshooters, were, in particular, understandably reluctant 
as prisoners of war to reveal to their captors the full, official designation of their unit. They pre- 
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writes, “should be obtained from the United States, especially with regard 


to our men who have died in prison, and of whom certain information 
cannot be had except through arrangements especially made for the pur- 
pose. Files of several northern publications devoted to army and war mat- 
ters should be obtained, if possible, from the commencement of hostilities.” 
Jackson's early realization of the great value of newspaper files for his work 
has already been cited. 

The Recorder concludes this section of his report with the proposal that 
the state bestow a badge of distinction upon the living and dead whose 
names would appear in the Record’s Distinction List. “A ribbon bearing 
the state arms would be sufficient, and “The Virginia Ribbon’ soon will 
become, as it should be, a highly coveted honor.” 

After the three paragraphs already noted concerning the suspension of 
the attempt to collect authenticated evidence of war damage committed 
“contrary to the usage of civilized nations,” Jackson proposes a “country 
record.” This record would contain “instances of daring, fortitude, devotion 
and heroism, not excelled by the most gallant soldier in our ranks, or by 
the most renowned of any clime or age, [which] have been common among 
all classes of our non-combatant population, from half grown maid to the 
gray haired patriarch.” No evidence has been found which indicates that 
such a “country record” was attempted in the remaining months of the war. 
But, in support of his proposal, Jackson wrote an eloquent concluding 
paragraph which proved prophetic. 

When this war is over and peace returns, the wonderful story of this conflict will 
be sought with avidity by the scholar, the statesman and the historian, by the surviving 
actors in its varied scenes, and the descendants of those who have sacrificed fortune and 
life in the struggle; and they will turn to Virginia as the first great point of interest. 
How strange to them will seem the statement that the glory of Virginia rests only upon 
general report. That the archives of the state contain no memorial of her own deeds or 
those of her children. That she has not even a file of a single newspaper published 
within her limits. Yet, unless prevented, this must be the case. 


The introduction of at least two bills in the Assembly resulted. One, 
as we have seen, was the reintroduced bill No. 136 of the previous session, 
now renumbered House bill No. 85, which took the form of amendment 
and reénactment of the Act of February 7, 1862, coupled with the repeal 


ferred the 30 Va. Regt (or Battn). If they died in prison, as some of them did, it was as members 
of the “30 Va. Regt” Cor Battn) that they were buried according to official Union records. With- 
out access to the official Confederate musters and returns, Colonel] Bidgood's staff had no means 
of checking them, and entered them, therefore, in the “Confederate Records” as members of the 
30th Regiment Virginia Infantry. Many errors of this kind, and related causes, could be cited. 
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of the Act of March 13, 1862. On March 9, 1865, or, according to the Exam- 
iner, in the night session of the eighth, this bill was approved by the House 
of Delegates by a vote of 87 to o.” It was taken up in a thin Senate on 
March 14, where a vote of “ayes 23, noes 4” defeated it for lack of a con- 
stitutional majority,” since, as a bill carrying an appropriation, the affirma- 
tive vote fell short of the Senate’s quorum of 26. The normal procedure in 
this situation was a motion to reconsider, by one of the members who had 
voted in the negative, followed by one to lay on the table until a fuller 
Senate or House could be assembled. This courtesy was extended by Mr. 
Dickinson, as the Journal of the Senate reveals (p. 238). On March 17, 
the Assembly recessed until March 29.% No evidence has been found that 
the Senate reconsidered its vote between the fourteenth and the seventeenth; 
and the lack of a quorum rendered the reassembly after recess abortive.” 
Significantly, however, the House bill (No. 49) designating Colonel Henry 
Hill as agent to facilitate the settlement of claims of deceased soldiers was 
passed by the Senate on March 14. 

This second technical defeat of former bill No. 136, as House bill No. 
85, changed nothing during the two weeks that remained to Richmond of 
war. The Act of February 7, 1862, continued in force unimpaired. By its 
provisions, and Governor Smith's determination, the office of the Recorder 
of Virginia Forces had been in operation with accelerated momentum for 
a full eleven months on the day of the Senate's vote. There is no reason 
to believe that Jackson’s staff did not continue their labors on the Record 
of Virginia into Saturday, April 1, 1865, with the same unforeseeing devo- 
tion manifested by the compilers of Confederate historical rosters in the 
office of the Adjutant and Inspector General. 

The second bill of interest to the Record was introduced in the Senate 


Richmond Dispatch, March 10, 1865, p. 2; and Examiner, March 10, 1865, P; 1, in identical 
accounts. Significantly, the Virginia Recs advocate and steadfast friend, the Whig, in its issue 
of March 13, 1865, p. 1, was content to ort merely that, “A bill amending the law creating 
the Office of Recorder of Virginia Forces in the Confederate Army, was passed.” This refers to the 
action of the House. The unbroken, previous silence of the Dispatch and Examiner concerning 
the Record suggests that the emphasis in their accounts of March 10, 1865, on the financial details 
of the bill did not bloom suddenly, like a spring flower, from new found sympathy with its purpose 
or with its sponsors. Copies of bill No. 85 are not listed in Crandall, Confederate Imprints, or 
Harwell, More Confederate Imprints; nor has it been found in the holdings of the New York 
Public Library or of the New-York Historical Society. 


% Richmond Sentinel, semiweekly, March 17, 1865, p. 1; Richmond Dispatch, March 15, 186s, 


2 
r Richmond Sentinel, daily, March 18, 1865, p. 2, and semiweekly, March 17, 1865, F 1; 
Richmond Dispatch, March 18, 1865, p. 2. The text in the semiweekly Sentinel is virtually a 
verbatim transcript of the Journal of the Senate for the called session 1864-65 (Crandall, Con- 
federate Imprints, no. 2299; Harwell, More Confederate Imprints, no. 878). 

Journal of the Senate, and Richmond Sentinel, March 31, 1865, p. 1, April 1, a F 2. 

% Journal of the Senate, pp. 236, 242; Richmond Dispatch, March 15, 1865, p. 2; Richmond 
Sentinel, March 9, 1865, p. 1. The vote is not recorded. 
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“to confer a badge of honor on the officers and soldiers of Virginia who may 
distinguish themselves for gallant services.” It was also technically defeated 
in the Senate for lack of a constitutional majority on March 8.” 


VI 


The office of the Recorder was located, it will be recalled, at 139 Main 
Street, on the south side, between 12th and 13th streets, above James Wood- 
house’s bookstore. This address placed the Record of Virginia in the heart 
of that section of Main Street which was destroyed by the fire of April 3, 
1865. Spreading northward from Shockoe Warehouse crammed with to- 
bacco, it swept the area from the river as far as Main Street between 15th 
and oth streets on its south side, and between 14th and 8th streets on its 
north side,® “as well as all the houses in Governor Street up to Franklin.”” 
Governor Street is the continuation of 13th Street which ascends Capitol 
hill to the east of the Square and then becomes 12th Street as it reaches 
the crest. On this same slope, at the head of 12th Street, north of Bank 
Street, stood the State Court House.* Upstairs in this building, General 
William H. Richardson, Adjutant of Virginia, and Colonel Henry Hill had 
their offices.” Here were kept not only the current records of Virginia's 
militia regiments, payroll musters of the Virginia Forces, and the records 
related to the settlement of death claims, but those also of her contribution 


Richmond Dispatch, March 9, 1865, p. 2; and Richmond Sentinel, March 9, 1865, p. 1. The 
vote is not recorded. 

%The issues of the Evening Whig of April 4 and 5, 1865, are the most detailed source. “At 
present,” the account of the fourth begins, “we cannot do more than enumerate some of the most 
rominent buildings destroyed. These include the Bank of Richmond, Traders Bank, Bank of the 

mmonwealth, Bank of Virginia, all the banking houses, the American Hotel, the Columbian 
Hotel, the Enquirer Building on 12th street, the Dispatch office and job rooms, corner of 13th 
and Main streets; al] that block of buildings known as Belvin’s Block, the Examiner office, engine 
and machinery rooms; the Confederate Post Office Department building, the State Court House, 
a fine old building situated on Capitol Square, at its Franklin street entrance; the Mechanic's 
Institute, vacated 4 the Confederate States War Department, and all buildings on that Square 
up to 8th street, and back to Main street; the Confederate Arsenal and Laboratory, 7th street.” 
The account of April 5 (p. 2) is valuable for delimiting more precisely the extent of the fire 
on Main street. “The fire, commencing at the Shockoe Warehouse, radiated front and rear 
and on two wings, burning down to, but not destroying M. L. Jacobson’s store, No. 77 Main 
street, south side, halfway Pesta 14th and 15th streets, and back to the river, through Ca 
and all intermediate streets westward. On Main, the fire was stayed at oth street, sweeping bac 
to the river. On the south [sic, north] side of Main the flames were stayed at Mitchel] & Tyler's 
jewelry store, between 13th and 14th streets [the address of Mitchell & Tyler was 108 Main Street 
(Richmond Directory and Business Advertiser, 1856, pp. 9, 182; and the Richmond City Directory, 
1866)]. From this point the flames raged on the north side of Main up to 8th street, and back 
to Bank street.” 

97]. B. Jones, A Rebel War Clerk's Diary, ed. by Howard Swi (New York, 1935), Ul, 460. 

%Map of the City of Richmond, Virginia, From a Survey by J. H. Adams, Assist. U. S. Coast 
Survey, 1858[?], with additions from Smith’s Map of Henrico County, 1853. Prepared at U. S. 
Coast Survey Office A. D. Bache Supt., 1864; and compare note 96 above. 

The Stranger’s Guide for the City of Richmond ... No. 1, October (Richmond, 1863), p. 19. 
The location of Colonel Hill's office is specified by the Sentinel, September 8, 1864, p. 1. 
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to all earlier wars. Thus, on that fatal day, were lost both the records of 
the four years of war being reclaimed by Joseph Jackson, Jr., and his staff 
at 139 Main Street, and the entire military record of Virginia’s current and 
earlier struggles preserved in the State Court House; besides much else 
that reached far back into early colonial days.” 

The location of the Whig saved it from the fate of the Dispatch, the 
Enquirer, and the Examiner. It resumed publication on April 4 as the 
Evening Whig, an avowed pro-Union sheet.'* By some irony of fate, it 
is the Evening Whig's verbal description of the conflagration in its issues 
of April 4 and 5, and its famous map “showing the burnt districts,”"* which 
prove the fiery end of the Record of Virginia Forces, once the Whig's own, 
particular godchild. 

As a consequence, Virginia, the first officially to envisage the creation of 
contemporary records of state military contribution to the Confederacy, has 
today only the Confederate historical rosters of officers of Virginia regiments 
to embody the documentary effort by which she had reclaimed so much 
of her history fer the period 1861-1865. The ratio of salvage which these 
rosters represent to the energy Virginia expended is slight indeed. Yet, 
though slight, the precious residue concentrated in their pages deserves 


100W,. W. Sale writes in his report as Adjutant General: “All records of this office were 
destroyed in 1865, at the time of the evacuation of Richmond, and consequently we have no record 
of the soldiers in the several wars.” (Annual Reports of Officers... of Virginia for the year ending 
Saptetbas 30, 1913 [Richmond, 1914], p. 10.) 

Olln the preface of the Executive Journals of the Council of Colonial Virginia, R. H. McIlwaine 
writes: “Unfortunately, the Transactions of the General Court ... were burnt up in the fire that 
destroyed the State Court building the night of the evacuation of Richmond, in April 1865.” 
(Richmond, 1925, I, 5.) 

M2Evening Whig, April 4, 1865: “The editor, and all who have heretofore controlled its 
columns, have taken their departure. ... The [William Ira Smith) and one attache 
[A. C. Cole] of the recent editorial remains. former has had a conference with General 
Shepley, the Military Governor, who assented to the publication of the paper on conditions 
which will be cheerfully and faithfully complied with. The Whig will therefore be issued hereafter 
as a Union paper.” The Sentinel, likewise spared by the flames (ibid.), elected to resume the exile 
upon which it had first entered when the Union forces occupied Alexandria in May of 1861 (The 
Sentinel, New Series, Volume I, No. 1, March 11, 1863, p. 2). 

103Alexander W. Weddell, Richmond, Virginia in Old Prints 1737-1887 (Richmond, 1932), 
Plate LXXII. Other plates in this interesting volume represent the horrors and desolation of the 
evacuation and the fire from page 171 through page 188 (Plates LXVI-LXXIV). A summary 
account taken from older sources without reference is given by Alfred H. Bill in The Beleaguered 
City, Richmond 1861-1865 (New York, 1946), pp. 276-277. The Whig’s map, “showing the 
bounds of the great conflagration,” was described at length in the last issue of the Evening Whig 
of Saturday, April 8, 1865 (p. 1) and was promised for sale at the Whig's office the followin 
Monday, when the newspaper appeared in enlarged format, in the morning, as the Rich 
Whig. The map was the work of Hoyer and Ludwig, Richmond's lithographers who had inked 
so many a stone in the service of the Confederacy, The map was prominently advertised in subse- 
quent issues of the renamed Whig, at 50 cents a copy. ve 

If further proof were needed of the fate of 139 Main Street, and the Record of Virginia Forces, 
it is to be found in the Richmond City Directory for 1866. In it (p. 172) “Woodhouse & Parham 
(James Woodhouse and Benjamin M. Parham), booksellers,” are listed at “Governor ab Main.” 
Mitchell & Tyler, jewelers, on the other hand, described as saved from the fire's destruction at 
108 Main street, as noted above, are still in business at that address in 1866. 
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collection and publication, not so much as a monument to Virginia's regi- 
ments and men, as to her pioneer realization of the importance of method- 
ical, contemporary documentation of modern war. 


IX 


Virginia has truly encountered greater difficulties than most southern 
states in her attempts to reconstruct her Confederate record, as Major Robert 
W. FElunter, the first Secretary of the then Military Records of Virginia, 
declares in his report of 1908. The “Confederate Records” in the Vir- 
ginia State Library, compiled by Major Hunter and Colonel Bidgood, in 
accordance with legislative enactments, between 1904 and 1917," repre- 
sent Virginia’s nearest approach in over ninety years to the kind of record 
which was being compiled in 1864. In spite of the devoted endeavor, under 
great handicaps, of its two secretaries, the “Confederate Records” are at best 
a promise unfulfilled. They cannot be compared with North Carolina’s 
extant Roll of Honor, or Alabama’s extant Military Records. And North 
Carolina’s volumes of the Histories of her several regiments and battalions, 
published at state expense three years before Virginia's General Assembly 
authorized the commencement of the “Confederate Records,” are in a class 
by themselves. 


Yet this disparity in the record of the two chief contributors of manpower 
to the Confederate States Army is no longer the consequence of necessity. 
The regimental “papers” to which the Recorder of Virginia Forces referred 
as his primary sources are accessible today in the National Achives for 
serious study, and have been since 1938, as they were not available between 
1904 and 1917." These official rolls, musters, and returns, it is true, show 
gaps in many regiments. Some, however, particularly cavalry regiments, are 


104Report of the Secretary of Virginia military records to the governor of Virginia for the year 
ending December 31, 1909, p. 3 (Annual Reports of Officers... of Virginia 1909 (Richmond, 
1910] ). The attribution to General Richardson's office of complete records of Virginia's Confederate 
soldiers is, of course, a misapprehension by Major Hunter. Both Secretaries appear to have been 
completely unaware of the Record of Virginia Forces, as, also, of the harsh documentary realities 
which compelled its establishment. 

105Acts and Joint Resolutions Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Virginia During 
the Sessions of 1904, 1906, 1910, 1914, and 1916 (Richmond, 1904, 1906, 1910, 1914, 1916). 
1904: pp. 114-115 (Code of Virginia, 1904, Section 381c); 1906: pp. 32-34; 1910: pp. 407-408, 
420; 1914: p. 321; 1916: p. 890. Annual Reports of Officers .. 5) Virginia: 1911-1916 (Rich- 
mond, 1911-1917), Report of the Adjutant General: 1911, p. 11, 20, 356; 1912: p. 331; 1913: 
P- 10; 1914: p. 101; 1915: p. 76; 1916: pp. 44-45. The Journal of the House of Delegates, 1916 
(Richmond, 1916) reveals (pp. 245, 279-280, 506) that Mr. H. C. Lowry, of Bedford, was 
the sponsor of the measure “to _—_ chapter 70, page 114 of Acts of the Assembly, session 1904, 
creating the office of Secretary of military records and Acts amendatory thereof.” In accordance 
with his bill, the department was abolished as of February 28, 1917. 

106Robert W. Hunter, Report of the Secretary of Virginia Military Records (Richmond, 1908), 
pp- 7-8. In December 1913 a letter from Joseph V. Bidgood to F. C. Ainsworth’s successor as 
Adjutant General of the United States Army reveals that the official Confederate records in the 
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represented by an unbroken, or virtually unbroken, series of official muster 
rolls from July-August 1861 through January-February 1865. For the periods 
unrepresented by extant musters, there is a mass of official documentation 
of all kinds, Confederate and Federal — and as early as 1864 Jackson was 
aware of the necessity to consult northern records for certain types of infor- 
mation. These permit reconstruction today of Virginia regiments along the 
general lines drawn by the Recorder in his circular of November 1, 1864. 
Much of this material (the carded records) is arranged in the National 
Archives by individual name, under the organization to which the individ- 
ual was attached. Other portions are distributed in various files and registers 
and other forms of documents. For the ages and occupations of individual 
soldiers, there are the 7th and 8th United States census reports of 1850 
and 1860. These can be made to yield the age, occupation, marital status, 
place of residence, and birthplace of the individual soldier. 

Where a modern reconstruction of the Record of Virginia Forces is most 
handicapped is in the area of individual participation in “each engagement,” 
which is beyond reclaim; and in that of Form C, Strength and Casualties 
of the regiment in each battle. The chief difficulty here is not the casualties, 
for they can be found for the major battles in contemporary newspapers 
for many Virginia regiments, or can be reconstructed from other evidence. 
The difficulty lies, rather, in the number of “men carried into battle.” 
These effectives, as at Sharpsburg, often bore little relation to the numbers 
reported in the official returns and musters. Even in this area, however, 
much can be recovered from the “Loose Papers” of the “Confederate 
Records” in the Virginia State Library, from newspaper files, local histories, 
and private papers. Finally, much miscellaneous information concerning 
individuals can be gleaned from Confederate cemeteries. 

The Virginia State Library holds copies of most, if not all, of the original 
Virginia muster rolls in the War Department's Collection of Confederate 
Records in the National Archives. If to these were added microfilm copies 
of the miscellaneous material (carded records) in the National Archives, 
together with a complete microfilm file of Virginia newspapers published 
during the war and still extant in widely scattered holdings, and another 
of selected northern newspapers, all the basic material would have been 
collected and brought to Richmond which Joseph Jackson, Jr., sought to 
gather there in 1864. His Record of Virginia Forces could then proceed, 
much as he outlined it, as individual, or collective initiative was moved to 
respond to the challenge. 


War Department's collection were still inaccessible at that date (National Archives, Record Group 
94, R & P File, no. 717,786). 


; 
2 
; 
a 
: 
= 
‘ihe 
x 
2 
af 


OBITUARIES FROM THE FAMILY VISITOR 
April 6, 1822—April 3, 1824 
Edited by Patricia P. 


Durinc the brief existence of the Family Visitor, published in Richmond 
from 1822 to 1826, obituaries appeared regularly. These death notices, 
transcribed and arranged alphabetically, are here offered to the genealogist 
and the historian. All sentimental laudation of the deceased has been 
omitted, but any mention of family, war record, or occupation has been 
included. Unusual causes of death and interesting epitaphs are likewise 
reprinted. In a few cases more than one announcement of a death was 
published and, since discrepancies exist, both announcements appear here. 

The marriage notices which were published in the Family Visitor during 
this same period were edited and printed in the July 1959 issue of the 
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography CLXVII, 318-331). 

The file of the Family Visitor belonging to the Virginia Historical Society 
has been used in transcribing the obituaries. The date following each notice 
is the date of the newspaper in which the obituary appears. “Ut.” Cabbre- 
viation for ultimo) indicates the death occurred in the month preceding 


that in which the newspaper was published, and “inst.” (abbreviation for 
instant) indicates that the death occurred during the month in which the 
newspaper was published. “/Et.” (abbreviation for zxtalis suae) means in 
the year of his (or her) age; therefore, AZt. 70 indicates that a person was 
sixty-nine years old and in his seventieth year. “Of this city” refers to 


Richmond. 


[Died] — In Belfield, Dr. A. Abernathy, 22. — September 13, 1823. 

[Died] —In Prince William Mr. Benjamin Adie, 38.— November 8, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Hanover Co. Mrs. Martha Adkins, consort of Mr. Thomas 
Adkins, of this city, 23. — November 15, 1823. 

[Died] — At Saguina, Michigan, Lieut. James B. Allen, son of Hon. 
Samuel C. Allen, of Mass. — November 15, 1823. 

Died, in the City, on Thursday morning last [October 24], aged 37, 
Mr. John Allen, Tobacco Merchant, a native of England. . . . In his death, 
his afflicted Widow (who has lately buried a brother and both her children) 
has lost her last relative in a foreign land. — October 26, 1822. 


*Mrs, Clark, of Oak Ridge, Tennessee, was formerly a member of the staff of the Virginia 
Historical Society. 
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[Died] —In Buckingham Co. William Allen. — March 20, 1824. 

[Died] —In James City Co. Mr. William S. Allen, 61.— October 25, 
1823. 

[Died in Fairfax Co. Va.] Mrs. Ann Allison, 53. — October 11, 1823. 

[Died in Richmond] Mrs. Elizabeth Alvis. — August 30, 1823. 

Died — In the City of Washington, on the 19th ult. James H. Ancrum, 
Esq. of South Carolina. — February 1, 1823. 

[Died] — In Cherry Point, Izates Anderson, Esq. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died at Alexandria] Mr. James Anderson, sen. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] . .. the Rev. Peyton Anderson . . . departed this life on Wednes- 
day the 27th ult. at Culpeper Courthouse. . .. He was born and raised in 
Chesterfield county, about 25 miles from this city. ... He has left an aged 
father and mother, five brothers and four sisters. . .. — September 6, 1823. 

[Died] — In Williamsburg, Robert Alfred, son of Leroy Anderson, 6. — 
September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — At Berwick, Maine, Mr. Hawley Applebee, aged 89 — his 
descendants are, 16 children, 100 grandchildren, and 69 great-grand- 
children. — April 3, 1824. 

[Died] — At Youngstown, Pa. Mrs. Margaret Armor. When bereft of 
her reason, she terminated her own existence. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] At Red-Hook, N. York, on the 24th Dec. [1822] Mrs. Aliba 
Armstrong, wife of Gen. John Armstrong, late Secretary of War, and sister 
of the late Chancellor Livingston. — February 8, 1823. 

[Died] —In St. Louis, Lieut. and Adjutant Thomas Jefferson Ayre, of 
the 1st Regiment U. S. Infantry, in the 22d year of his age. — October 25, 
1823. 

[Died in this city] Mrs. Margaret Ayres, in the 86th year of her age. . . . 
— March 20, 1824. 

[Died] — near New-Baltimore, same [Fauquier] Co. Mrs. Bailey, 60. — 
November 29, 1823. 

[Died] — At the Warm Springs, in Bath, Mr. John Bailey, 26. — Sep- 
tember 13, 1823. 

Died, In Richmond, Mr. John Baird. — December 20, 1823. 

[Died] — At Philadelphia, Benjamin G. Baker. His death is noticed 
as a caution to venders of medicine; he died by taking tincture of rhubarb, 
in which laudanum had by some unknown means been mixed. — August 

o, 1823. 
: [Died] — At Shepherdstown, John Baker, Esq. Attorney at Law, and 


formerly a Representative in Congress. — August 30, 1823. 
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[Died] — At Shepherdstown, Miss Julia W. Baker. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — At his lodgings in Washington, the Hon. William Lee Ball, 
aged about 45, for several years past and at the time of his death, a Repre- 
sentative in Congress from the state of Virginia. — March 6, 1824. 

[Died] — At Elizabethtown, N. J., Jeremiah Ballad, Esq. a hero of the 
revolution, 75. — September 13, 1823. 

[Died] — At Dighton, Mass. Mrs. Elizabeth Baylies, aged 63 years. — 
August 9, 1823. 

[Died in Jefferson Co.] Mr. Jeremiah Beckman. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — In Berkeley Co. Geo. Beddo, a distiller, was scalded to death. — 
November 8, 1823. 

[Died] — Near Parkersburg, Va. Jacob Beeson, Esq. — September 27, 
1823. 

[Died in Richmond] Mr. Nathan Curtis Benjamin, a native of Connect- 
icut. — October 4, 1823. 

Died — In this city, yesterday morning, the Rev. Charles Bennet. . . 
— December 7, 1822. 

[Died] — In Frederick county, Mr. James Bennet. — August 9, 1823. 

[Died] — In Hanover Co. Mr. Thomas Nelson Berkeley, son of Nelson 
Berkeley, Esq. of King William Co. — September 27, 1823. 

[Died] In Albemarle county, on the 30th August, Mrs. Elizabeth Ber- 
nard, consort of Mr. John Bernard, in the 8oth year of her age. — September 
14, 1822. 

Died — On the 20th ult. at his residence in the county of Campbell, 
George Beverley, Esq. in the 56th year of his age. — January 4, 1823. 

[Died] — In Campbell Co. Mrs. Judith Beverly, relict of Mr. George B. 
44. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — At West Liberty, Brig. Gen. Benjamin Biggs, £t. 71. — Janu- 
ary 10, 1824. 

[Died] — In New-York, Mr. Danforth Billings, a student in the General 
Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States, 28. — February 7, 1824. 

[Died in Prince George Co.] — Miss Susan Bishop, daughter of Charles 
Bishop, dec. formerly of Petersburg, 14. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died] — At Columbia, S. C. George Blackburn, formerly Professor of 
Mathematics in the South Carolina College. — August 30, 1823. 

Died — At the residence in Northumberland, Col. Hiram Blackwell, 
one of the Delegates to the Assembly from this County. — February 8, 1823. 

The death of the Rev. John D. Blair, late pastor of the Presbyterian 
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Church on Shockoe Hill, in this city, has been announced. . . . having en- 
tered the 64th year of his age, he was on the 1oth instant numbered with 
the dead. ...— January 18, 1823. 

[Died] —In Burlington, N. J. Gen. Joseph Bloomfield. — October 11, 
1823. 

[Died] — In South Reading, Mass. Col. Amos Boardman, 68. — August 
23, 1823. 

[Died] — In Ohio, whither he had gone on business, Hon. Elijah Board- 
man, a Senator of the United States from Connecticut. — September 6, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Chesterfield Co. Mr. Daniel Boisseau. — February 7, 1824. 

[Died] —In Petersburg, ... Mr. James Boisseau, ... of that place. — 
April 3, 1824. 

[Died] — In Amelia Co. Pinkethman D. Booker, Sen. 70. — October 11, 
1823. 

[Died] — In New-York city, Rev. Christian Bork, late Pastor of the Dutch 
Reformed Church, Franklin-street. — October 11, 1823. 

[Died] — In Charlotte Co. Mrs. Ann B. Bouldin, wife of Judge Thomas 
T. Bouldin. — January 10, 1824. 

[Died] — In Westmoreland Co. Mr. Thomas Bouldin, of Danville on 
the Roanoke. — November 1, 1823. 

[Died] In Tennessee the Rev. Ambrose Bourne, a most valuable Minister 
of the church of Christ, in the Baptist denomination. — January 17, 1824. 

[Died] — In Tennessee, Rev. Ambrose Bourne, of the Baptist denomi- 
nation. — February 28, 1824. 

[Died] — In New-York, Benj. F. Bourne, Esq. of the United States’ 
Navy, only son of the late Honourable Judge Bourne, of Bristol, R. I. — 
November 29, 1823. 

[Died] — In Hanover Co. Mr. John Bowe, 22. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] — At his residence in Isle of Wight county, Mr. Wm. I. Boykin, 
aged 23 years. — August 9, 1823. 

[Died] — In Petersburg, Mrs. Betsey C. Brame. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — In Powhatan Co. Mr. Matthew Branch, 58. — November 1, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Frankfort, Ky. Joseph Cabell Breckenridge, Esq. Secretary 
of State of Ky. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] —In Dearfield, Mass. Mr. Willard Bridges.... November 22, 


1823. 
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[Died] — In the 73d of his age Richard Brien, Esq. late consul general 
of the United States to the Barbary powers. — February 21, 1824. 

[Died] — In Wellington, Mass. widow Mary Briggs, aged one hundred 
and two years, leaving 9 children aged 79, 77, 73, 72, 70, 68, 63, 60, §7. — 
The ages of the mother and children 721. She also left 56 grand-children, 
and 47 great-grand-children. — January 3, 1824. 

[Died] — In North Haven, Conn. Mrs. Sarah Brochet, aged 71, wife of 
Mr. Isaiah B. She was the first who died of a family of six sisters, the aver- 
age of whose age is 72, and whose husbands are all yet living. — February 
28, 1824. 

[Died] — In Alexandria, D. C. Mrs. Anne Brooke, relict of the late Com. 
B. 65. — October 18, 1823. 

[Died] On the 18th July, at the residence of Dr. Campbell, Miss Cathar- 
ine Brown, daughter of Mr. J. Brown, of the Cherokee nation. . . .— Sep- 
tember 6, 1823. 

[Died] — In Winchester, Mr. Thomas Brown. — August 23, 1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Thomas Brown. — September 20, 1823. 

Died — In Fredericksburg, in the 22d year of her age. ... Mrs. Louisa 
S. B. Bryce, consort of the Rev. John Bryce. She left an infant aged eight 
days. — January 18, 1823. 

Died — In this City, on the morning of the roth inst. the Rev. John 
Buchanan of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the 78th year of his age. — 
December 21, 1822. 

[Died] — In Shenandoah County, Mr. Charles Buck, 74. — August 16, 
1823. 

[Died] — On the 24th of April, at Sierra Leone, Mr. Bunner, school- 
master at Freetown. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] In Albemarle, Va. on the 12th ult. the Rev. Benjamin Burger, 
a minister of the Baptist Church. Aged 77 years. — December 7, 1822. 

[Died at City Point] Capt. Theos wee of Caroline Co. 52. — 
March 20, 1824. 

[Died] — In Botetourt Co. Mrs. Sarah Butt, of the Methodist Church. — 
January 31, 1824. 

[Died] —In Savannah, Ga. Gen. William Byne, a native of King & 
Queen Co. Va. aged 66. — April 3, 1824. 

Miss Elizabeth N. Cabell, died of a Consumption on the 17th of July 
last, at the Salt Sulphur Springs. ... She was an only — about whom 
centered the warmest affections of a widowed mother. .. . — September 21, 
1822. 
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(Died) — At his residence near Lynchburg, Dr. George Cabell, 57. — 
December 27, 1823. 

[Died] On the 2d Nov. in the 63d year of his age, Col. William Cabell, 
of Union Hill in the County of Nelson. — December 14, 1822. 

[Died] — Near Trenton, N. J. Col. Lambert Cadwallader. — September 
27, 1823. 

[Died] At his late residence, near Lexington, Rowan county, N. C. a 
short time since, in the 77th year of his age, Andrew Caldcleugh, Esq. He 
served his country . . . during the Revolutionary war. ...— July 13, 1822. 

[Died] — In Norfolk, Col. George Washington Camp. — December 13, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Orange Co. Col. William Campbell, a Patriot of the Revo- 
lution, 69. — November 15, 1823. 

[Died] — In Andover, Mass. Mr. Parker Carlton, an indigent youth, 
aged 23 years....— January 10, 1824. 

[Died] — In Fluvanna Co. Mr. Wilson Jefferson Cary, 45. — October 4, 
1823. 

[Died] In King William Co. Miss Caroline Catlett. — October 18, 1823. 

Deacon Cauldwell . . . finished his holy course on the 4th of last month. 
— April 13, 1822. 

[Died] — At Abingdon, Mrs. Cawood, wife of Mr. Benjamin Cawood. 
A villain approached the house and shot her with a rifle. Four persons are 
in custody on suspicion. — November 15, 1823. 

[Died] — In Louisa Co. Mrs. Eliza R. Chandler, consort of Mr. Leroy 
Chandler, formerly of this city. — February 21, 1824. 

[Died] — In Lexington, Va. Mr. Samuel Chandler, Sen. — February 28, 
1824. 

[Died] — In the District of Columbia, Mrs. Amelia Chapman, consort 
of the late Geo. Chapman, Esq. of Va. and mother of Professor Chapman 
of Philadelphia. — September 27, 1823. 

[Died] — In Lunenburg Co. Mrs. Sally Chappell, 40. — September 20, 
1823. 

[Died] — On Board the Frigate United States, lying at Hampton Roads, 
Levi Chase, 22. He fell from the mizen mast to the deck, was dreadfully 
mangled, and died immediately. — January 10, 1824. 

[Died] — In Charleston, S. C. the 1st inst. where he had gone for 
the benefit of his health, the Rev. Philander Chase, Jun. of Zanesville, 
Ohio, son of the Right Rev. Bishop [Philander] Chase. — March 27, 1824. 
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[Died] — In Buckingham Co. the Rev. Rainey Chastein, 85. — Novem- 


ber 22, 1823. 

[Died] — In Washington city, Augusta Alethea Chauncey, eldest daugh- 
ter of Commodore [Isaac] Chauncey. — March 20, 1824. 

[Died] — At New-Haven, Con. Hon. Charles Chauncey, LL. D. 76. — 
September 27, 1823. 

[Died] — In Prince Edward Co. Mrs. Elizabeth Cheadle, 67. — Decem- 
ber 13, 1823. 

[Died] —In Charlotte Co. Mr. Wm. Chealham, 74.— October 18, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Amherst Co. John Christian, 80.— October 11, 1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] — Mrs. Clare, wife of James Clare. — September 
20, 1823. 

[Died] — At Bridgeport, Shenandoah Co. Elias Clark, Esq. 40. — No- 
vember 29, 1823. 

[Died] Near Sumterville, S. C. Mrs. Martha Clark, in the 105th year 
of her age. ... She has left a numerous offspring, some of whom are her 
great-great-grandchildren. — July 27, 1822. 

Departed, this life, on Sunday, the 9th instant, in the county of Charles 
City, Miss Elizabeth Clarke, daughter of Mrs. Rebecca E. Clarke, in the 
1oth year of her age. ... November 15, 1823. 

[Died — At Paris, (France,)] Nicholas Clary, formerly a merchant of 
Marseilles. — August 9, 1823. 

[Died] —In Buckingham Co. Capt. Nicholas Cobbs. — November 1, 
1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Robert Coburn, 55. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — In Petersburg, Mr. John Cochran. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — In Philadelphia, Jacob J. Cohen, Esq. formerly of Richmond, 
a native of Germany, and one of the corps of Hebrew Volunteers in S. C. 
in the Revolutionary War. — October 18, 1823. 

[Died] —In Prince George Co. Mr. William Cole. — November 15, 
1823. 

[Died] — In this city B. W. Coleman, Esq. Attorney at Law. — October 
18, 1823. 

Died, In Richmond, Mrs. Elizabeth Collier, AEt. 51. — October 4, 1823. 

... The Rev. James Colman, our Missionary at Chittagong, . . . died on 
the 4th of July, at Cox’s Bazar, of a Jungle Fever. Mrs. Colman is at Chitta- 
gong, and is very ill of the same fever. . .. — December 7, 1822. 
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[Died] — At Honeywood, Berkley County, Va. Rawleigh Colston, Esq. 
in the 75th year of his age. - August 9, 1823. 

[Died] — At Springfield, (Mass.) Mrs. Mercy Colton, aged 96. — Octo- 
ber 11, 1823. 

[ Died] — In Augusta, Geo. Mr. Lewis Convert, a native of France, for- 
merly a resident of Richmond. — August 23, 1823. 

Died, — In Lancaster County, Va. the 21st May, Mrs. Sarah D. Corbin, 
consort of Mr. George L. Corbin. — She . . . has left a disconsolate husband 
and two small children. . ..— June 15, 1822. 

[Died] — At Sand Hills (Ga.) Mrs. Catharine Course, 73. — August 16, 
1823. 

Died, In King William on the 13th of October, Dandridge P. Courtney, 
a respectable citizen of the county. — November 1, 1823. 

[Died] — In Louisa County Mr. Albert G. Cowherd, 18. — August 16, 
1823. 

Died, on the 6th inst. after a short illness, Mrs. Euphan N. Cowling, 
consort of Mr. Willis Cowling of this city. — December 14, 1822. 

[Died] — In Winchester, Mr. John Coyle, 81.— November 29, 1823. 

[Died] — In Jefferson Co. Mr. William Coyle. He was thrown from his 
horse and died the next day. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died] — In Amherst Co. Mrs. Hannah H. Crawford, wife of Bennet 
A. Crawford, Esq. — November 22, 1823. 

William Crawford was executed at Washington, Pa., on the 21st ult. 
for the murder of his son Henry Crawford. He was an Irishman by birth. 

..— March 15, 1823. 

[Died] —In Adams Co. Pa. Dr. William Crawford, formerly a Repre- 
sentative in Congress. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died in Fredericksburg] Mrs. Sophia Crewdson, relict of the late Mr. 
Henry Crewdson, of Richmond Co., aged 43 years. — March 27, 1824. 

[Died] — In New-York, Mr. David B. M. ‘Cullogh, 23. — August 16, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Brucetown, Mrs. Maria Cunningham, wife of Mr. Thos. 
Cunningham, formerly of Charlestown, Jefferson County, 26. — August 
30, 1823. 

[Died] — Near Moorefield, Hardy county, Va. Mrs. Matilda Cunning- 
ham, in the 23d year of her age. — August 9, 1823. 

[Died—In Berkley Co.] Mrs. Curtis, an aged lady. — September 6, 1823. 

[Died] — At Washington city, Mrs. Ann Cutbush, aged 54 years. — 


August 9, 1823. 
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[Died] — At West Point, New-York, on the 15th inst. Dr. James Cut- 
bush, Professor of Chemistry in the Military Academy. — January 3, 1824. 

[Died] —In Hamilton (N. H.) Rev. Manasseh Cutler, LL.D. 81. — 
August 16, 1823. 

Died, on the 2d of [September 1821], in St. Bartholomew, the Rev. John 
Dace, a missionary of the [Wesleyan Missionary] society....— June 22, 
1822. 

[Died] — At Romney, James Daily, Esq. President of the Branch Bank 
at that place. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] —In Stafford Co. Eliza Travers Daniel, daughter of Mrs. Mil- 
dred Daniel. — November 15, 1823. 

[Died] — At Sierra Leone, Lieut. Dashiell, commander of the United 
States Vessel, Augusta. — November 22, 1823. 

[Died] —In Lynchburg, Mr. William Davies, son of the late W. H. 
Davies, Esq. of Bedford Co. 19. — November 1, 1823. 

[Died] — In Shepherdstown, Mr. Cornelius Davis. — August 23, 1823. 

[Died] — In Gloucester Co. Mrs. Lucy Davis, consort of Mr. Arthur L. 
Davis. — November 1, 1823. 

[Died] —In Concord, N. H. Lieut. Robert Davis, 89. — August 23, 
1823. 

[Died] At Washington, on the 14th inst. after an illness of two weeks, 
the Rev. Samuel Davis, Minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, /2t. 
about 28. — September 21, 1822. 

[Died] — In Lynchburg, Mrs. Sarah Davis, consort of Henry Davis, Esq. 
of that place. — March 27, 1824. 

[Died] At Winchester, on the 1oth inst, Maj. William Davison, post- 
master. ... — September 21, 1822. 

[Died] In Georgetown, yesterday morning, of a typhus fever, Charles 
Dawson, Esq. one of the Clerks in the Office of the Register of the Traesury. 
— November 9, 1822. 

[Died] — In Fairfax county, Mr. John Dawson, in the 86th year of his 
age....— January 3, 1824. 

[Died] —In Deerfield, Portage Co. Ohio, Mrs. Day, wife of Col. Day, 
69. Her death was occasioned by the sting of a yellow wasp, which she re- 
ceived while engaged in drying apples, and survived but fifteen minutes 
after the fatal event. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] —In Monmouth, Me. 16th ult. Simon Dearborn, Esq. brother 
of Gen. Henry Dearborn, aged 90. — March 27, 1824. 

[Died in the City of Washington] Mrs, Catharine Livingston de Bresson, 
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wife of the Secretary of the Legation of France and senior daughter of the 
Honorable Smith Thompson, of the State of New-York. — February 7, 
1824. 

[Died] — At his residence in Georgetown, D. C. on the 1st inst. Mr. de 
Greuhm, Minister from the King of Prussia to the United States. — Decem- 
ber 6, 1823. 

[Died] — In Eastville, Northampton county, Va. Dr. Alexander P. L. 
Denny, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Chambersburgh. — September 
27, 1823. 

[Died] In Bartholomew's parish, $. C. Capt. John Herbert Dent, of 
the U. S. Navy, 42. — September 6, 1823 

Died, at Murfreesborough, N. C. on the 6th ult., in the 58th year of 
his age. — Gen. J. F. Dickinson... .— July 13, 1822. 

[Died] — In Caroline Co. Wm. Dickinson, Esq. 62. — October 11, 1823. 

Died, on the 17th inst. at the residence of her mother in the county of 
Hanover, Miss Martha C. Diggs, Ait. 18. — October 26, 1822. 

Died, In Pittsylvania, Mrs. Mildred Dillard, wife of Dr. L. Dillard, 34. 

— January 17, 1824. 

Mr. Moses Dixon, a resident of Campbell county, Va. about 14 miles 
from Lynchburg, committed suicide on the 29th ult....— February 15, 
1823. 

[Died] — At Philadelphia, Judge Walter Dorsey, of Baltimore. — August 
9, 1823. 

[Died] — At Warrenton, N. C. Mr. John D. Drake, 24. — October 11, 
1823. 

[Died] — In York Co. Mr. John Drummond. — January 17, 1824. 

[Died] — In Petersburg, Miss Ann Dunant. — March 27, 1824. 

[Died] — In Nottoway County, James Dupuy, Esq. 66. — August 16, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Dinwiddie Co. Mrs. Nancy W. consort of Mr. Matthew 
Dyer. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died] — At Lynchburg, Mr. James H. Earle. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] — In Fairfax Co. Mr. John Earnshaw, 35.— October 25, 1823. 

[Died] — In Martinsburg, Mrs. Charlotte Ebberls. — February 28, 1824. 

{Died} — In South Carolina, Thomas Elliot, Esq. a soldier of the Revo- 
lution. — February 28, 1824. 

Died. At Red Hill, Amherst Co. John Ellis. — August 30, 1823. 

Died, In Amherst Co. Thos. H. son of Col. J. Ellis. — January 24, 1824. 

[Died] — On the 15th inst. John W. Eppes, Esq. — September 20, 1823. 
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[Died] — At Savannah, John Eppinger, Esq. late Marshal of the District 
of Georgia. — August 9, 1823. 

[Died] — In Washington city, Mr. John Erskine, 40. — January 24, 1824. 

[Died] — In Berkley Co. Mr. John Evans, Jun. 42. — September 6, 1823. 

[Died] — At Oakley in the Co. of King William, Captain Thos. R. 
Evans, in the 52d year of his age. — March 27, 1824. 

[Died] — At Petersburg, Mr. James R. Farrar, a native of Ireland. — 
November 15, 1823. 

[Died] — At Alexandria, Capt. Peter Faulkner. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — Near Millwood, Va. Mrs. Elizabeth Fauntleroy, an aged mem- 
ber of the Baptist Church. — April 3, 1824. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Ann Fawcett. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died in Washington city] Rev. Lewis R. Fechtig, Elder in the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, and Presiding Elder of the Baltimore District. — 


October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — At Arkansas Dr. Richard H. Fenner, formerly of Franklin Co. 
N. C. 29. — November 22, 1823. 

[Died] —In King George Co.—Mr. Edward Ferris. — October 25, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Washington Mr. Robert Fisher, a native of Delaware, and 
a Clerk in the Treasury Department. — November 22, 1823. 

[Died] — At Sierra Leone, Edward Fitzgerald, Esq. Chief Justice of the 
Colony. — November 1, 1823. 

Died, At his residence in Chesterfield Co. William Fleming, presiding 
Judge of the Court of Appeals, in the goth year of his age. — February 21, 
1824. 

[Died] — On the 6th, [of May] also at sea, Rev. S. Flood, First Colonial 
Chaplain at Sierra Leone. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Mr. Frederick Flore. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — In Petersburg, Mr. Nelson Flournoy, formerly of Richmond. — 
January 31, 1824. 

[Died] — On board the U. States brig Spark, Sailing Master Benj. Follet. 
— November 29, 1823. 

Died, In Hanover Co. the Rev. Reuben Ford, one of the oldest Baptist 
reachers in Virginia, Zt. 82. — October 18, 1823. 

[Died] — At Philadelphia, Caleb Foulke, Esq. 55.— October 25, 1823. 

[Died in Hanover County} Mrs. Martha Lavinia Francis, 28, and on the 
following day, her daughter, Louisa Christian, 7.— September 27, 1823. 
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[Died] — In Surry Co. N. C. Hon. Jesse Franklin, 65.— October 4, 
1823. 

[Died] — At Paris, (France,) William Temple Franklin, grandson of 
Dr. [Benjamin] Franklin, and editor of his works. — August 9, 1823. 

[Died] — In Dinwiddie Co. Capt. J. Frazer. — September 13, 1823. 

[Died] — At Nassau, New-Providence, the Rev. Simon Frazer, D.D. 
- Minister in that town. — November 15, 1823. 

[Died] —In Washington, Col. Constant Freemason, Auditor of the 
Treasury for the Navy Department, aged 67. — March 6, 1824. 

Among the Recent deaths by yellow fever, at New-Orleans our readers 
may have noticed that of Mrs. Fromentin. We have since learnt that her 
husband, Hon. Eligius Fromentin, formerly a Senator of the United States, 
and more recently District Judge in Florida, died [October 6] within 
twenty-four hours after the death of his lady. - November 9, 1822. 

[Died] — In Madison Co. Rev. Henry Fry, 85.— September 6, 1823. 

[Died] — At Staunton, Mr. Bartholomew Fuller, 64. — August 16, 1823. 

James Fuller, from Alexandria, killed himself with rum [in Monrovia, 
Liberia]. — September 13, 1823. 

Died. Yesterday morning at half past 12 o'clock Mr. Alexander Fulton, 
of Mt. Erin. ... — September 6, 1823. 

[Died in this city] Mrs. Alice Gage, widow of the late Arnold Gage. — 
March 20, 1824. 

[Died] — In Richmond, Mr. Arnold Gage, a native of Ireland, aged 47. 
— August 30, 1823. 

[Died] —In Wenham, Mass. Mrs. Elizabeth Gardner, sister of Hon. 
Timothy Pickering. — November 15, 1823. 

[Died in Richmond] Mrs. Martha Geoghegan, /Et. 87. — December 13, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Halifax Co. Doctor John C. Gibbs, 31. — February 21, 1824. 

[Died] — In Amherst Co. Mr. Wm. H. Gibson, 50. — September 20, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Queen Anne County, Maryland, Mr. William Gibson, one 
of the Clerks in the Department of the Treasury. — October 11, 1823. 

[Died] — At Edgefield, C. House, S. C. Gen. John S. Glascock. He died 
of a gun wound he received in his hand, by his gun accidentally going off, 
which gave him the lock jaw. — February 7, 1824. 

[Died] — In Dinwiddie Co. Miss Emily Goodall, 16.— November 29, 
1823. 

[Died in Surry Co.] Mr. Meshach Goodrich, 53. — December 13, 1823. 
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[Died] — In Rockbridge Co. Mrs. Gowel, wife of Mr. Christian Gowel. 


— February 14, 1824. 
Died, Yesterday morning, about eight o'clock, Mr. Robert Graham, of 


Manchester. . .. — August 16, 1823. 
[Died] — In Dinwiddie Co. Mrs. Julianna S. P. Grammer. — November 
1, 1823. 


[Died] —In N. York, the Hon. Gideon Granger, formerly for several 
years Postmaster General of the U. S. — January 18, 1823. 

Died, In Campbell Co. Col. James Grant, a soldier of the Revolution. — 
March 6, 1824. 

[Died] — Prince George county, Va. Mr. Uriah Grantham, 43. — August 
23, 1823. 

Died, In this city, John Grantland, Esq. Attorney at Law — February 14, 
1824. 

[Died] — At Malaga, Spain, Mrs. Gravina, widow of the late Henry 
Gravina, Esq. and sister of the late Mr. Gallego, of Richmond. — January 3, 
1824. 

[Died] — In Boston Mrs. Elizabeth Gray, Consort of Hon. William Gray, 
51. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] — In Dinwiddie Mrs. Elizabeth Green, 59. — October 11, 1823. 

[Died in Petersburg] Mr. J. T. Green. — January 24, 1824. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Mr. John Green, a native of England. — Octo- 
ber 4, 1823. 

[Died] In Bowdoinham, 28th ult. Mr. Joseph Green, aged 82, formerly 
of Portsmouth. He was a soldier in the revolutionary war, for several years 
on board the Ranger, under the command of the intrepid [John] Paul Jones. 
...— June 22, 1822. 

[Died] Mr. William Green, for some time a resident in Alabama. — 
January 31, 1824. 

[Died in Richmond] Mr. James Greig, a native of Scotland, 38. — Sep- 
tember 6, 1823. 

[Died] On Wednesday the 22d ultimo in the 23d year of her age, at her 
residence in the county of King and Queen, . .. Anne, wife of Mr. William 
Gresham. . . . leaving a disconsolate husband and two infant children... . 
— February 1, 1823. 

[Died] —In Richmond, Mr. John S. Gunn, aged 32. — September 6, 
1823. 

[Died] — In this city, Joseph H. youngest son of Mr. Richard Gwathmey, 
aged one year and eleven months. — March 6, 1824. 


oe 
| 
= 
Sat 


Obituaries from the Family Visitor 71 


[Died] —In King William Co. Major Joseph Gwathney, in the 67th 
year of his age. — February 21, 1824. 

[Died] In Tyngsboro’ M[assachusett]s. Miss Abigail Hadlock, aged 104 
years. ...— January 18, 1823. 

Died, In this city, Mr. Michael Hagan, Printer, aged 4o years, formerly 
of Philadelphia. — March 20, 1824. 

[Died] — At Baltimore, Rev. John Hagerty, 76. He had been a minister 
in the Methodist Church near half a century. — September 13, 1823. 

[Died] — In Loudoun Co. a child of Mr. Haines burnt to death by its 
clothes taking fire. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died] — In Nelson Co. Mr. Thomas Hales, a native of Ireland. — Oc- 
tober 11, 1823. 

[Died] — In Suffolk Co. Mr. Frederick Hall. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] — In Lexington, Va. Miss Grace Hall. — October 11, 1823. 

[Died] — In Fincastle, Col. Andrew Hamilton. — November 15, 1823. 

[Died] — In Fredericksburg, Miss Lillias Hamilton, daughter of Capt. 
George Hamilton, 15. — January 24, 1824. 

[Died in Richmond] — Mr. John Harban. — September 27, 1823. 

Died, In Fredericksburg, Mrs. Elizabeth H. Hardia, wife of Mr. William 
Hardia. — March 27, 1824. 

[Died] — In Kentucky, Gen. Martin Davis Hardin, formerly a Senator 
in Congress, 43. — November 1, 1823. 

[Died] — In Bertie Co. N. C. Mrs. Sarah Hardy, wife of Wm. P. Hardy. 
— January 31, 1824. 

[Died] —In the county of Prince George, Col. Wm. H. Harrison. — 
March 13, 1824. 

[Died] — In Botetourt Co. Col. Matthew Harvey. — October 4 and 11, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Brunswick Co. Mr. Robert, and Mrs. Susan Haskins. — 
September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — At Madisonville, La. Joseph H. Hawkins, a native of Ken- 
tucky. He succeeded Mr. [Henry] Clay, as a member of Congress, on his 
departure for Europe. — November 15, 1823. 

[Died] — In Georgetown D. C. Mrs. Elizabeth Battaley Haynes, wife 
of Robert James Haynes, Esq. of Barbadoes, and lately from England. — 
October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — At Petersburg, Mr. Lemuel P. Heath. — August 23, 1823. 

[Died] — In New-Kent Co. Alice Eaton Hendren, daughter of Mr. P. 


Hendren, 72t. 9. — November 15, 1823. 
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[Died] — In Fairfax Co. Mr. James Herbert of Loudoun. — September 6, 
1823. 

[Died in Monrovia, Liberia] Abel Herd, foolish obstinacy. — September 
13, 1823. 

[Died] — In Hadley, Mass. Mr. George Hibbard, aged 77 — having had 
16 children, 109 grand-children and 51 great-grand-children. A few years 
since Mr. H. his wife and 17 of his descendants made a public profession 
of religion. — August 16, 1823. 

[Died] — At Charleston, Jefferson Co. Maj. R. G. Hite, 41. — September 
13, 1823. 

[Died] — In Frederick Co. Mr. Jno. Hodgson. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Mrs. Hoff, widow of the late Lewis Hoff. — 
September 20, 1823. 

[Died] At City Point, Mr. James Hoffman, of Alexandria, aged 24. — 
August 16, 1823. 

[Died in Richmond] — Major David Holloway. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] — In Newtown, L. I. Col. Jesse Holly, a hero of the revolution, 
70. — September 27, 1823. 

[Died] — In Georgetown, D. C. Mr. Benjamin Homans, Senr. late Chief 
Clerk in the Navy Department, /Et. 59. — December 20, 1823. 

[Died] — In Nottoway Co. Mr. George Hood, a native of Scotland. 
He was found in the road, beaten and mangled in a shocking manner. 
One of his neighbours has been arrested and committed to jail. — January 
24, 1824. 

[Died] — At the Bowling Greene, Caroline Co., Major John Hoomes, 

aged 48 years. — March 27, 1824. 

‘ [Died] — At Bowling Green, Richard Hoomes, son of Col. John Hoomes, 
dec. late of that place. — January 3, 1824. 

[Died] —In Matthews Co. Mrs. Ann Hudgins, consort of Col. J. 
Hudgins, 28. — December 13, 1823. 

[Died] —On Wednesday 17th inst. of a pluretic disorder, after the very 
short illness of about forty hours, Christopher E. Hudson, of Chesterfield 
county, in the 27th year of his age. ... — December 27, 1823. 

[Died in Loudoun Co.] — Mr. Ellis Hughes. — September 13, 1823. 

[Died] — At Washington City, Mr. Jeremiah Hunt, a Deacon in the 
1st Baptist Church. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died] near the same place {New-Baltimore, Fauquier Co.], James 
Hunton. — November 29, 1823. 
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[Died] — At Augusta, Ga. Mr. Edward Hurley, formerly of Richmond, 
25. — September 13, 1823. 

[Died] At Washington city, Mrs. Eliza Woodside Hutton, wife of James 
Hutton, Esq. of the Navy Commissioners Office, 24. — August 16, 1823. 

Died, On Thursday 30th ult. Hon. Jared Ingersol, President Judge of 
the District Court for the City and County of Philadelphia. — November 
9, 1822. 

[Died] —In Fairfax Co. Richard Jackson, Esq. 47.— September 27, 
1823. 

[Died] —In Hanover Co. Alfred James, son of Mr. Fleming James 
of Richmond. — September 13, 1823. 

[Died] —In Hanover Co. Maria Ferrill, daughter of Fleming James, 
Esq. of Richmond, aged 6 years. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — In Hanover Co. Rebecca Minor, daughter of Mr. Fleming 
James of this city [Richmond], 5. — September 27, 1823. 

[Died] — In Loudo[u}n Co. Mr. Israel Janney. — August 30, 1823. 

[Died] — In Lunenburg Co. Miss Martha Jefferson. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] —In Hampshire Co. Jacob Jenkins, Esq. High Sheriff of the 
County. — November 29, 1823. 

[Died] — In Wilmington, Del. Mr. John Jenkins, a celebrated teacher 
of Penmanship. — November 15, 1823. 

[Died] — At the residence of Mr. Robt. Booth, in Dinwiddie Co. Rev. 
Enoch Johnson of the Methodist Church. — December 6, 1823. 

Died, In Richmond, Mr. John Johnson, formerly of Louisa Co. aged 21. 
— September 13, 1823. 

[Died] —In Petersburg, Mr. Nathaniel Johnson, ...of that place. — 
April 3, 1824. 

[Died] — In Shenandoah Co. Mrs. Rachel Johnson, wife of Mr. ‘Charles 
M. Johnson. — September 6, 1823. 

Died at Morant Bay, Jamaica, on the 24th of September last [1821], 
the Rev. George Johnston, one of the missionaries of the Wesleyan Mis- 
sionary Society. ...— June 22, 1822. 

[Died] — At sea, on his passage to England, May 5, Rev. W. Johnston, 
Missionary in Sierra Leone. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] On the 18th instant, at his summer residence, in Orange county, 
Virginia, Maj. Churchill Jones, aged 74 years. In the death of this aged 
citizen, we have lost another of the surviving worthies of the Revolutionary 
War. .. . — September 26, 1822. 

[Died] At his residence in James City county, on Monday the 16th 
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ult. in the 71st year of his age, Mr. Daniel Jones, sen. ...— January 4, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Roxborough, Mrs. Deborah Jones, wife of the Rev. Horatio 
G. Jones, 32. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — In Warwick Co. Mr. John Jones, a distinguished soldier of 
the Revolution, Ait. 63. — February 7, 1824. 

[Died] — At St. Louis, in his 65th year, John Rice Jones, Esq. a Judge 
of the Supreme Court of Missouri. — April 3, 1824. 

[Died] — In Petersburg, Gen. Joseph Jones, a patriot of the Revolution. 
— February 14, 1824. 

Died. In Richmond, Mrs. Lucy Jones, aged 50. — August 23, 1823. 

Departed this life on Sunday night last [September 22], Mrs. Mary G. 
Jones, the only surviving daughter of Samuel M’Craw, of this city [Rich- 
mond], and relict of the late John R. Jones, in the 29th year of her age. 
...— September 26, 1822. 

[Died] — In Fredericksburg, Mrs. Rose Jones. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] — In Stafford Co. Mr. Thomas L. Jones, 21. — January 24, 1824. 

[Died] — In St. Mary’s Co. Md. Walter Moore Jones, 23. — August 30, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Suffolk, Mr. Robert Jordan, of the Society of Friends, 61. — 
January 31, 1824. 

[Died] —In Jefferson county, Mrs. Kabell, on the day following, her 
husband, Mr. Daniel Kabell. — August 23, 1823. 

[Died] — In Georgetown, S. C.... Maj. John Keith. — September 27, 
1823. 

[Died] — Near Sulphur Spring, Frederick county, Miss Polly Keller, 
20. — August 23, 1823. 

[Died] — At Rapide, Louisiana, George N. Kemper, Esq. son of Col. 
John Kemper, of Fauquier Co. 28. — September 6, 1823. 

[Died] — In Poultney, Vt. the Rev. Clark Kendrick, pastor of the Bap- 
tist church in that place, aged 48.— April 3, 1824. 

[Died] — In Richmond, Mr. James Kennedy, Millwright, 35. — August 
16, 1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] — Mr. Wm. Kinlin. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — In Georgetown, S. C. Clealand Kinlock, Esq. — September 27, 
1823. 

[Died] —In Cumberland Co. Mrs. Kirkpatrick, consort of the Rev. 
John Kirkpatrick. — October 4, 1823. 
[Died] — At Georgetown, Mr. John Knowles. — August 9, 1823. 
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[Died] — In Martinsburg, Mrs. Catharine S. Krauth, wife of the Rev. 
Charles P. Krauth, 29. — January 31, 1824. 

[Died] — In Winchester Miss Elizabeth Kring, daughter of Mr. Joshua 
Kring, of Rockingham Co. — September 6, 1823. 

[Died] — Mrs. Fanny Lacy, consort of the late Rev. Edmund Lacy, an 
old and respectable member of the Methodist Church. — December 6, 1823. 

[Died] — In Bordentown, N. J. Gen. Henry Lallemand. — September 
27, 1823. 

[Died] — At Free town, Sierra Leone, Rev. Geo. Lane, a Wesleyan Mis- 
sionary, aged 27. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died] — In Williamsburg, Mr. George Lang, in the 68th year of his 
age. — January 3, 1824. 

Died, In Manchester, Mrs. Martha Lang, consort of Mr. William Lang. 
— February 7, 1824. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] — Mr. Jabez Larue. — September 20, 1823. 

Died. — At Harper's Ferry, a few days ago, after a short illness, Colonel 
Jacint Laval, aged about 60 years. Colonel Laval came to this country 
during our Revolutionary war, as a coronet of dragoons in the French army 
under General Rochambeau. ...— September 14, 1822. 

[Died] — In Philadelphia, Dr. J. O. B. Lawrence, 32. — September 6, 
1823. 

[Died] In New-Orleans, Mr. John C. Lawrence, Baker, late of Rich- 
mond. — February 1, 1823. 

[Died] — At Dumfries, Va. John Lawson, Esq. a native of Scotland, 69. 
— August 23, 1823. 

[Died] — In Richmond, John Lee, Esq. 59. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — In Carlisle, Pa. Mrs. Mary Duncan Lee, wife of Richard H. 
Lee, Esq. of Leesburg. — November 1, 1823. 

[Died in Richmond] — Ormond Lee, son of Thomas Lee, 5. — Septem- 
ber 20, 1823. 

[Died] —In Northumberland Co., Mr. Richard Lee, of Cobbs Hall, 
in the 56th year of his age. — March 27, 1824. 

Died, in Buckingham, at the seat of Judge [William H.] Cabell, on the 
13th inst. Miss Lucy N. Legrand, of Charlotte. ... — August 31, 1822. 

[Died] — In Petersburg, Mrs. S. Ann Lemoine. — January 24, 1824. 

[Died] — At Lynchburg, Mr. James Lewellin. — August 16, 1823. 

[Died] — Near the Sweet Springs, Mrs. Mary Lewis, consort of the 
late John Lewis, Esq. — February 28, 1824. 
[Died] — At Augusta (Ga.) Mrs. Mary Ligon, 46. — August 16, 1823. 
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[Died] — In Norfolk, Mrs. Matty Lindsay, 57. — August 16, 1823. 
[Died] — In King William Co. Capt. Bernard Lipscombe, a hero of the 
revolution, 68. — September 6, 1823. 

Died, At Washington on the 18th inst. in the 66th year of his age, the 
Hon. Brackholst Livingston, one of the Associate Justices of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. — March 22, 1823. 

Died, In Richmond, Mr. John Livingston, AZt. 74. — October 11, 1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] — Mrs. Mary Lockhart, 30. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — In Washington City, Mr. Ira D. Love a member of Columbian 
College, 26. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died] On board the ship Moss, on her passage from Philadelphia to 
Londen, the Hon. William Lowndes. ...— January 18, 1823. 

[Died] —In Richmond, Mrs. Jane Lownes, 37.— November 1, 1823. 

[Died] — In Barnwell District, S. C. Rev. John Lugg. — February 28, 
1824. 

[Died] — At Belchertown, Mass. Major Elihu Lyman, 81.— October 
11, 1823. 

[Died] — In Chesterfield Co. Mr. J. F. Lynch, son of Mr. Francis Lynch, 
of Petersburg, 18. — September 13, 1823. 

[Died] — At Port-au-Prince, W. I. Mr. John Lynch, a native of Caroline 
Co. Va. — September 13, 1823. 

[Died] — At Portsmouth, Midshipman James P. M’Call. — October 25, 
1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Mr. Samuel M’Collum, 90. — October 4, 1823. 

Died, of a Consumption, on Tuesday night the 22d October, at his 
Father's residence, (in Buckingham County) in the 26th year of his age, 
Mr. John M’Cormick . . . he left two children. ...— November 16, 1822. 

[Died] —In Pendleton County, Mr. John M’Coy, son of Gen. Wm. 
M’Coy. — August 16, 1823. 

[Died] — In Winchester, Mr. John M’Coy, son of Gen. Wm. M’Coy, 
20. — August 30, 1823. 

[Died] — In Ohio, Hon. Jno. A. M’Dowell President Judge of the 6th 
Circuit of that State. — October 18, 1823. 

[Died] — In Lunenburg Co. Mrs. Jane MacFarland. — November 22, 
1823. 

We regret to learn of the death of maj. M’Glassin, lately appointed 
U. States factor in the Arkansas territory, in the place of Matthew Lyon, 
deceased. — November 16, 1822. 
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[Died in Rockbridge Co.] Mr. Donald M’Kenzie, a native of Scotland. 
— February 14, 1824. 

[Died] In the town of Livingston, in the State of New York, on Sunday 
morning last [June 16], Colonel John M’Kinstry, aged 80. ... He engaged 
in [his country’s] service; . . . from the memorable battle of Bunker's Hill, 
... to the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown. ...— June 22, 1822. 

[Died] — In Goochland co. Mrs. Mary M’Lein. — February 21, 1824. 

[Died] —In Frederick Co. Mrs. Rebecca M’Murry, 27.— October 4, 
1823. 

[Died] — At Petersburg, Hector M’Neill, Esq. — August 9, 1823. 

[Died] — At City Point, Henry Machen, in the 45th year of his age. 
— March 20, 1824. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Mabra Madden, 54. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — In Montgomery county, Md. Col. Geo. Magruder, 57. — Au- 
gust 23, 1823. 

[Died] — At New-Orleans, Mr. James Marsh, late of this city. — Decem- 
ber 20, 1823. 

[Died] — At Norfolk, aged only 21 years, Madame Eugenia D’Anfossy 
Martigny, consort of Buchet Martigny, Esq. Consul of the King of Spain, 
and daughter of Mr. B. D’Anfossy. — February 28, 1824. 

[Died] — In Wilkes Co. N. C. Robert Edwin Martin, 17; he was acci- 
dentally killed with a gun, on a deer hunt. — September 6, 1823. 

[Died] — In Sparta, Geo. Robert Gillespie Martin, son of William Mar- 
tin, Esq. of Granville Co. North Carolina — and grandson of the venerable 
Nath’'l Macon, Esq. of that State, 20. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died] — In Berkeley county, Va. Mrs. Sarah Martin, 51. — August 23, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Dumfries, Mrs. Elizabeth Mason, relict of Thompson Mason. 
— February 28, 1824. 

[Died] At Oakland, Nelson county, on Saturday the 1st inst. Mrs. Lucy 
Massie, consort of Doctor Thomas Massie, in the 31st year of her age. — 
September 14, 1822. 

[Died in this city] Miss Martha Massie, a native of Kentucky. — Febru- 
ary 14, 1824. 

[Died] — In the City of Washington, Mr. Fontaine Maury, Aid to the 
Marquis La Fayette in the campaign in Virginia, 64. — February 7, 1824. 

[Died] —In Alabama, Mr. James F. Mayers, formerly of Lynchburg. 
~ September 13, 1823. 
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[Died] — At his residence in Alabama James J. Mayers, Esq. — October 
4, 1823. 

Died. — At Lynchburg, on the 11th inst. Mr. Joseph Mays, merchant 
of the firm of Kyle and Mays. — September 21, 1822. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Miss Lucy F. Meade, 26. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] — In Frederick Co. Miss Susan Meade, 34. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died], At the City of Washington, Mr. Josiah Meigs, Commissioner of 
the General Land Office. AEt. 70. — September 14, 1822. 

[Died] At the Cherokee Agency, on the 28th of January, Col. Return 
Jonathan Meigs. — March 1, 1823. 

[Died] — In Philadelphia, Mr. John Melish, Geographer, in the 52d year 
of his age. — January 18, 1823. 

[Died] — In Prince Edward Co. Mrs. Martha Mettauer, consort of Dr. 
John P. Mettauer, 26. — December 13, 1823. 

[Died] On Friday, Nov. 28th, at her residence in Prince Edward Co. 
Mrs. Mary, wife of Dr. John P. Mettauer, departed this life, aged 25 years 
and 4 months. She has left . . . a tender husband, three: small children and 


a number of near relatives. . .. — December 20, 1823. 
Died, In Manchester, Mrs. Mary B. Michaels, aet. 52. — September 27, 
1823. 


[Died] In Washington city, on Saturday last [November 30], Anne 
Elbertina Middleton, aged 20, consort of Arthur Middleton, Jr., Esq. and 
only child of Gen. John P. Van Ness. — December 7, 1822 

[Died in Richmond] Mr. Fleming Miller. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — In Brunswick Co. Dr. John L. Miller. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died in Fredericksburg] — Mr. Thornton Mills, 23. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] — In Tappahannock, of a pulmonary affection, Mrs. Jane Minor, 
consort of Doctor Minor of that place, 21. — March 20, 1824. 

[Died at St. Louis] — Mrs. Mitchell, consort of Dr. [Chas. L.] M[itchell]. 
— September 13, 1823. 

[Died] — At St. Louis, Dr. Chas. L. Mitchell, formerly of Lynchburg. — 
September 13, 1823. 

[Died] — At her residence in the upper part of Middlesex County, on the 
6th ult. in the eve of her 66th year, Mrs. Catharine Montague. — March 6, 
1824. 

[Died] — In Augusta Co. Va. Mrs. Agnes Montgomery, wife of the late 
Rev. John Montgomery. — February 28, 1824. 

[Died] — At Key West, the Rev. B. R. Montgomery, D. D. 46. — Octo- 
ber 11, 1823. 
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[Died] At Beaufort, (S. C.) John H. Montgomery, Esq. late one of the 
Judges of the Superior Court. - December 14, 1822. 

[Died] —In Surry Co. Mr. Blank Moody, 47.— December 13, 1823. 

[Died] —In Powhatan Co. William Moody, 16.— October 25, 1823. 

Died, At Henry Court-house in the 33d year of his age, Col. Edward 
Moor, of Germantown, N. C. — March 13, 1824. 

[Died] — In Fairfax Co. Va. Mrs. Susanna Moore, 34.— October 11, 
1823. 

Died,—At Amherst, (Mass.) the 30th ultimo, Rev. Zephaniah Swift 
Moore, D. D. President of the Collegiate Institution in that town... .— 
July 19, 1823. 

[Died] —In Lynchburg, Mrs. Elizabeth K. Morgan. — September 13, 
1823. 

[Died] — Southern View, Fauquier county, Va. Mrs. Mildred Morgan, 
in her 42d year. — August 9, 1823. 

[Died] — In Buckingham Co. Mr. Benjamin Morris, 89. — November 8, 
1823. 

Died, In Prince Edward Co. Doctor John Morton of Cumberland. — 
November 22, 1823. 

Died, In Richmond, Mrs. Mary Moseley. . . . The funeral from the resi- 
dence of Mr. Povall, this morning at 11 o'clock. — January 10, 1824. 

[Died] — In Dinwiddie Co. Mrs. Mary Muir, consort of Mr. Gustavus 
A. Muir, 33. — February 21, 1824. 

[Died] — At Elizabeth C ity, N. C. William T. Muse, Esq. aged 52 years. 
— August 9, 1823. 

[Died] — At Montreal, S. C. Mrs. Elizabeth, wife of Moses Myers, Esq. 
of Norfolk, 60. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] — Mr. John Newman, 39. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — At N. York, Maj. Darby Noon. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — In Alexandria, Mrs. Sarah Fairfax Norris, wife of the Rev. 
Oliver Norris. — September 27, 1823. 

Died, In Lynchburg, William Norwell [sic, Norvell] Fsq. President of 
the Office of Discount and Deposit of the Bank of Virginia, AZt. 53. — 
November 8, 1823. 

[Died] In this city on the 23d ult. William Nott, Jr. aged 32 years. — 
March 1, 1823. 

[Died] — At Reading, Penn. Thomas Oakes, Chief Engineer of the 
Schuylkill Navigation Company. — August 23, 1823. 

[Died] — In Bath, Mr. Ignatius O’Terrall. — February 28, 1824. 
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[Died] — In Tennessee, Gen. Thos. Overton, in the 72d year of his 
age. — March 20, 1824. 

[Died] — In Botetourt, Mrs. Parthena Owens, consort of Wm. Owens. — 
January 17, 1824. 

[Died] — At Hudson, N. Y. Capt. John Paddock, 56. — September 6, 
1823. 

[Died] — on the 8th of May, Rev. H. Palmer, Missionary. — October 25, 
1823. 

[Died] — At Regent’s Town, Mrs. Palmer, widow of the Episcopal Mis- 
sionary whose death was lately mentioned. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died] — In Warren County (N. C.) Mrs. Park, wife of Robert Park, 
Esq. — August 16, 1823. 

[Died] — At Coventry, Con. Mrs. Parker, aged 101. — August 30, 1823. 

[Died] — In Somerset Co. Md. Mrs. Mary Parkes, 115. — September 
27, 1823. 

[Died] — At Pittsfield, Vt. Mrs. Electa wife of the Rev. Justin Parsons. 
... — Mrs. Parsons was the mother of the late lamented Levi Parsons, mis- 
sionary to Judea. — April 3, 1824. 

Rev. Levi Parsons, the valuable Missionary ...died at Alexandria, in 
Egypt, the roth of February last....— June 15, 1822. 

[Died] — In Northumberland Co. Mrs. Elizabeth W. Patterson, wife of 
the Rev. George Patterson, of the Baptist Church, 34. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died at Martinsburg] Mr. William Patton. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — At Kennebunk-port, Me. Rev. George Payson, formerly Pastor 
of the Congregational Church in that Town. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died] In Wilkinson county, Ga. on the 11th ult. the Rev. Levy Pea- 
cock, aged 66....— January 4, 1823. 

[Died] — In Petersburg, Miss Mary Pearce. — October 11, 1823. 

[Died] —In this city, Mr. Jesse Pearson, a native of Pennsylvania. — 
February 21, 1824. 

[Died] — In Fredericksburg, Mr. William Pearson, a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, aged 64.— April 3, 1824. 

Died, In Chester, Pa. Mr. Benjamin Peck, a revolutionary soldier, 
aged seventy years. The substance of the following epitaph was prepared 
some years since by himself, and he had contracted with a stone cutter to 


place it upon his tomb-stone: 


Here lies poor Peck — who in his day 
Was nothing but a Peck of clay; 
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Yet, as his earthly course he ran, 
Each measure proved he was a MAN, 
He long had known life’s empty bubbles 
And felt himself a Peck of troubles; 
Now low he lies, as all men must, 
And soon will be a Peck of dust. 
— February 21, 1824. 

[Died] — In Sussex County Miss Ann Peebles, daughter of Mr. Thomas 
E. Peebles, 19. — August 16, 1823. 

[Died] — In Westhampton, Mass. Mr. John Petsinger, 72. — October 11, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Charlotte Co. Mrs. Elizabeth Phaup, consort of Mr. Wm. 
Phaup. — November 22, 1823. 

[Died] — In Fauquier County, Miss Ann Phillips. — August 16, 1823. 

[Died] — In Alabama, Mrs. Martha Pickens, wife of the Governor of 
the State. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] In the 24 year of her age, Mrs. Susannah L. Pleasants, consort 
of Mr. Daniel G. Pleasants. — March 1, 1823. 

[Died] — In Powhatan Co. Mrs. Mary ie 70. — October 11, 1823. 

[Died] — In Powhatan Co. Mrs. Anne Pope, wife of William Pope, Esq. 
48. — November 15, 1823. 

[Died] — In the County of Prince George, Capt. William Prentis, one 
of the oldest inhabitants of Petersburg. — March 6, 1824. 

[Died] In Rangoon, (Burmah,) after a short y ane Mrs. Mary Price, 
wife of the Rev. J. D. Price, M. D.... — January 18, 1823. 

Died, in this city on Sunday morning the 5th inst. Mrs. iii sau 
relict of the late John Priddy, of Franklin county, N. C. aged 27.. 
October 11, 1823. 

[Died — At Petersburg] Mr. Thomas Pride. — August 9, 1823. 

Died, In Muskingham Co. Ohio, Elder Henry Pringle, of the Baptist 
church, a native of Va. Zt. 53. — December 27, 1823. 

[Died] In this city, on Wednesday night [March 19], at an advanced 
age, Maj. John Pryor, an officer in the Revolution. — March 22, 1823. 

Died, In this city, Mr. Charles Purcell, late from Ireland, Et. 34. — 
February 28, 1824. 

[Died] — Near Marietta, Ohio, Rufus Putnam, aged about go, a briga- 
dier-general by brevet at the close of the Revolutionary War, and afterwards 
a =" under Wayne, in the western army formerly of Rutland, Mass- 
achusetts. .. .— November 29, 1823. 
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[Died] — At Washington city, Mrs. Elizabeth Queen, aged 22 years. 
— August 9, 1823. 

[Died] — In Sussex Co. Dr. Allen E. Raines, late of Petersburg, 22. — 
October 18, 1823. 

[Died] — At Paris, Ten. Mr. Charles Ralls, formerly of Fredericksburg, 
29. — January 24, 1824. 

[Died in New York] Mrs. Weathy Randle, 42. — August 16, 1823. 

Died, in Richmond, suddenly, Mrs. Sarah Raymond, wife of Mr. Henry 
Raymond. — November 15, 1823. 

[Died] — In Wake Co. N. C. Mr. Clement C. Read, of Charlotte Co. 
Va. — September 27, 1823. 

[Died] — In Washington city, Henry H. Redmond, late a Lieut. in the 
U.S. Army, 31. — November 15, 1823. 

[Died] In Hancock Co. Ga. Capt. James Reese, a native of Va. 84. — 
September 13, 1823. 

[Died at Shepherdstown] Dr. Charles Reetz, by a fall from his horse. — 
October 4, 1823. 

Died, In Manchester, yesterday morning, Mrs. Alice Reeve, consort of 
Mr. Samuel Reeve. Her funeral will be . . . from the house of Mr. George 
Hutchison. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — At Litchfield, Conn. the Hon. Tapping Reeve, formerly Chief 
Justice of the state. — December 27, 1823. 

[Died] — At Liberty, on her way to the Springs, Mrs. Sophia Reid of 
Lynchburg. — August 23, 1823. 

[Died] In Philadelphia, on the 14th ult. Mr. Samuel Relf, late Editor 
of the Philadelphia Gazette, in the 47th year of his age. — March 1, 1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Mr. Daniel Rhinehart, 21. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — At Shrewsbury, Col. Asa Rice, 82. — August 23, 1823. 

[Died] —In Brow nfield, Maine, Rev. Jacob Rice, pastor of the congre- 


tional church in that place, aged 84....— March 6, 1824. 
[Died] — In Alexandria, D. C. Miss ont Maria Riddle. — August 23, 
1823. 


[Died] — At Seaford, in the county of Matthews, John A. Riddle, Esq. 
in the 23d year of his age. — August 9, 1823. 

[Died] —In Anne Arundel Co. in the 69th year of his age, the Hon. 
Richard Ridgeley, an Associate Judge of the 3d judicial district of Maryland. 
—March 6, 1824. 

[Died] — At Stephensburg, Mr: Michael Ritenor, 70. — November 29, 
1823. 
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[Died] — On board the Fox, Midshipman W. M. Rittenhouse. — Octo- 
ber 25, 1823. 

{Died in Frederick Co.] —Mr. Michael Rittenour.— September 20, 
1823. 

We fully participate in the public sorrow, while we announce the death 
of Spencer Roane, Esq. one of the Judges of the Court of Appeals. This 
event by which Virginia feels herself bereaved, took place at the Warm 
Springs on the 4th day of September. . .. — September 14, 1822. 

[Died] — In Charlestown, Kanawha Co. Mrs. Ann B. Roberston, 29. — 
September 20, 1823. 

Died, In this city, Mr. Francis Robert, of Lexington, Ky. — December 
13, 1823. 

Died, In Richmond, Mrs. Elizabeth M. Robertson, wife of Mr. Archi- 
bald Robertson. — November 29, 1823. 

[Died in Petersburg] Mrs. Jane Robertson, widow of the late David Rob- 
ertson, Esq. — January 31, 1824. 

[Died] — In Marietta, Ohio, the Rev. Samuel P. Robins. — October 11, 
1823. 

Died, In this city, Mr. John H. Robinson. — January 31, 1824. 

[Died} — About the 1st inst in the 24th year of his age, of the prevailing 
fever at Key West, (Thompson's Island, ) Lieut. Stephen M. Rodgers, of 
the Marine Corps, and only son of the Rev. Dr. Rodgers, of Philadelphia. 
— November 8, 1823. 

[Died] — In Gloucester, Thomas R. Rootes, Esq. — January 17, 1824. 

[Died] — At Huntsville, Alabama, Mrs. F. T. Rose, sister of Mr. [James] 
Madison, late President of the United States. — November 15, 1823. 

[Died] — At his residence near Leesburg, Stephen C. Roszell, Esq. form- 
erly a member of the Legislature of Virginia, 48. — September 6, 1823. 

Died, at his residence in Caswell County, (N. C.) on a the 
17th of April, 1822, Sterling Ruffin, in the 55th year of his age.. 

June 1, 1822. 

[Died] — At New-Market, Mrs. Hebner Rupert, 22. — November 29, 
1823. 

[Died] —In Petersburg, Mrs. Andrew Ryan. — August 30, 1823. 

[Died in Petersburg] Mr. John M. Ryan. — October 11, 1823. 

[Died] — In New-York city, the Rev. Ezra Sampson, aged 76, the vener- 
able and pious author of the “Brief Remarker,” and “Beauties of the Bible.” 
—January 3, 1824. 


[Died] — In Loudoun Co. Mr. Presley Sanders. — September 13, 1823. 
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[Died] — On the 24th [of April], Rev. W. H. Schemel, Missionary. — 
October 25, 1823. 

[Died] — In Salem, Fauquier Co. Mrs. Elizabeth Scott, 84. — November 
29, 1823. 

[Died] —In Fauquier Co. Mrs. Elizabeth Scott, 83.— December 27, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Philadelphia, Mr. Robert Scott, 79. The deceased was ap- 
pointed by President Washington, engraver to the Mint of the United 
States in 1794, and faithfully fulfilled the duties of that office to the day 
of his death. — December 27, 1823. 

[Died] —In Adams Co. Pa. Hon. William Scott, one of the Associate 
Judges of that county, 87. — November 1, 1823. 

[Died] — In Amelia Co. Mr. Efford Booker Seay, 20. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] — In Alexandria, Dr. Benjamin Sedwick, 41. — March 27, 1824. 

Died. — On Wednesday the 22d of May at his father’s residence in King 
and Queen county in the 24th year of his age, after a painful illness of sev- 
eral months, Mr. John W. Semple, son of the Rev. Robert B. Semple. . . . 
— June 1, 1822. 

[Died] — In Washington City, Miss Eliza Carroll Sewell. — August 30, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Norfolk, Col. Wm. Sharp, 48. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — At Norfolk, Col. William Sharpe, 46. — September 13, 1823. 

[Died] In Philadelphia, Com. John Shaw, of the U. S. Navy, 50. — 
September 27, 1823. 

[Died] — In Goochland, Capt. Wm. A. Shelton, formerly of Nelson. — 
January 17, 1824. 

[Died] — At Amherst, Mass. Mr. Ralph Shepard, a member of the Senior 
Class in the Theological Seminary at Andover. — February 7, 1824. 

Died, Mrs. Sarah, widow of John M. Sheppard, late of Scotchtown, Han- 
over county. — January 3, 1824. 

[Died] —In Richmond Mr. Wyatt Shields. His horse ran away with 
him in a gig and broke his neck. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died] — In Gosport, Va. Mr. Levi B. Simmons, of the U. S. Ship 
Peacock. — September 27, 1823. 

[Died] — In Charleston, S. C. Edward P. Simons, Esq. 29. — October 
25, 1823. 

[Died in Surry Co.] Mr. James Simpson, 53. — December 13, 1823. 

[Died] — In Richmond, suddenly, Mr. H. Sinton. — October 18, 1823. 
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(Died) — In Fauquier Co. Mr. John M. Skinker, son of Wm. Skinker, 
Esq. 23. — February 14, 1824. 

[Died] —In Pittsylvania Co. Mr. Lawrence Slaughter, of Fredericks- 
burg, 35. — September 27, 1823. 

Mrs. Slaughter, wife of Doctor Wm. Slaughter, of Campbell Co. in a fit 
of insanity (as is supposed) put a period to her existence by discharging 
the contents of a loaded gun through her head. — March 15, 1823. 

[Died] — In Westmoreland Co. Geo. William Smith, Attorney at Law, 
28. — October 18, 1823. 

Died, — On the roth ult. at his residence in Charles City, Dr. Robert P. 
Smith, aged 37 years. ... He administered consolation to his afflicted com- 
panion and child, exhorting the latter to remember her Creator. . .. — May 
3, 1823. 

[Died] — In Richmond Co. Ga. Mr. Wm. Smith, a native of Southamp- 
ton, Va. 58. -- November 22, 1823. 

[Died] —In Fincastle, Miss Jane Snodgrass, 22. — November 8, 1823. 

[Died] — At Harrisonburg, Penn. Mrs. Mary S. Snyder, consort of the 
late Governor [Simon] Snyder, 55. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died in Lunenburg Co.] Mary Frances Somervell, 15. — September 20, 
1823. 

[Died] — At Pleasant Hill, near Port Tobacco, Miss Lucretia Spalding, 
26. — August 30, 1823. 

[Died] — Near Piscataway, Prince George Co. Md. Mr. Michael Spald- 
ing, 23. — September 6, 1823. 

A melancholy event took place on the 8th of January, at Danville, Ky. 
In firing a salute in honour of the day, the cannon went off prematurely, 
and Mr. Joseph Sparke was instantaneously killed. . .. — February 15, 1823. 

[Died] — In Henry Co. Edward C. Staples, 36. — September 27, 1823. 

[Died] In Manchester, N. H. on Wednesday last, [May 8] Maj. Gen. 
John Stark, aged 93 years, 8 months and 24 days. ...— May 25, 1822. 

[Died] In Philadelphia, on Friday, the 1oth ult. Mrs. Maria Staughton, 
consort of the Rev. William Staughton, D. D. President of the Columbian 
College, in the District of Columbia. — February 1, 1823. 

[Died] — At sea, on board the U. S. Ship Peacock, Midshipman Robert 
Steed, in the 19th year of his age, son of Capt. Robert E. Steed, of Norfolk. 
— August 9, 1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Mr. Steel, 83. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] —In Norwich, Conn. Rev. John Sterry, pastor of the Baptist 
church in that city, 57. — December 27, 1823. 
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[Died] — At Norwich, Vermont the Rev. John Sterry, pastor of the Bap- 
tist church in that city, aged 57. — November 29, 1823. 

[Died at Alexandria] William W. Stevens, 18. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — In Baltimore, Dr. William Stewart, late Surgeon in the Army 
of the United States, 84. — October 11, 1823. 

[Died] — At Gravesend, N. Y. Mr. Rutgert Stillwell, 78. Though not 
prevented by indisposition, he had not been off his farm for more than 40 
years. — November 1, 1823. 

[Died] — In Petersburg, Mrs. Frances Stines, consort of Joshua Stines. 
— December 6, 1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Mrs. Barbara Stone. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — In New-Orleans, Lieut. Horace C. Story, of the U. S. corps 
of Engineers. — September 6, 1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Mr. Francis Stribling. — September 20, 1823. 

Mrs. Stuart, confined on her passage [to Monrovia, Liberia]; when un- 
loading their goods, worked very hard, went into the water, and died. — 
September 13, 1823. 

[Died] — At Milledgeville, Geo., Daniel Sturgis, Esq. — October 11, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Wake Co. N. C. Col. Ransom Sutherland. — September 6, 
1823. 

[Died] In Sanford, Maine, Rev. Moses Sweat, aged 68, pastor of the 
Congregational Church in that town. . . .— September 21, 1822. 

[Died] — In Ohio, where he was on a visit to his children, the Hon. Z. 
Swift, formerly Chief Justice of Con. — October 18, 1823. 

[Died in Frederick Co.] Mr. George Sypher, late of New-Jersey, 30. — 
September 20, 1823. 

Died on the 4th inst. at her maternal residence in the county of Mat- 
thews, Mrs. Hester E. H. Tabb, in the 23d year of her age, only daughter 
of Mrs. S. E. Van Bibber, and consort of Doctor Henry Tabb. . ..— March 
8, 1823. 

[Died in Richmond] — Col. Reuben Tankersley. — September 27, 1823. 

[Died in Washington City] Mrs. Elizabeth L. Tarboe, aged 23. — August 
30, 1823. 

[Died] — In Cabell Co. Col. Edmund Taylor, of this city, 39. — October 
11, 1823. 

Died, In this city, Mrs. Gabriella Taylor, in the 35th year of her age. — 
August 9, 1823. 

Departed this life, after an illness of 7 days, on the 1st inst. at her resi- 
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dence, near Hanover Court-house, Mrs. Alice Temple, relict of John Tem- 
ple, Esq. — Her bereaved orphans... cherish the melancholy recollection 
of her worth. ...— May 11, 1822. 

Departed this life, on "he Sth ulto. at her Brother, Dr. Thompson’s, Mar- 
tinham, near St. Michaels, Md., Miss Ann M. Thompson, Daughter of 
Anthony Thompson, of Dorchester County, Md. in the 19th year of her 
age... .— September 7, 1822. 

Died, In New Orleans on the 29th Feb. of consumption, Mr. Walter 
Raleigh Thompson, son of Ezra Thomson [sic.], Esq. of Poughkeepsie, 
New-York, and late a resident of this city. — April 3, 1824. 

[Died] — At Oak Hill, Cumberland county, Va. John T. Thornton eldest 
son of Capt. Wm. M. Thornton, 16. — August 23, 1823. 

[Died] — In Amherst Co. Miss Mary Thornton. — September 27, 1823. 

[Died] — Mary J. B. Thornton and Elizabeth T. Thornton, daughters 
of Capt. Wm. M. Thornton, of Cumberland Co. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — In Surry Co. Miss Rebecca Thornton. — October 11, 1823. 

[Died] — In Dumfries, Mrs. Williammina M. consort of Dr. James B. C. 
Thornton. — November 1, 1823. 

[Died] — In Circleville, (Ky.) Mrs. Nancy Thrall, 22.— August 16, 
1823. 

Departed this life on the 18th ult. at late her residence in Gloucester, 
Mrs. Margaret Thrift, aged 78 years, 2 months and 5 days. . ..— October 
18, 1823 

[Died] In Oxford, N. Y. Col. Benjamin Throop, aged 80. The deceased 
was one of the remaining patriots who gave liberty and independence to 
his country. ...— June 22, 1822. 

[Died in Dinwiddie Co.] — Mr. Burwell Thweatt, 92. — November 1, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Halifax Co. Maj. Giles Thweatt, Ait. 73. — November 22, 
1823. 

[Died in Baltimore] Marmaduke Tilden, Esq. 70. — February 28, 1824. 

[Died] At his residence in Hanover, on Tuesday the 17th ult. Col. 
Thomas Tinsley, in the 7oth year of his age. — January 4, 1823. 

[Died in Richmond] — Mr. William D. Tinsley, 23. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] — In Woodford county, Ky. the Rev. Henry Toler, pastor of the 
second Baptist church in Versailles. — April 3, 1824. 

[Died] — In the County of Gloucester, Mr. William Tomkies. — March 
6, 1824. 

Died, on Monday the 15th of July, at Hamilton-Ville, near Philadelphia, 
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Manual Torres, Minister of the Columbian Republic near [sic] the U. 
States: in the 58th year of his age. — July 27, 1822. 

[Died] — At Washington county, Alabama, Hon. Harry Toulmin, late 
Judge of the District Court of the United States, for the District of Miss- 
issippi. — January 3, 1824. 

[Died] — In Woodford county, Kentucky, the Rev. Henry Towler, Min- 
ister of the Baptist Church at Versailles. — March 13, 1824. 

[Died] — In Loudo[u]n County, Miss Rebecca A. Townsend, of George- 
town. — August 16, 1823. 

[Died] — At Farmington, Con. the Hon. John Treadwell, in the 78th 
year of his age. He was for many years a member of the Council, and 
afterwards Lieutenant-Governor and Governor of the State. — August 30, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Richmond, Mrs. Ann Trueman, 30. — September 27, 1823. 

[Died] — At Philadelphia, Mrs. Mary Truxton, relict of the late Com. 
[Thomas] Truxton, 64. — September 20, 1823. 

[Died] — At his residence, Jacob G. Tryon, Esq. High Sheriff of the city 
and county of Philadelphia. — August 23, 1823. 

[Died] — On the East Rock, in New-Haven, Turner, called “The 
Hermit.” ...— November 29, 1823. 

[Died] — In Northumberland Co. Mr. Benjamin Turner. — February 21, 
1824. 

[Died] — In Warren Co. N. C. James Turner, Esq. 57. He had been 
Governor of the state, and Senator in Congress. — January 31, 1824. 

[Died] — In Washington, Samuel Turner, Esq. chief clerk in the Secre- 
tary of the Senate's office. — February 7, 1824. 

[Died] —In Baltimore, Elisha Tyson, of the Society of Friends, 75. A 
numerous concourse of relatives and friends attended his obsequies, to- 
gether, it is supposed, with nearly four thousand people of colour, who as- 
sembled to pay their last tribute of respect and gratitude to their deceased 
friend and patron. — February 28, 1824. 

[Died] — At Martinsburg, Mrs. Underdunk, 51. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — In Pittsylvania Co. Mrs. Sarah Vadin, consort of Mr. Burwell 
Vadin, in the 82d year of her age; leaving behind to lament her loss, beside 
a numerous family of descendants, a husband in his 92 year, with whom 
she had lived 66 years. — February 28, 1824. 

[Died] — In Jefferson Co. Mrs. Ann Vanhorn, 82. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] At Charleston, (S. C.) whither he had gone for the benefit of 
his health, the Hon. William W. Van Ness, for fifteen years one of the 


‘ 
if 
; 
ig 
= 
4 
1 


Obituaries from the Family Visitor 89 


Judges of the Supreme Court of the state of New-York. — March 22, 1823. 
[Died] — In Dinwiddie, Mr. William Vaughan, 66. — January 31, 1824. 
[Died] On Friday the 6th inst. at her father’s Robert L. Coleman, in 

Bedford, Mrs. Elizabeth Venable of Charlotte. — September 21, 1822. 
[Died] — In Prince George[s] Co. Md. the Rev. Wm. Vergnes, of the 

Roman Catholic Church. He bequeathed 1000 dollars to the poor of the 

Country. — October 18, 1823. 

[Died] — In Prince George Co. Mr. Joseph Voinard, 69. - November 8, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Prince Edward county, Mr. John B. Wade, A&t. 22. — Sep- 
tember 14, 1822. 

[Died] — In Washington city, George Wadsworth, Esq. 45 — October 4, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Chesterfield Co. Mrs. Ester Walden, Zt. 44. — November 
1, 1823. 

(Died, In this city] Miss Mary A. S. Walker, in the 15th year of her 
age. — August 9, 1823. 

[Died] — In Charlottesville, Mr. Thomas Walker, 40. — In rolling logs 
into a saw mill, he was caught by one which passing over him bruised him 
so that he survived but a few hours. — December 13, 1823. 

[Died] — In Philadelphia, in the 36th year of his age, Dr. Benj. Walkins, 
of Virginia. — March 20, 1824. 

[Died] —In West Hanover, Penn. Gen. James Wallace, formerly a 
Representative in Congress from that district. — February 28, 1824. 

[Died] —In Stafford Co. Mr. James Waller, A&t. 35.— February 14, 
1824. 

[Died] — In Prince George Co. Mrs. P. Wamack, 97. — September 13, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Baltimore, Mrs. Elizabeth Ward, 79. — February 28, 1824. 

[Died in Calcutta, India] the Rev. Wm. Ward of Serampore. . . . March 
7, 1823. — September 6, 1823. 

Died, In Richmond, Mrs. Elizabeth Warden, consort of Mr. James 
Warden. — December 6, 1823. 

[Died] In Hardy Co. Mr. William Warden, 74. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — In Foxborough, Mass. Hon. Ebenezer Warren. When the Brit- 
ish troops marched from Boston, he quitted home and joined in the battle 
of Lexington, and was one of three brothers who were in arms that day; 
the others were General Joseph Warren, afterwards killed at Bunker Hill, 
and the late Dr. John Warren, of Boston. — January 24, 1824. 
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[Died] — Near Wheeling, Va. Laurence Augustine Washington, Esq. 
in the soth year of his age. He was a Nephew and one of the heirs of 
Gen. George Washington, who educated him, and in whose family he 
resided for a number of years. — March 6, 1824. 

[Died] —In Fairfax County, Mr. David Watkins, in the 44th year of 
his age. — March 1, 1823. 

[Died] — In Greene Co. Alabama, Henry Y. Webb, one of the Judges 
of the Circuit Court in that state. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died] — At Grenada, A. F. Webster, Esq. aged 43. His body weighed 
555 lbs. The coffin was so large that it could not be got into the house; the 
body was therefore put into it in the street, and was carried to the grave by 
20 persons. — August 16, 1823. 

[Died] — At his country residence, near Brooklyn, L. I. John Wells Esq. 
of New-York, Counsellor at Law. — September 13, 1823. 

[Died] — In Murfreesboro’, N. C. Rev. Samuel Wells, of the Methodist 
Church, 58. — September 27, 1823. 

[Died in Richmond] Mrs. Elizabeth Werth, consort of John J. Werth, 
44. — September 6, 1823. 

[Died] — At Westham Locks, Capt. Joshua West, in the 60th year of 
his age. — February 21, 1824. 

[Died] — In Brunswick, on the 16th inst. Mrs. Maria Wheelock, widow 
of the late President Wheelock, of Dartmouth College, aged 68 years. — 
March 13, 1824. 

Died, In Richmond, Mrs. Judith White, At. 66. — October 25, 1823. 

[Died in Nelson Co.] — Mr. Lorenzo White, 18. — October 11, 1823. 

[Died] — In James City Co. Mr. William M. White formerly of Salem. 
— October 18, 1823. 

[Died] — At Norfolk, Dr. Alexander Whitehead, a native of Scotland, 
ZEt. 59. — December 6, 1823. 

[Died] — Mrs. Mary Hartwell Whiting, consort of Francis Whiting, 
Esq. at Eston Hill, Gloucester county. — January 3, 1824. 

[Died] — In Worcester, Mass. Mr. Benjamin Whitney, 98. — August 23, 
1823. 

[Died in Botetourt Co.] Mrs. Wiley, consort of Robert Wiley. — Octo- 
ber 4, 1823. 

[Died in Richmond] Mr. Tunby Wilkins, 30. — September 27, 1823. 

[Died] — In Dublin Co. N. C. the Rev. Jacob Williams, of the Baptist 
Church, 55. — November 15, 1823. 
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zon —In Cumberland Co. Mr. Tarlton Williams. — September 13, 
1823. 

[Died] —In Wrentham, Mass. Rev. William Williams, Pastor of the 
Baptist Church in that town. — October 11, 1823. 

(Died in Richmond] — Mr. George Williamson, late of New-York. — 
September 13, 1823. 

[Died] — In Petersburg, Capt. William Willis. — September 6, 1823. 

[Died] —In Annapolis, Md. Mr. Elisha Willson, of Vermont, and an 
officer in the patriot service of South America, 34. — September 6, 1823. 

[Died] —In Scitutate, Mrs. Elizabeth Winsor, relict of the late Rev. 
Joseph Winsor, of Gloucester, aged 105 years and 9 months. . ..— Novem- 
ber 1, 1823. 

[Died] — In Hanover Co. Mrs. Louisa B. Winston, wife of Mr. Peter 
Winston, 25. — December 20, 1823. 

[Died] — In the same [Hanover] Co. Sarah Elizabeth, daughter of Peter 
Winston. — November 15, 1823. 

Died —on the 27th ult. about half past 9 in the morning, Mr. John 
Withington, who had for many years magnified his office as a deacon 
of the Baptist church in Fayette street, New-York. ...— April 13, 1822. 

[Died] — In Chesterfield, N. H. Rev. Abraham Wood, senior pastor 
of the Church and Society in that Town, aged 75, and the 51st year of his 
ministry. — November 8, 1823. 

On Tuesday, 4th inst. about 11 o'clock in the evening, Mrs. Jean Wood, 
in the 68th year of her age, was removed from the present to a better world. 
...— March 8, 1823. 

[Died] —In Amelia Co. Mrs. Obedience $. Worsham. — October 25, 
1823. 

[Died] — In Essex Co. Mrs. Mary D. Wright, 18. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] — In Carolina County Mr. Joseph M. Wyatt, 23. — August 16, 
1823. 

Died. — In Albemarle Co. on the 14th ult. the Rev. Samuel Wydown, 
of the Episcopal Church. — March 1, 1823. 

[Died] — In King George Co. Col. Robert L. Yates, from a kick from his 
horse. — October 4, 1823. 

[Died] —In Fairfax Co. Mr. John Zimmerman. — December 6, 1823. 
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EARLY RECORDS OF 
THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
1837-1838 


Edited by M. E. Racnar 


LIX. Minutes of a Meeting of the Standing Committee, January 1837' 


At a meeting of the Standing Committee held at the Academy on 
the day of January 1837. 


Present, James E. Heath 
G. A. Myers R. S. 
S. Maupin C. S. & L. 
C. B. Shaw 


Dr. Briggs. 


Resolved, That the Chairman be requested to prepare the annual report. 

Resolved, That the Annual meeting of the Society take place at the 
Capitol on the first Tuesday in February for the transaction of business, 
and that the oration be delivered on the Tuesday following at the same 
place. 


Adjourned. 


LX. Minutes of a Meeting of the Standing Committee, February 11, 1837" 


At a meeting of the Standing Committee held at the Academy on the 
11th day of February 1837. 


Present James E. Heath 
G. A. Myers R. S. 
S. Maupin C. S. & L. 
Dr. Briggs 
C. B. Shaw 
Wn. P. Sheppard 
Dr. R. M. [sic A.] Carrington 


The Report of the Standing Committee was read and approved. 


Liber A1, p. 35. 
2Liber A1, pp. 35-36. 
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Resolved That G. W. Goode Esq. be nominated to the Society for mem- 
bership. 
Adjourned. 


LXI. Minutes of the Meeting of the Society, February 14, 1837° 


At an anniversary Meeting of the Virginia Historical and Philosophical 
Society held at the Capitol on the evening of Tuesday the 14th. February 
1837 

A quorum of Members being present, 

Henry St. George Tucker Esq. President took the Chair. 

The Report of the Standing Committee was presented, and on Motion 
laid upon the Table. 

The Anniversary oration was delivered by T. W. Gilmer Esqr. and on 
Motion, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society are due to Mr. Gilmer for his 
able and eloquent address, and that the same be inserted in the Southern 
Literary Messinger.* 

The Report of the Standing Committee was taken up, and read, and 
with the accompanying documents was on motion, laid upon the Table. 

On motion Resolved. That when this Society adjourn tonight, it adjourn 


to meet again at the Capitol on Thursday evening the 16th. Instant at 
7 o'clock. 

And then the Society adjourned. 
Teste 

G. A. Myers — Recd. Secretary. 


LXII. Minutes of the Adjourned Meeting of the Society, February 16, 
1837° 


At an adjourned meeting of the Virginia Historical and Philosophical 
Society, held at the Capitol, on the evening of Thursday, the 16th. Feb- 
ruary 1837: a quorum of members being present, the President took the 
Chair. 


SLiber A1, p. 36. These minutes are recorded a second time, with slight variations, on page 37, 
and the meeting was by the Southern Literary Messenger, TIT (1837), 159. 
4Thomas Walker Gi (1802-1844), “An Address, Delivered before the Virginia Historical 
and Philosophical Society, at its late Annual Meeting...,” Southern Literary Messenger, III 
(1837), 97-102. 
, SLiber A1, pp. 37-39. The meeting was reported by the Southern Literary Messenger, III 
1837), 159. 
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A communication from Tucker Coles Esqr. relating to the average 
longevity of sixty individuals in the County of Albemarle, was read. 

The report of the Standing Committee, with a list of donations and 
contributions, and sundry other papers accompanying the same, was taken 
up and Considered. 

The following resolutions recommended by the Standing Committee in 
their report, were read, the blanks filled, and the same severally adopted, 


as amendments to the Constitution — 


1. The fee for admission to regular membership, shall hereafter be five 
dollars, and the annual contribution to be paid by each member, until other- 
wise ordered, shall be five dollars. If any member shall fail or refuse to 
discharge his dues within three months from the time the same shall 
have been payable, due application having been made therefor, it shall 
be lawful for the Standing Committee, to declare, by resolution, that the 
membership of such delinquent shall thereupon cease and determine. 

2. Resolved, That it is expedient to increase the number of honorary 
members in this State and in other States and to invite their co-operation 
in promoting the objects of the Society. 

3. Resolved, That it is expedient to publish a volume of the transactions 
and acquisitions of the Society, and that the same be published under the 
direction of the Standing Commitee, whensoever the funds shall justify 
the publication. 


On motion of Mr. Maxwell, Resolved, That the Standing Committee 
be and they are hereby instructed to hold session of the Society on the 
evening of the second Tuesday, or some other day, of January, March, 
November and December, in the Common Council Chamber, Academy, 
or such other place as they may appoint, for the reading of papers, and 
discoursing or conversing upon any topic connected with the object of the 
Society under the following regulations, and such others as they may think 
proper to adopt. 

1. The meeting shall be attended only by members, and such others as 
the Committee, or any member of the Society shall specially invite and 
introduce. 

2. The Committee shall from time to time, appoint and request different 
members of the Society to prepare papers, upon such topics as they shall 
indicate, or as the members appointed may select, to be read at the said 
sessions, and the said papers shall be carefully preserved by the Librarian, 
subject to the order of the Society. 
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3. After the reading of any paper, it shall be the duty of the President 
or Chairman of the meeting to propose any question which the reading may 
have suggested to be discussed or conversed upon, by the members or others 
present, with as much freedom and ease as may consist with order. 


On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of the Society are due to the 
President and other gentlemen, for the valuable contributions in books, 
dissertations, drawings, and mineralogical specimens, presented by them to 
the Society. 

The following gentlemen were nominated for regular membership by 
the Standing Committee, and duly elected. 


Professor Harrison University of Virginia. 
Dr. Alfred T. McGill ditto. 

Alex. Mosely Richmond. 

Willis P. Bocock Buckingham. 

George W. Goode Richmond. 

Wm. H. Macfarland ditto. 

Philip St. George Ambler do. 

George N. Johnson do. 

R. T. Daniel Richmond. 

P. R. Grattan do. 

Edwd. C. Marshall Fauquier. 

Wm. C. Woodrow Hampshire County, Va. 


The Society proceeded to the election of officers for the coming year, 


when the following gentlemen were elected: 


President. Henry St. George Tucker, Esqr. 

First Vice President. Wm. Maxwell, Esqr. 

Second Vice President. John B. Clopton, Esqr. 
Corresponding Secretary and Librarian. Dr. Socrates Maupin. 
Recording Secretary. Gustavus A. Myers. 

Treasurer. Wm. P. Sheppard. 


Standing Committee — James E. Heath, Conway Robinson, Wm. H. 
Macfarland, Dr. Robert Briggs, Dr. Richard A. Carrington, Robert C. 
Nicholas, Sidney S$. Baxter, Charles B. Shaw. 

S. S. Baxter was appointed to deliver the next annual address, and Judge 
Abel P. Upshur chosen alternate. 


al 6Gessner Harrison (1807-1862), Professor of Ancient Languages. 
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And then the Society adjourned. 
Teste G A Myers. Recordg. Secretary. 


LXIII. Letter of Philip St. George Ambler to Socrates Maupin, February 
20, 1837’ 


Richmond February 20th 1837 
Sir, 

I have received your letter, informing me that at a meeting of the “Vir- 
ginia Historical and Philosophical Society” held on the sixteenth day of 
February 1837, I was elected a regular member thereof. 

I hereby notify you of my acceptance, in accordance with the request 
therein contained. 


I am very Respectfully 
Philip. St. Geo. Ambler 


To S. Maupin Esqu 
Corresponding Secretary and Librarian of the “Virginia Historical & 
Philosophical Society” 


[Addressed] S$. Maupin Esqu Richmond 


LXIV. Letter of George W. Goode to Socrates Maupin, February 28, 1837° 


Richmond. Feby: 28th. 1837. 
Sir, 

Your communication of the 17th. inst. conveyed to me, the gratifying 
fact that on the 16th. inst. I was duly elected a member of the “Virginia 
Historical & Philosophical Society.” You ask me to notify you of my accept- 
ance, which I now do, with the expression of my acknowledgments for 
the honor conferred & a desire that the success & prosperity of the Society 
may be commensurate with the exalted purposes for which it was formed. 

Respectfully 
G. W. Goode 
Dr. S. Maupin 


[Addressed] Dr. S. Maupin. Present. 


7Folio Gi. Letter is written on black-bordered paper. 
8Folio G1. 
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William Maxwell 


Third First Vice President of the Virginia Historical Society 


Oil portrait by Cephas Thompson 
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The Capitol of Virginia 


David Cam pbell 


Third Second Vice President of the Virginia Historical Society 


Oil portrait attributed to Flavius ]. Fisher 
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LXV. Letter of Peachy R. Grattan to Socrates Maupin, March 10, 1837° 


Richmond March the roth 1837 
Dr. S. Maupin 
Dear Sir 
I have received your communication of the 21st Feby informing me that 
I have been elected a member of the Virginia Historical & Philosophical 
Society. I feel very much gratified at my election & only regret that I shall 
be able to do so little to promote the prosperity of the Society. 
With great respect yours &c 
Peachy R. Grattan 
[Addressed] S. Maupin (Present) 


LXVI. Letter of George N. Johnson to Socrates Maupin, March 17, 1837" 


Richmond, 17th. March 1837 
Sir, 

I received your letter informing me of my election as a Member of the 
Virginia Historical and Philosophical Society, a few weeks ago, and was 
prevented by an accidental mistake from answering it immediately. 

I am gratified at the favor conferred upon me by the Society in electing 
me, and I willingly accept the privileges and take upon me the duties of 


always be found zealously cooperating with my brother members in their’® 
pursuit. To be indifferent to the prosperity of our Institution, would be to 
prove ourselves wanting in respect for science and in love of our country. 
Respectfully 
Your obt. servt. 
G. N. Johnson 


[Addressed] Dr. Socrates Maupin, Corresponding Secretary &c of the 
Virginia Hist. & Philosl. Society. 
LXVII. Letter of Gessner Harrison to Socrates Maupin, July 19, 1837" 
Univy of Virginia. 
July 19. 1837. 


9Folio G1. 

10Folio G1. 

1 word “support” is lined out here. 

ISFolio G1. 
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Dear Sir, 

I avail myself of the opportunity of a private Conveyance to express 
through you, my thanks for the honor conferred on me by the “Virginia 
Historical & Philosophical Society” in electing me a regular member thereof, 
and my acceptance. 
Will you do me the favor to hand the enclosed $5. to the Treasurer? 

Very Respectfully, 
yt. obt. Servt, 


Gessner Harrison. 


4 


Dr. S. Maupin 
Corr. Sec. & Lib. Virga Hist. & Phil. Soc. 


[Addressed] Dr. S. Maupin, Corr: Sec: & Librarian to Virg’a. Hist: & 
Phil: Soc. Richmond. 


Favor of Col. Woodley. 


LXVIII. Minutes of a Meeting of the Standing Committee, February 10, 
1838" 

At a meeting of the standing committee of the Virginia Historical and 

Philosophical Society held at the Academy on Saturday, February 1oth. 
1838 — Present 


James E. Heath 

Conway Robinson 

Robert C. Nicholas 
Sidney S. Baxter 

G. A. Myers. R. S. 

Dr. S. Maupin. C. S. & L. 


On motion of Mr. Conway Robinson — Resolved, That it is expedient 
forthwith to publish a volume of the transactions and acquisitions of the 
Society, and that the Standing Committee will at its next meeting appoint 
a sub-committee, under whose direction the same shall be published. 

Resolved, That for the purpose of discharging the expenses of the said pub- 
lication, and defraying the expenses incident to the Society, the members 
of the Standing Committee will forthwith discharge all sums due from 
them. 
The word “my” is lined out here. 
Liber A1, pp. 39-40. 
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Resolved, That in the report to be made by the Standing Committee, 
the necessity of a punctual payment by every member of the Society of 
his annual contribution be urged upon the Society as indispensable to its 


perity. 
Resolved, That the Chairman of the Standing Committee prepare a 
report on its behalf, to the Society. 
And then the Committee adjourned. 
Teste —G. A. Myers. Recordg. Secretary. 


LXIX. Minutes of the Meeting of the Society, February 13, 1838" 


At an anniversary meeting of the Virginia Historical and Philosophical 
Society held at the Capitol on Tuesday evening February 13th. 1838, a 
quorum of members being present Henry St. George Tucker Esqr. (Presi- 
dent) took the Chair. 

On motion of Mr. Maxwell the Society adjourned until Tuesday eve- 
ning” the 2oth. Instant. 

Teste — G. A. Myers Recordg. Sect. 


LXX. Minutes of the Adjourned Meeting of the Society, February 20, 
1838" 


At a meeting of the Virginia Historical and Philosophical Society held 
pursuant to adjournment at the Capitol on Tuesday evening February 2oth. 
1838. 

A quorum of members being present, 

Henry St. George Tucker Esqr. President, took the chair and delivered 
an address to the Society. 

Sidney S. Baxter Esqr. the orator elect delivered the anniversary oration.” 

The reports of the Standing Committee, and of” the Treasurer, the latter 
showing a Balance of $49.52 in his hands to the credit of the Society, were 
read, and, 

On motion the said reports were severally laid upon the Table. 

\6Liber At, p. 40; printed in the Richmond iler, 28, 1838, p. 2. “Historical 
on Tuesday evening, which in consequence adjourned until the next Tuesday. There was a brilliant 
display of specimens of our mineral wealth, which it hoped may be repeated.” (Richmond Com- 
piler, 15, 1838, p. 2.) 

18Liber A1, pp. ; pri in t i iler, 28, » P- 

Virginia — and of the essential aids, which such a Society can contribute, to illustrate the Institu- 
tions of the State.” (Richmond Enquirer, February 22, 1838, p. 2; also Richmond Compiler, 


February 23, 1838, p. 2.) 
20The word “of” inserted with a caret. 
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On motion of James E. Heath Esgqr., 
Resolved That the following be adopted as an article of the Constitu- 
tion viz: 

The Society shall hereafter consist of regular, corresponding and honorary 
members. The regular members shall alone be subject to pecuniary con- 
tributions. It shall be the duty of the standing Committee to elect corre- 
sponding members, embracing Professors of the Universities and Colleges 
of this State and of other States, and of such other individuals as they shall 
deem worthy of selection. Honorary membership shall only be conferred 
upon such persons as may be eminent for literary or Scientific attainments, 
and the same shall only be bestowed by the Society in general meeting. 

The following gentlemen were nominated for regular membership by 
the Standing Committee, and duly elected. 

Messrs. William B. [sic, D.] Hodges, Claiborne W. Gooch, T. H. Ellis, 
Thomas Ritchie, Thomas M. Randolph, Dr. Augustus L. Warner, and Dr. 
Valentine Y. Conway. 

Judge Abel P. Upshur was appointed to deliver the next annual address, 
and Charles J. Faulkner Esqr. chosen alternate. 

The resignation of William P. Sheppard Esqr. as Treasurer of the Society 
was tendered and accepted.” 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated to the meeting a letter 
which he had received from the Board of Trustees of the Rhode Island 
Historical Society, stating that they were about to make an application to 
Congress, through the Representatives and Senators of their state in that 
body, for the adoption of some proper manner-to obtain from the public 
offices in England, copies of documents illustrative of the History of 
America; inviting the” concurrence of the Virginia Historical and Philo- 
sophical Society in effecting that object, whereupon, 

On motion of William H. Macfarland Esqr. 

Resolved, that the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this 
State, be and they are hereby most respectfully requested to co-operate with 
those from Rhode Island, in procuring the adoption of such measures as 
they may deem most expedient for the said purpose. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to forward a Copy of the 
foregoing resolution to each of the Senators and Representatives in Con- 

from this state. 

On motion of J E. Heath am 


4 
- 
= 
& 
: 
a 
4 
poe were adopted” are here lined out. 
« 
e 22The word “the” inserted with a caret. 


Early Records of the Virginia Historical Society, 1837-1838 101 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Sidney S. Baxter 
Esqr. for the appropriate address delivered by him this evening, and that he 
be requested to furnish a copy thereof for publication in the Southern Liter- 
ary Messenger.” 

On motion of Wm. H. Macfarland Esgqr. 

Resolved That the thanks of the Society be presented to the President 
for his able and appropriate address and that he be requested to furnish 
a copy of the same for publication in the Southern Literary Messenger. 

Mr. Heath from the Standing Committee reported that several contrib- 
utions had been received from the President, viz: 


“Pownall on the Administration of the Colonies.” 
“Featherstonhaugh’s Report of a reconnaisance &c.” 
“Eulogy on John Marshall, by Horace Binney Esqr.” 
which contributions had not been enumerated in the Report of the Stand- 


ing Committee. 


The Society proceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing year, 
and the following Gentlemen were elected 


Henry St. George Tucker Esqr. President. 

Wm. Maxwell Esqr. 1st. Vice President 

His Excellency David Campbell, 2nd Vice President 

Dr. Socrates Maupin, Correspondg. Secretary & Librarian 
Gustavus A. Myers, Recording Secretary. 

George N. Johnson Esqr. Treasurer. 


Standing Committee, Messrs. James E. Heath, Conway Robinson, Wm. 
H. Macfarland, Sidney S. Baxter, William B. Chittenden, Thomas T. Giles, 
Henry L. Brooke and Dr. Richard A. Carrington. 

And then the Society adjourned. 

Teste 
G. A. Myers, Recg. Secty.,” 


LXXI. Letter of Claiborne W. Gooch to Socrates Maupin, March 10, 1838” 


Airfield, roth. March 1838. 
Sir, 
Yours of the 3rd. informing me that I had been elected a regular member 


23Baxter’s address was not published. 

Tucker's address was not published. 

2The remainder of this minute book (Liber Ar) is blank except for the index in the back. 
When the book was rebound in comparatively recent years, some sheets of records made after 1870 
were bound with this minute book. 
%Folio Gr. 
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of the “Virginia Historical and Philosophical Society” was duly received. 

I accept the Membership — and have paid to Mr. Johnson, (the Treas- 
urer,) the initiation fee: Yet, 1 must confess my fear, that, the Society will 
do little else than give particular favorites an opportunity of telling us what 
are the objects of the association, and the quantum of good that it is capable 
of doing. 

I le you will excuse me for thinking that I shall be an unprofitable 
member, however strong may be my disposition to aid the working part of 
the Society. 

With good wishes for the Society and personal respect for yourself, 

I am yr obt. Sevt. 
C. W. Gooch 
Dr. S. Maupin 
Cor. Sety & Librarian 
of the Va H. & P. Society 


[Addressed] S. Maupin Esqr. Present. 


[Endorsed] C. W. Gooch Letter to Dr. S. Maupin Cor. Sec. 
10 Mar. 1838 accepting membership 


LXXII. Letter of Augustus Warner to Socrates Maupin, March 10, 1838” 


Richd. March 1oth 1838 
S. Maupin M. D. 
Cor. Sect. to Hist. Soc. 
Dear Sir 
Your communication of March 3d. informing me of my election to 
membership in Hist. Soct. of Va, has been received, & I beg leave through 
you, to communicate to the Society my sense of the honor done me & 
my cheerful acceptance. 
Very Respty & Truly yrs 
Aug L. Warner 


[Addressed] Dr. S. Maupin Cor. Sect. to Hist. Soc of Va Richmond 


LXXIII. Letter of Thomas H. Ellis to Socrates Maupin, March 13, 1838” 
Richmond, March 13th 1838 
Sir: 
Owing to my absence from the City, I did not receive until yesterday 


27Folio G1. 
28Folio G1. 
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your letter of the 22nd ultimo, informing me of my election as a regular 
member of the Virginia Historical and Philsophical Society. I now take 
great pleasure in notifying you of my acceptance of the same, and beg you 
to be assured that it will at all times be among the most gratifying of my 
engagements if I can in any manner contribute to promote the objects of 
the Society. I also enclose the sum of Five Dollars, as the amount of my 
admission fee. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Yr. Obt. Serv. 
Thomas H. Ellis 
To 
S. Maupin Esqr 
Corresponding Secretary & Librarian 


of the Va. His. & Phil. Society. 


LXXIV. Letter of Valentine Y. Conway to Socrates Maupin, April 2, 1838” 


House of Delegates 
Apl. 2nd. 1838 
Sir 
I had the honor to receive your communication dated ultimo” 
informing me that at a™ meeting of the Virginia Historical & Philosophical 
Society held on the 20th day of Feby. 1838 I was “elected a regular mem- 
ber thereof.” 
In declining to accept the distinguished honor confered by the Society 
I beg you will believe that I am alone influenced by consideration growing 
out of locality, & consequent inability on my part to render any adequate 
aid or co-operation towards advancing the interests of an association so 
great & laudable in its designs and objects. Having after due deliberation 
come to the conclusion thus expressed, permit me to add my grateful sense 
of the favor confered, together with my most ardent wishes for the pros- 
perity of the Institution of which you are a member. 


I am Sir Very Respy. Yr. obt. Svt. 
V. Y. Conway 


[Addressed] §. Maupin Esqr. Cor. Sec. & Libn. Va. H. & P. Society. 
Richmond 


2Folio G1. Valentine Y. Conway was delegate for the counties of Lancaster and Richmond in 
the 1838 and 1839 sessions of the General Assembly. 
The blank before “ultimo” was not filled in. 
31The word “a” is inserted with a caret. 
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THE PHANTOM GOVERNORSHIP OF 
JOHN ROBINSON, SR., 1749 


by Davi Avan 


Tus role of John Robinson, Sr. (1683-1749) in the history of mid-eight- 
eenth-century Virginia history has been generally overshadowed by the 
importance of his more illustrious son, John Robinson, Jr. (1704-1766). 
The younger Robinson was the Speaker of the House of Burgesses from 
1738 to his death in 1766. Under his astute leadership the Burgesses de- 
veloped into the most powerful branch of the Virginia government. He 
also achieved a modicum of fame as the man who in dismay shouted 
“Treason! Treason!” in reply to Patrick Henry's Stamp Act speech, and who 
as the Treasurer of Virginia became deeply implicated in a financial scan- 
dal involving the redistribution of £140,000 in paper money.’ The repu- 
tation of John Robinson, Sr. has rested primarily upon the tradition that 
following the retirement of William Gooch in 1749, Robinson as the Presi- 
dent of Council was the acting governor of Virginia. With the elder Robin- 
son acting as the chief representative of the Crown in Virginia and the 
younger Robinson speaking for the representatives of the people, the power 
of the Robinson family would appear to have been at its apogee. 

However, there exists considerable uncertainty about Robinson’s term 
as acting governor. Traditionally Sir William Gooch, after completing 
twenty-two highly successful years as governor, sailed for England on June 
20, 1749. Robinson as the ranking member of the Council then took over 
the reins of government pending the arrival in Virginia of a successor to 
Gooch. Robinson was the acting governor until his death only two months 
later on August 24, 1749. He in turn was succeeded by Councilor Thomas 
Lee, the builder of Stratford. 

This summary of Robinson’s brief term as acting governor has appeared 
in the histories of colonial Virginia written since 1888, in biographical 
sketches, and in the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography and in 
the William and Mary Quarterly. Included in the group which has ac- 
cepted this version of Robinson’s short administration are such eminent 


Stanley M. Pargellis, re in the Virginia House of Burgesses,” William and Mary 
Quarterly, ser. 2 Vil (1927), 73-86, 143-157; vid J. Mays, Edmund Pendleton, 1721-1803, 


(Cambridge, Mass., 1952), I, 174-209, 358-385. 
2Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Ul, 4, VII, 17, XIII, 130, XIV, 3, XVI, 106, 
217, VII, 229; William and Mary Quarterly, ser. 1, XVI, 19. 
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students of Virginia history as Philip Alexander Bruce, William G. Stanard, 
Lyon G. Tyler, Robert A. Brock, and Matthew Page Andrews. Subsequent 
writers have relied upon the validity of the opinions of these established 
historians, the most recent notation being in William Abbot, A Virginia 
Chronology, 1607-1783.‘ All of these writers have asserted that Robinson 
held the presidency between June 20, 1749, and his death. While none of 
these historians have claimed anything more for Robinson than the mere 
fact that he was in office in 1749, Margaret Vowell Smith, Virginia, 1492- 
1892, makes the error of saying that the sweeping revision of the Virginia 
laws which took place in the 1748-1749 session of the General Assembly 
was the product of Robinson's administration when actually Gooch was verv 
much in Virginia at the time.’ 

The surprising thing is that Virginia historians in the early nineteenth 
century made no claims at all for Robinson. John Burk, writing in 1804 
and having available sources which have since disappeared, said that Gooch 
did not leave Virginia until August 14, 1749, whereupon the government 
devolved upon Robinson, but he then notes that Robinson died within 
a few days, leaving the leadership to Thomas Lee. This same version can be 
found in the histories written by Henry Howe and Robert Howison in the 
1840's and in Charles Campbell’s study of the Old Dominion published in 
1860. All three of these men cite Burk as their source.* 

What evidence caused Bruce, Stanard, and the others to revise Burk and 
his followers is not clear. No place in the colonial records is there any men- 
tion of Gooch leaving Virginia on June 20, 1749. Neither in his letters 
to the Board of Trade, in his farewell remarks to the General Assembly and 
the Council, nor in his personal letters to his brother, Thomas Gooch, Bishop 
of Norwich, did the Governor even indicate a desire to sail for England 
at that time, or at any time prior to August 1749. 

On the other hand, there is considerable evidence indicating that Gooch 
was in the colony in late August 1749 and that John Robinson, Sr. did not 

$Philip Alexander Bruce, et al, A History of Virgimia (Chicago and New York, 1924), I, 


340; William G. and Mary Newton Stanard, The Colonial Virginia Register (Albany, 1902), 
. 19; Robert A. Brock, Virginia and Virginians (Richmond, 1888), I, 44; Matthew Page Andrews, 

Vir inia, The Old Dominion (Richmond, 1937), pp. 209, 594; Lyon G. Tyler, ed., Encyclopedia 
of Firginia Biography (New York, 1915), I, 63. 

4William A , A Virginia Chronology, 1607-1783, in Earl G. Swem, ed., The Jamestown 
350th Anniversary Historical Booklets (Richmond, 1957), p. 51. 

5Margaret Vowell Smith, Virginia, 1492-1892... with A History of the Executives of the 
Colony ... (Washington, 1892), pp. 160-161. 

6John Daly Burk, The History of Virginia, from its First Settlement to the Present 
(Petersburg, 1804-1816), III, 136-138; Henry Howe, Historical Collections of Virginia (Charles- 
ton, S. C., 1845), p. 90; Robert R. Howison, A History of Virginia (Philadelphia, 1846-1848), I, 
434-435; Charles Campbell. A History of the Colony and Ancient Dominion of Virginia (Phila- 
delphia, 1860), pp. 448-449. 
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take over administration of the government. Gooch was clearly in Williams- 
burg and acting as the governor on July 12, 1749, for it was on that day 
that Gooch and the Council made grants totaling 1,800,000 acres to the 
Ohio Company of Virginia, to the Loyal Company, and to numerous other 
groups seeking to open the area west of the mountains. At the same time 
Gooch officially informed the Council for the first time that he was leaving 
for England. The Council then voted to pay £300 to a Captain Robinson 
for Gooch’s passage home.’ Although the issues of the Virginia Gazette are 
not extant for the summer of 1749, the Maryland Gazette, obviously copying 
an item in the Virginia Gazette for July 13, 1749, informed its readers that 
Gooch was departing for England in August.* The Governor did embark 
on Captain Robinson's ship at Yorktown sometime in mid-August, probably 
on August 14, as Burk states, but was prevented from leaving Virginia 
because the prevailing winds held the ship in the York River.’ 

That John Robinson, Sr. actually took over the government is doubtful. 
Gooch was still available for consultation while Robinson, who had gone 
down to Yorktown to bid Gooch farewell, became so ill that he was unable 
to leave the home of his host, Councilor William Nelson. On August 24, 
Robinson died.” The presidency then passed to the next ranking councilor, 
John Custis. However, the enfeebled, seventy-five-year-old Custis resigned 
from the Council, because of “the Incapacity I at present labour under.” 
Gooch was then forced to come ashore, to meet with the Council in executive 
session, and to designate Councilor Thomas Lee as the President. Lee was 
to be sworn “into the Execution of his Office, immediately on the Governor's 
departure.”"" This would indicate that Gooch remained in official control 
until his actual departure from Virginia. This view is further corroborated 
by the fact that there is no record that Robinson ever took the required oath 
of office. Lee in certifying his credentials to the Board of Trade said that 
the government had passed from Gooch to Custis to himself."* Whatever 
the case it is clear that Robinson could not have been acting governor prior 
to mid-August 1749. Finally the adverse wind which held Gooch in the 
York River until after Robinson's death apparently prevented Robinson from 
serving in that office, even in the technical sense. 

7Executive Journals of the Council of Colonial Virginia, ed. H. R. McIlwaine and Wilmer L. 
Hall (Richmond, 1925-1945), V, 295-298. 

8Maryland Gazette, July 26, 1749. 

STIbid., August 30, 1749. 

Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, XVI (1908), 209, citing Virginia Gazette for 

1 Rtas Tamed of the Council, V, 299, meeting on August 26, 1749. 


12Lee to Board of Trade, October 2, 1749, British Public Record Office, Colonial Office, 5, 
Vol. 1327, No. 25. 
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THE INDIAN MASSACRE OF 1622 — The Indian Massacre of 1622 was one of the 
few events in the early history of Virginia which captured the attention of the English 
public. When the news of the event reached England, during the first week of July, 
the conespondents of the time gave prominent notice to it in their letters. For example, 
on July 13 John Chamberlain wrote to his friend, Sir Dudley Carleton, in the Nether- 
lands: “This weeke the Charles a rich ship of 800 tunnes is arrived here from Bantam 
and bringes hope of one or two more comming after. Another likewise is come from 
Virginia with yll newes that the sauvages have by surprise slain about 350 of our 
people there one and other. Yt was by their owne supine negligence that lived as careles 
and securely there as yf they had ben in England, in scattered and stragling houses 
far asunder, wherby they were so easilie subject to the surprise of those naked people, 
who besides other spoyle and bootie have possessed themselves of armes and weapons, 
but the best is they have no skill to use them. Among them that are lost is one Captain 
Barclay and Captaine Thorpe whom I was well acquainted withall and had ben a 
pensioner: the disgrace and shame is as much as the losse, for no other nation wold 
have ben so grossely overtaken.” (Norman E. McClure, ed., The Letters of John 
Chamberlain (Philadelphia, 1939], Il, 446.) 

Two other notices of the Indian massacre, previously unpublished, can be found in 
a diary in the British Museum and a letter in the National Library of Wales. Although 
the notices are short, they indicate which aspects of the massacre were of interest to 
the public. They also show that in the first reports of the massacre the number of dead 
was put at 329. It was not until a month later that the Virginia Company published its 
official report (Susan M. Kingsbury, ed., The Records of the Virginia Company of 
London, 11, 541-79) listing 347 casualties. The first notice is an entry in the diary 
of Simonds D’Ewes, a young law student in London, who wrote under the date July 7: 
“From Virginia wee had exceeding badd newes for the inhumane wretches wee had 
given peace too thus long, conspired together: one houre gave beginning to ther 
butcherye, an Indian boy told the Englishmen of it, those that weer secure weer slaine 
cheiflye in St. Martins Hundred to the full number of two hundred 29 of all sorts. 
Then they burnt some howses & villages & spoiled most of the plantation & core ther- 
abouts: tis likely but for the former boy moore had been slaine.” (Simonds D’Ewes, 
“A Diarian Discourse, or Ephemeritian Narration,” British Museum, Harleian Ms. 
481, f. 141.) Seven weeks later, on August 28, D’Ewes also noted in his diary that 
he “was partaker of an exact discourse of the massacre as I may learne it of our men in 
Virginea, which hapned the 22 of March, butt because I hope to gett the thing it selfe 
I deferr to speake of it.” CIbid., f. 16v.) In all probability, the “exact discourse of the 
massacre” was the official report of the Virginia Company, published toward the end 
of Au 

irae notice of the massacre is in a letter written by William Wynn, another 
student in London, to his father Sir John Wynn, dated July 12: “In Virginia, the 
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savages have by a wile come (as they weare wonte) to trafique into our englishe 
howses, and with our owne weapons slewe 329 of our men, wheruppon tis thought that 
Counsell will resolve uppon a warr against theise barbarouse villaines: I maye not omitt 
how a gentlwoman seeinge the barbares approache her howse tooke a muskett but 
without shott therin and her maides with sholves [shovels] with which they marched 
thorough the barbares Companies, they not daringe to approache them.” (National 
Library of Wales, Wynn Papers, no. 1027.) — Robert C. Johnson. 


ANNUAL MEETING — The annual meeting of the Virginia Historical Society will 

be held Tuesday, January 19, 1960, at Battle Abbey, 428 North Boulevard, Richmond, 

Virginia. The business meeting will be at 3:00 p.m. The annual address will be delivered 

at 8:30 p.m. by Dr. Walter Muir Whitehill, Director and Librarian of the Boston 
on “Cerebration versus Celebration.” 


ROANOKE RIVER MUSEUM — The Roanoke River Branch of the Association for 
the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities has announced the incorporation of the Roanoke 
River Museum at Boydton, Virginia. It is a regional institution for the collection and 
preservation of antiquities, the advancement of learning, and the promotion of the arts. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Sources of Our Liberties. Edited by Ricnarp L. Peary, under the supervision of Jo: 
C. Coorzn. New York: Associated College Presses for the American Bar F ion, 
1959. xxiii, 456 pp. $5.00. 

Tus volume fills a vacuum that has been so long neglected that the American people 

have suffered irreparable damage. Several of the state declarations of rights published 

in it repeat a part of the Virginia Declaration of Rights which is appropriate here: 

“That no free government or the blessings of liberty can be preserved to any people, 

but by... frequent recurrence to fundamental principles.” 

Francis Lieber, the great libertarian author of the ninteenth century, in his book 
on Civil Liberty put it this way: “A people that loves liberty can do nothing better 
to promote the object of its love than deeply to study it; and in order to be able to do 
this, it is necessary to analyze it, and to know the threads which compose the valued 
texture.” 

Some unknown genius summarized: “A people indifferent to its past will not long 
retain the capacity to achieve an honored history.” 

Heretofore those of our people anxiously concerned about our past, when seeking 
“to recur to fundamental principles” of liberty and to analyze and “to know the threads 
which compose the valued texture,” have become lost and confused in inadequate librar- 
ies. Here at last is a masterpiece in the literature of liberty which compresses a thousand 
years and thirty-two great charters of liberty into one authentic, readable, and interesting 
volume. 

Beginning with Magna Charta of 1215 and ending with the federal Bill of Rights 
of 1791 parchments that have bridled power and preserved liberty are set forth in 
panorama. Each is preceded by an introduction that analyzes and traces “the threads 
that compose the valued texture” of liberty with that fidelity to truth characteristic of 
superior scholarship. The introductory comments preceding each document render the 
book a necessary textbook in all high schools, colleges, and universities where Anglo- 
Saxon liberties and institutions are thought to be worthy of serious study and preser- 
vation. Every member of the armed services should be indoctrinated with it that they 
may know, as their fathers knew, eternal values worth fighting for. 

One of the many “threads which compose the valued texture” running from Magna 
Charta at page 1 through all others and finally into the federal Constitution and Bill of 
Rights at pages 399 and 418, respectively, is the guaranty, sealed in the blood of every 
Anglo-Saxon revolution, that a free people may be governed only by laws made by the 
people themselves acting through elected representatives, agents, or delegates — never 
by the decrees of judges or edicts of men. That is the “law of the land” of the 39th 
paragraph of Magna Charta (p. 17), speaking again. That is the very definition of 
government by the consent of the governed. 

When the American colonists sought to induce the French people of Canada to throw 
off the yoke of tyrannical rule by men and embrace freedom under law and to join 
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them in a reactionary revolutionary endeavor to that end, they explained the reason 
why their government, in which all laws were made by representatives, was superior 
to the Canadian, under which all laws were made by the governor and council. Their 
Address to the Inhabitants of Quebec (p. 284), puts it simply: “... the first grand right, 
is that of the people having a share in their own government, by their representatives 
chosen by themselves, and in consequence of being ruled by laws which they them- 
selves approve, not by edicts of men, over whom they have no control.” 

The Declarations and Resolves of the First Continental Congress of October 14, 1774 
(p. 287); the original and final draft of the Virginia Declaration of Rights of May and 
June 1776 (p. 311), and the Declaration of Independence of July 1776 (p. 319) re 
stated the same “first grand right.” It was an ancient cry, familiar to all Englishmen 
for many centuries. That first grand right, when violated, was the first grand cause of 
every English and American Revolution. 

Article VI of the federal Constitution of 1789 (p. 416) guarantees that decrees of 
judges and “edicts of men” shall never be enforced as the “law of the land” in the 
federal domain, and in the same sentence imposes the obligation to support and defend 
that “first grand right” on all officers of government, state and federal, under the solemn 
sanction of an oath or affirmation that every officer of government must take before he 
may exercise any power of office. 

The threads which form the valued texture of liberty such as “government by consent 
of the governed” become threadbare when people become indifferent to their past and 
no longer recur to fundamental principles. 

In the introduction to this priceless work John Cobb Cooper says (p. xi): “The law of 
the land, due process, trial by jury — these certainly may be traced back directly or 
indirectly to Magna Charta. If it were nothing more than the source of these liberties, 
it should be required reading in every school and college.” 

Freedom of the press, freedom of religion, the privilege against self-incrimination and 
many other valued liberties were first proposed for constitutional status in another 
document not mentioned. 

The author and compiler of this book vindicates the maxim that error unerringly 
attends all human works. He may find solace in the fact that he is merely the latest 
of the legions who have made the same error. The most influential constitutional docu- 
ment in American history is not mentioned. That document is the committee draft 
of the Virginia Declaration of Rights, written by George Mason, and reported and 
printed “for the perusal” of the members of the Virginia Assembly on May 27, 1776. 
It was published in the Virginia Gazette of June 1, 1776, and thereafter republished 
in newspapers and magazines all over America, in England, and in Europe. It, and not 
the amended draft officially adopted on June 12, 1776, was the document from which 
Jefferson, Franklin, and Adams copied to make a preamble for the Declaration of 
Independence. Franklin copied it into the Pennsylvania and Adams copied it into 
the Massachusetts declarations of rights of 1776 and 1780, respectively. France copied 
it into her celebrated Declaration of Rights of 1789. All of the original American states 
that adopted declarations of rights copied from the committee draft. None copied from 
the official draft for around a half century. The official draft of the Virginia Declaration 
was never published in a bound volume with the bills of rights of the American states 
until after more than a score of editions had been published, and until Jonathan Foster 
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of Winchester, Virginia, published The Constitutions of the United States... to which 
the official Virginia Declaration was “prefixed” in 1811. 

The committee draft was published in French editions with other American con- 
stitutions and declarations while the official draft was not published beyond the boun- 
daries of Virginia for a full half century. 

This is not the time nor place for documentation of the amazing truth about the 
greatest source of American liberty. Gilbert Chinard told a part of this story in 1943 
in the Year Book of the American Philosophical Society. Durand Echeverria told 
another part in 1953 in The Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America. Another 
small part, showing the influence of the committee draft on the proposals for a federal 
bill of rights in the Pennsylvania Ratifying Convention of 1787, is soon to be revealed 
in the first publication of the Jasper Yeates Notes vf Debates in that Convention, by 
the William and Mary Quarterly. The complete story must await an overdue biography 
of George Mason — the forgotten architect of American liberty. 

When a great truth lies begging on the high road of history for two centuries, one 
should not be condemned if he, even as a reviewer, chooses not to pass by with indif- 
ference “on the other side,” as did the priest and the Levite. In passing it may not 
be improper to point out, as a mere example, — that Mason's original committee draft 
of the Virginia Declaration of Rights, in 18 paragraphs, began with these words: “That 
all men are born equally free and independent, and have certain inherent natural 
rights, . . .” 

In the Virginia Convention's official draft in 16 paragraphs, two weeks later, the first 
paragraph was changed to read: “That all men are by nature equally free and inde- 
pendent and have certain inherent rights, ...” 

Thus “born” became “by nature.” For the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson 
a month later changed “born” to “created” in the senseless phrase, “all men are created 

ual.” 

“The bills of rights of Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, Maine, Montana, New Mexico, 
South Dakota, Vermont, and Wisconsin, in 1959, still use Mason's original words: 
“All men are born equally free and independent... .” Only Indiana and North Caro- 
lina copied “created equal” from the Declaration of Independence, both after 1850. 

Nine states, all created after 1811, use the words “by nature equally free and inde- 
pendent,” as has Virginia since June 12, 1776. Words, phrases and sentences copied 
from the committee draft of May 27, 1776, may be found in every Declaration of Rights 
adopted in America since May 1776, and in most of the other such declarations adopted 
elsewhere in the world. 

Mason's original draft — not the official — was used as the basis not only for the 

posals of the Pennsylvania minority, but by the Maryland minority and the Virginia, 
New York, North Carolina, and Rhode Island majorities, in their ratifying conventions 
of 1787-1790, which proposals later became the federal Bill of Rights. 

The committee draft of the Virginia Declaration of Rights of May 27, 1776, stands 
with Magna Charta and the English Bill of Rights of 1689, as one of the three most 
influential constitutional documents in all the history of liberty, and should be mimeo- 
graped for use at page 310 of this book whenever and wherever used as a text. It is 
the most copied of the three. It explains so much that is otherwise unexplainable in 
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the evolution of liberty under law that acquaintance with it is an absolute for those 
seeking to know true sources of liberty in America. 


R. Carrer Prrrman 
Dalton, Georgia 


Ancient Adventurers: A Collection of Essays. By Merrirrecp Bemiss. Edited 
by Annie Lasu Jester. Richmond: Privately Printed, 1959. ix, 53 pp. 


Tue Virginia Historical Society has never had a professional historian as its president, 
but its officers have always displayed a constructive interest in the history of the Old 
Dominion, and several have been historians of outstanding ability. The great John 
Marshall, first president of the Society, wrote a remarkable multivolume life of George 
Washington. It was at the urging of the Society's Executive Committee that William 
Cabell Rives undertook his biography of James Madison. The magnum opus of Hugh 
Blair Grigsby, The History of the Virginia Federal Convention of 1788, had its begin- 
ning as an annual address to the Society. Other presidents of the Society could also 
be mentioned. 

The most recent addition to the distinguished company is Samuel Merrifield Bemiss, 
who served as president from October 1952 to February 1958. A prominent business 
leader, he has a keen appreciation for the enterprise of the adventurers and the daring 
of the sea dogs which made England great. His desire to know more of the men who 
founded Virginia has led him to explore the byways of history. This volume of seven 
essays, the product of his study, ranges from “The Jesuit Mission” to “William Ran- 
dolph.” Mr. Bemiss’ enthusiastic admiration of Elizabethans is manifest in “Sir Walter 
Raleigh.” 

Readers of the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography who enjoyed the article 
on “John Martin” when it was first published (LXV [1957], 209-221) will find the 
other essays to their liking. They can welcome “The Three Ships” and follow the 
adventures of “Pocahontas’ Playmates,” Ann Burras, Temperaace Flowerdieu, and 
Sisley Jordan. The story of “Christopher Newport, Mariner” is especially rewarding. 
The commander of the little fleet which brought the first colonists to Jamestown stands 
forth as a man of heroic mold. Unfamiliar to most historians, his fabulous career, as 
recounted by Mr. Bemiss, might well serve as the basis for a dashing historical novel. 

This book is most appropriately dedicated to the late Mrs. Philip W. Hiden, an able 
and must beloved member of the Executive Committee of the Virginia Historical 
Society and a frequent contributor to the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography. 
Mr. Bemiss and Mrs. Hiden labored together on many useful enterprises connected 
with Virginia history, each encouraging and supporting the other. 

Mrs. Lewis T. Jester, who often collaborated with Mrs. Hiden, prepared the manu- 
script of this volume of essays for publication. Attractive in every way, this book will 


be treasured both for the history it presents and the associations it recalls. 


M. E. 
Virginia Historical Society 
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The Ohio Company: Its Inner History. By Alfred P. James. Pittsburgh: University 
of Pittsburgh Press, 1959. xxiv, 375 pp. $6.00. 


“In the narrative below, the inner history of the Ohio Company, is definitely narrow,” 
writes Dr. James. Indeed a comprehensive history was not intended. The author pre- 
supposes the reader's knowledge of earlier works. For background in Indian affairs, he 
refers to Mcllwain’s introduction to his edition to Peter Wraxall’s Abridgement of Indian 
Affairs, to Julian P. Boyd's “Indian Affairs in Pennsylvania, 1736-1762” in his edition 
of Indian Treaties Printed by Benjamin Franklin, 1736-1762, to Lawrence H. Gipson’s 
The British Empire Before the American Revolution, volumes IV-V, and to Lois Mul- 
kearn's George Mercer Papers; and for diplomatic relations with Britain and France, 
to Alvord, Peace, and Gipson. He has sought to supplement other works on the Ohio 
Company, again assuming the reader's acquaintance with such works as Bailey's The 
Ohio Company of Virginia and the Westward Movement, and his prime purpose is 
to supplement Mulkearn’s George Mercer Papers (1954) with material not included 
in the Mercer Papers. In all, over 1,200 commercial and legal items were located and 
transcribed, so large a mass that publication was necessarily selective, but the whole 
listed chronologically under “Appendix D — Calendar of Ohio Company Documents.” 
The narrative takes up about one half of the volume and the published source material 
the remainder. All of the text and appendices are covered by the index, except the 
material referred to in Appendix D. The source material therein listed is now arranged 
for ready use by scholars at the Darlington Library at the University of Pittsburgh 
(“The A. P. James Collection, Collated Transcripts of Manuscripts Relating to the 
Ohio Company of Virginia”), and adds much to our knowledge of the Company, 
although in adding to our knowledge it does not add to this reviewer's idea of the 
Company's importance, since its grand design proved abortive, and it probably was of 

uence than the Loyal Company, a land venture less celebrated. With the 
Mercer Papers published, the material for so many years under lock and key at Pitts 
burgh, and denied to the scholars of yesterday (such as Freeman, who sought it for 


his Washington), is now available to historians. That is welcome news. 


J. Mays 
Richmond, Virginia 


John Paul Jones: A Sailor's Biography. By Samusx Exsor Morison. Boston: Little, 
Brown and Company, 1959. xxii, 453 pp. $6.50. 


In this splendid biography of John Paul Jones, the indefatigable Samuel Eliot Morison 
displays again the abilities that have made him the outstanding naval-maritime writer 
of our time. 

Tireless research is one; but research alone can infatuate, as many scholars know, 
so that the waves blot out the sea. Morison overcomes this distraction by practical obser- 
vation and by incessant writing. In World War II he rode ships in battle. For this 
biography he stood on Flamborough Head and cruised offshore where Jones won 
imperishable fame. 
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Morison writes constantly. He does not wait to complete research — can one ever? — 
but sets down thoughts inspired at the moment. Then he deletes and alters and adds, 
changing repeatedly. He loves the sea and knows it by study and constant pitting 
himself against it. So this book smells of salt. It fascinates with explanation of the 
ways of ships and the sea. 

Morison portrays Jones against the broad canvas of history, including a well-balanced 
account of the critical importance of operations at sea to American victory in the 
American Revolution. As General Washington himself said, “In any operation, and 
under all circumstances, a decisive naval superiority is to be considered as a fundamental 
principle, and the basis upon which every hope of success must ultimately depend.” 

This book is filled with widely researched accounts of most incidents about which 
anything is known in Jones’ life. It explodes many myths and errors about Jones, 
some of which invaded the earlier good biographies like those of Mackenzie, De Koven, 
and Lorenz. 

This biography also sets up new conjectures that may not depict the facts correctly. 
For example, on an early page Morison speaks of Jones’ “ungovernable temper” (and 
some reviewers have so described Jones), yet, thereafter he recounts numerous instances 
that demonstrate how Jones did govern his temper well to suit the need. He explodes 
the myth that Jones was an illegitimate son, yet, on the same pages, without demon- 
strable proof, insinuates that his mother, apparently an estimable woman, carried on 
an affair before her marriage. In the incredible battle of Jones’ will and a shattered 
ship against Serapis, he carefully seeks to put in order the understandably confused 
details of the battle. Then to explain the fact that neither Jones nor Captain Pearson 
of Serapis was shot he adds conjecture, which some readers will take for fact, that both 
Jones and Pearson may have told their crews to spare the other. This does not seem a 
valid way to explain the inscrutable workings of Providence that, for example, led 
Jackson and Stuart through many fierce conflicts unscathed and at last, brought to each 
of them the fatal ball as if part of the unseen plan for the destiny of the United States. 

This fine biography also has the inevitable gremlins of error that plague us sons of 
Adam. For example, the Naval legislation of October 30, 1775, is cited as the recognized 
“birthday” of the Navy; actually the first Naval legislation in the Continental Congress 
was on October 13. The gremlin chuckles loud at the next one to be made by a seaman: 
on page 39 the Grand Union Flag is hoisted to the jackstaff instead of the ensign staff 
or flag staff; similarly on page 314 where the valient Sloop of War Saratoga, name 
ancestor of the wonderful aircraft carriers of our time, becomes “frigate Saratoga.” 

This is withal a spendid book. It shows the skill of a master who, with prodigious 
research, tireless drive, and innate feel for the spirit of the sea, has become Jones’ 
foremost biographer. This life of Jones should be read by any who love the maijesty, 
beauty, and checkless power of the sea. It should be read by those interested in 
exploring fathomless depths of strength and conquest of the material by the mystical 
powers that dweil in the human soul. It should be read by those who aspire to lead 
in the nation’s services for the qualities of leadership, good and bad, that it points up. 
It should be read by all who seek to keep America great for its clear explanation of many 
of the virtues of strength at sea which have so profoundedly influenced America’s destiny 
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in her growth to world leadership — and will affect her profoundly in the 
unknown ahead. “i 


E. M. Exrer 


Office of the Chief of Naval Operations 


Catalogue of the Library of Thomas Jefferson. Compiled with Annotations by E. Muu- 
cent Sowersy. Volume V. Washington: The Library of Congress, 1959. x, 442 pp- 
$3.50. 


Votums Five brings to completion Miss Sowerby’s bio-bibliography, the Catalogue 
of the Library of Thomas Jefferscn. Listed in the first section are the last individual 
entries under Jefferson's own library classification system. The final two hundred and 
fifty pages include “Additions, Notes, and Corrections for the Entire Catalogue,” a list 
of sources and reference books used in all five volumes, and an extensive index covering 
the whole work. 

The continuation of the Jefferson 1815 catalogue concludes the items under the 
division of “Fine Arts.” Dialogue, Criticism, Logic, Polygraphy, and their subdivisions 
are the headings under which the titles are grouped. These indicate, above all, the 
breadth and depth of Jefferson as a linguist. Here are grammars and dictionaries of 
Anglo-Saxon, Gaelic, Manx, Welsh, Irish, Gothic, Spanish, French, Latin, Dutch, 
Lapp, and Bengali, among others. Here are a Delaware Indian spelling book, a Mohawk 
liturgy, an Irish Bible, and a Greek New Testament. Here are Johnson's and Webster's 
dictionaries and dozens of English grammars. Along with the title-entries are included 
Jefferson's commentaries upon them, including evidence of his delight in neologisms 
and his opposition to purism in language. 

One key to an understanding of the critical and philosophical theories of Jefferson 
and his contemporaries is the indication that he owned Blair's Lectures on Rhetoric and 
Kames’ Elements of Criticism as well as many other works of the Scottish Common- 
Sense school. The quotations from his letters appended to these entries show Jefferson's 
close sympathy with the ethical, aesthetic, and political ideas of the Scots. 

Under “Polygraphical” are included, among other things, encyclopedias and periodi- 
cals. The extensive entry for L’Encyclopédie Méthodique offers eight pages of discussion 
of Jefferson's own contributions to that work and the trouble he had in obtaining all 
its volumes. Interesting too are the lists of English, French, and American journals 
included in his library. Rare items such as the National Magazine (Richmond, 1799- 
1800) will interest the Virginian. 

The Virginian will also be interested in the number of volumes in this group secured 
by purchase, gift, or legacy from Jefferson's fellow-countrymen. Here are books from 
the libraries of William Byrd II, William Stith, Sir John Randolph, Richard Bland, 
Reuben Skelton, and George Wythe. And here are a number of books by Virginians 
or bearing Virginia imprints. Among the rarer items today are Thomas E. Birch’s The 
Virginian Orator (Richmond, 1808), which includes a long eulogistic poem on Jefferson 
(the copy of which was presented by the author), and Ferdinando Fairfax’s Oration 
in Charlestown ...on the Fourth of July 1805 (Washington, 1808). 
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The latter three-fifths of this final volume unfortunately leaves much to be desired. 
The “Additions, Notes, and Corrections” are scanty and unsatisfactory, and the index 
contains more than a reasonable number of errors or confusing citations. Perhaps the 
editor did not see the number of corrections and suggestions made by several reviewers, 
including this one, in discussing the previous four volumes. Certainly few of these hints 
have been followed up. For example, the confusion of the Jefferson-Brackinridge rela- 
tionship (IV, item 4337), the identification of the translator of Ovid (IV, item 4341) 
as the Virginia poet George Sandys, and the misleading identification of Onfs CIII, 
item 2424) are matters which had previously been pointed out by this reviewer. They 
appear now in their original situation. 

The index, comprehensive in its inclusion of subject entries, authors, titles, and names 
of persons associated with individual items, suffers from a number of omissions and 
snarled references. By no means all references to all persons are entered. A particu- 
larly confusion of entries are those of Major William Jackson and Major James Jackson. 
The final digit is twice left off the item number 3311 under Major William Jackson; 
and item 3317, including a clear reference to Major William Jackson, is listed errone- 
ously under Major James Jackson. : 

The editor, candidly acknowledging shortcomings, pleads as excuse the size and 
complexity of the work. This the reader can understand and sympathize with as far 
as the detailed annotation and identification for each book-and-author entry is concerned. 
But when he finds errors and omissions in the index, he is uneasy. Obviously its poten- 
tial usefulness is greatly impaired. One concludes the five volumes with the feeling 
that for the “corrections” and index especially the editor should have been supplied 
with more expert clerical assistance for checking and proofreading than apparently 
she had. 

But what she has produced will be of tremendous usefulness for decades and pethaps 
for generations. Here is a complete listing (as far as now seems possible), with short 
title and associational and critical commentary, of one of the great private libraries of 
American history. Here assembled is almost all the pertinent information indicating 
the intellectual tastes and reading habits of one of the significant minds of the nine- 
teenth century. Here in these identified entries are the tools with which the historian 
may dig for more of the matter and method of mind of a whole society as well as of 
the individual who collected this library. The labor of almost two decades has been 


well spent. 
Ricuarp Beate Davis 


University of Tennessee 


Myths and Men: Patrick Henry, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson. By Bennanp 
Mayo. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1959. 71 pp. $2.50. 


Pusutsuep here are the Eugenia Dorothy Blount Lamar Memorial Lectures, delivered 
at Mercer University in 1958. The product of wide reading and thoughtful reflection, 
they treat problems related to the historical portraiture of three famous Americans whose 
real personages have often been obscured by myth. Since each of these men presents in 
himself a major historical problem, it is not to be expected that these short lectures attempt 
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more than interpretation and summation. This Professor Mayo has done well, as he 
leads his audience with ease and grace through some basic historical questions to 
present a capsule evaluation, divorced as far as modern scholarship has succeeded, from 
myth and legend. 

Examples of the type of problem reviewed include questions related to the meagerness 
of contemporary Henry material, the Washington legends constructed by Parson Weems, 
and the contemporary abuse poured out against Jefferson. Professor Mayo is also con- 
cerned with the subject of the public image that has prevailed of these men from their 
own times to the present. In exploring the roots of public images, he considers the part 
played by historians, especially biographers. Referring to Washington biographers from 
John Marshall to Douglas Southall Freeman, biographical writings on Henry from 
William Wirt to Robert D. Meade, and Jefferson biographers from Henry S. Randall 
to Dumas Malone, he relates these biographers, particularly the earlier ones, to the 
creation of public images. Although the author does not pretend at completeness, a few 
more words might have been allotted to other historical writings which in addition to 
biographies have formed the historical, and often the public, image. Time might have 
been found, it would seem, to mention Henry Adams in relation to Jefferson. 

Among the brief character sketches with which Professor Mayo closes each lecture, 
it is of interest to note his conclusion that as Washington “emerges from the long- 
obscuring myth he comes more closely to resemble the miniature portrait carefully drawn 
of him in 1814 by Thomas Jefferson. Of all attempts to depict his character this is 
by far the most perceptive and balanced.” 

Directed to the general student of the American past, rather than to the specialist, 
the inquiring reader will find much profit in these engaging lectures. 


Nosre E. CunnincuaM, Jr. 
University of Richmond 


Clash of Cavalry: The Battle of Brandy Station, June 9, 1863. By Famrax Downey. 
New York: David McKay, Inc., 1959. xv, 238 pp. $4.95. 


Tue author, a former newspaper man and a retired lieutenant colonel in the United 
States Army Reserve, is a member of the Board of Governors of the Company of Mili- 
tary Collectors and Historians, an organization which “takes pride in sponsoring this 
book.” By a count of the volumes listed on the fly leaf this is the author's thirty-first 
book. The list indicates that he is proficient in writing not only of the Civil War but 
also of dogs, cats, mules, Suleyman the Magnificent, Richard Harding Davis, and Yale 
University. In his current book he writes of history in a colorful and moving manner, 
and the twenty-two pages of notes and bibliography, at the end of the book, indicate 
that he has read widely in Civil War military history. 

The book is approximately two-thirds narrative, the remainder consists of appendices, 
notes, bibliography, and index. Slightly over one-third of the one hundred fifty pages of 
narrative are devoted to the battle at Brandy Station. However, in the ninety-two page 
prologue to the battle the reader is presented a variety of information. For example 
one is told how Brandy Station received its name, what excellent horsemen the South- 


erners were, and that Wade Hampton used to hunt and kill bears with only a knife. 
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The reader is also given brief essays concerning (1) the color and type of horses found 
in the different regiments, (2) the arms used by cavalrymen (in appendix H there 
are instructions as to how to use some of these arms), and (3) the music, complete 
with notes and bars, as played by cavalry bands. In addition there are a number of 
brief sketches and photographs of important persons who participated in the battle. 
The eight-page section of photographs contains pictures of Generals J. E. B. Stuart and 
Alfred Pleasonton, the opposing commanders at Brandy Station, a number of their 
subordinates, and a picture of Sam Sweeney's banjo. Scattered throughout the book 
are drawings of horses, soldiers, swords, pistols, and maps. The end paper maps are 
clear and helpful. 

In June 1863 Stuart's forces were located near Brandy Station, a few miles east of 
Culpeper, Virginia, waiting for Lee to complete preparations for the invasion of the 
North. While waiting Stuart occupied his time with reviews and social activities. 
These festivities, however, were interrupted on the morning of June 9 by a surprise 
attack of the Union forces. After a twelve-hour battle and the loss of over eight 
hundred men the Federal forces retreated across the Rappahannock River. But, the 
author notes, these retreating troops had gained a self-confidence that day which they 
would never lose, and which would bring them the ultimate victory. 

This reader was of the opinion that the battle of Brandy Station might have been 
adequately dealt with in an article. However, in these times of inflation and on- 
rushing centennials, the book is probably indicative of what can be expected until 1965 
at the earliest. 


University of Richmond 


W. Harrison 


Mr. Davis's Richmond. By Sranctey Kummer. New York: Coward-McCann, Inc., 
1958. 214 pp. $7.50. 

Wrru the centennial of the Civil War bearing down upon us with a relentlessness that 

time must abet before it can heal, we are already being inundated by works related 

to that struggle. A few are excellent. Most are only fair. The rest are much harder 

to live through than the conflict itself could conceivably have been. 

Nor is this effusion of the published word confined to history. There is also emerging 
a substantial corpus of fiction. And beyond and beneath that is a third genre — 
fictistory — which is history only by a frigid, nodding acquaintance, yet is not fiction, 
because it is stranger than truth. 

In their philosophical approach the fictistorians are ordinarily subsumed as chrono- 
logical determinists; that is, let it be determined what happened on, say, Wednesday, 
May 29, 1861, and on Sunday, April 9, 1865, and it makes no difference to them what 
occurred between those dates. The hiatus they feel free to fill with an account of any- 
thing that might have happened. And that is fictistory. 

The present reviewer has no quarrel with the fictistorians, provided that only they 
or their publishers properly label their wares. Otherwise, grasping the essence of such 
offerings is much like trying to rivet boiled okra to a vapor trail. Which said, brings 
us to the subject of Mr. Davis's Richmond, a veritable punch bowl of neverism con- 
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cocted by Mr. Stanley Kimmel and by him dispensed from a bucket-sized ladle, with 
all rights reserved. An extraordinary craftsman, neither inconvenienced by a fact nor 
incommoded by a style, Mr. Kimmel must be acclaimed of his sort the first among 
peers. From the time that he launches his narrative (this is with the arrival in Rich- 
mond of a Mr. Jefferson Davis, who possesses a “piercing” blind eye) until he lets us 
down at Appomattox he continually excites in his reader the query, “Good Lord, what 
next?” 

To sample at random the ingredients from which this heady stuff is brewed, West 
Virginia is a “slave state” that does not secede from the Union (p. 27); Mr. Davis 
participates in the first battle of Manassas (p. 60), but it is probable that his jealousy 
of General Lee keeps the latter from being also on the field (p. 65); “O I'm a Good 
Old Rebel” is a “popular Confederate song” (p. 69); the code duello is revived in the 
South during the war and so resurrects “an era believed to have passed away” (p. 94); 
the death of former President John Tyler is a “calamity” to the Confederate cause (p. 
99); Crawford's statue of Washington stands near the “entrance” of the Capitol (p. 
103); there is shipping on the “Kanawha Canal” (p. 145); Davis loses all hope of 
Southern independence in the autumn of 1864 (p. 183); the Confederate works before 
Petersburg are not manned during much of the winter of 1864-1865 (p. 185), possibly 
because the siege of that city does not begin until near “the end of March,” 1865 (p. 
190); and finlly, Davis turns out to be a craven coward (p. 192). 

The titillation accompanying an examination of Mr. Kimmel's masterpiece is inten- 
sified by the volume’s being profusely illustrated with more than 200 “rare” repro- 
ductions — rare to fictistory, that is, but the most of them readily available elsewhere. 
Yet even here Mr. K. has the advantage of his dull and fact-shackled opposite, because 
he, having selected his illustrations, can flop, crop, and miscaption them as fancy dic- 
tates. The results are, of course, arresting — pure reader adventure. Would you like to 
view the White House of the Confederacy on the wrong side of Clay Street? See 
page 26. Would it amuse you to witness General John H. Winder playfully disguised 
as General Charles S. Winder? Glance at page 108. Or are you the type to be enter- 
tained at scanning scenes on which the real Mr. Davis could never have set eye. The 
opportunities to exercise your risibility are plural. 

Although there are several possible methods of avoiding actuality, Mr. Kimmel’s 
individual technique consists of repeating the misinformation of contemporary news- 
papers. And he manfully refuses to be chained even to these slender sources; or if he 
copies accurately, the quartermaster general of Virginia did once straight-facedly adver- 
tise for mules “14 to 15% inches high.” (p. 35.) In further persistent pursuit of his- 
torical chastity, the author side-steps the reading of scores of reliable general works, 

i ies, memoirs, military-unit histories, battle and campaign reports, or official 
records — a blunder that, if committed, would have added to his opus the distortion of 
color and the imbalance of depth. It is, consequently, only a minor surprise to find him, 
when once he brushes against the Old World, coming up with Giuseppe Garibaldi 
as an “Emperor hero.” (p. 51.) 

In spite of the qualities of this remarkable work, it is to be feared that there are some 
who will not appreciate it for what it is. 

Rosert L. 
The Papers of James Madison 
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The Angry Scar: The Story of Reconstruction. By Hopprvc Carrer. Garden City: 
Doubleday & Company, 1959. 425 pp- $5.95. 


Tuts latest addition to the “Mainstream of America” series is a highly readable ac- 
count of the tumultuous days which followed fast upon the close of the Civil War. 
Mr. Carter, stylistic craftsman that he is, has fashioned a narrative whose sweep and 
flow will attract a sizeable audience of readers, many of whom, no doubt, will come 
to share his conviction that “it has been almost as unfortunate for our nation that 
the North has remembered so little of Reconstruction as that the South has remem- 
bered so much.” 

This volume is written principally in terms of the people, white and black, native 
and nonnative, who led and misled the South during her time of trouble. Yet the 
national setting is not ignored; generous attention is given to the chief architects of the 
Reconstruction scheme at the national level, along with the programs they proposed. 
Disregarding the conventional dates assigned the period, the author has brought the 
story down to 1890, largely to suggest how and why so many of the Negro’s postwar 
gains failed to survive the turn of the century. 

For those who see the legacy of Reconstruction stil] alive in the South of today, Mr. 
Carter's treatment of those days of drama will prove timely; and for all those who 
enjoy vigorous, incisive writing, his narrative talents will prove a delight. 

But his book is far more satisfying for its literary than for its historical merit. Writ- 
ten without benefit of a single primary source, it is by its own profession an attempt at 
“an interpretive synthesis of a considerable body of writing on the Reconstruction 
period.” As such, it adds little that is new to either our knowledge or our understand- 
ing of this epoch of the American past. 

Relying so extensively upon what others have had to say, Mr. Carter at times be- 
comes rudderless in his approach, veering first to the viewpoint of the revisionist group 
of historians, and then to that of the older Dunning school. His recognition of the _ 
positive achievements of the Radical governments in the South, for example, is quite 
in accord with the best of recent scholarship; yet in portraying a scene of riotous 
corruption in South Carolina, he quotes generously from the polemic of James S. 
Pike, which he labels a “classic account,” despite the fact that Robert S. Durden's 
study of 1957 thoroughly demolished Pike's credibility as a witness. Moreover, his 
bibliography suggests that he has overlooked some of the better writings about the 
period, among them the works of such historians as Charles W. Ramsdell, Ella Lonn, 
Vernon L. Wharton, and George B. Tindall. 

As a piece of literature the work is a stirring and timely reminder of the long shad- 
ow cast by Reconstruction into the present; but as one of fundamental historical in- 
quiry, it is disappointing in its efforts to meet the challenge of its theme. 


Oglethorpe University Martin 


Madison College: The First Fifty Years, 1908-1958. By Raymonp C. Dincrepre, Jr. 
Harrisonburg: Madison College, 1959. xii, 315 pp. $3.50. 


Tus book should be of interest to all who are concerned with education in Virginia 
and of special interest to former students of Madison College. The author presents 
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in great detail the events leading to the establishment of the Normal School at Har- 
risonburg in 1908 and the development of the institution, its faculty, its students, and 
its campus life. 

Dr. Dingledine has made an exhaustive study of source material such as minutes 
of the board, faculty minutes, the records of student organizations, and college files. 
It is doubtful if any institution has a more complete record of its history. 

The author points out that in 1908, as at present, there was a great need for more 
well-prepared teachers for the public schools. There were then four state colleges for 
men and only one normal school for women (Farmville), The proposal to establish a 
second normal school met with favor in the General Assembly, but there arose imme- 
diately competition between localities. Finally, under the leadership of the late Senator 
George B. Keezell and others, normal schools were provided for at Harrisonburg and 
at Fredericksburg with the promise that at a later legislative session another would be 
established at Radford. 

At the beginning it was provided that the new State Normal and Industrial School 
would be under the control of a board of ten citizens appointed by the Governor with 
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction as an ex-officio member. Later the 
institution was placed under the State Board of Education. 

Julian A. Burruss of Richmond, Head of the Manual Training Program in Richmond 
city schools and a graduate of V.P.I. and Columbia University, was selected as the 
first president. He planned wisely and in great detail, and placed the school on a 
firm basis. Ten years later he became president of V.P.1. 

The second president, the resourceful Samuel Page Duke, a Randolph-Macon Col- 
lege graduate, served for thirty years. He developed the campus, strengthened and 
enlarged the faculty, and fought for adequate salaries. 

In 1949 Dr. Duke retired, and the then Superintendent of Public Instruction, G. 
Tyler Miller, became president. Dr. Miller has strengthened and enlarged the faculty 
and the institution, and has been tireless in his efforts to build a college of high quality 
well fitted to serve the interests of the Commonwealth. 

In 1917-1918 all high school work was discontinued. In 1924 the four normal schools 
became teachers colleges offering degrees. In 1935 the colleges were authorized to offer 
liberal arts degrees, and in 1938 the State Teachers College at Harrisonburg became 
Madison College. 

From its origin as a normal school, Madison College has numbered on its faculty 
many distinguished men and women. Space does not permit mentioning all of them, 
but among them was W. T. Sanger, Professor of Psychology and Education and later 
registrar and first dean of the college. Afterwards he became the distinguished president 
of the Medical College of Virginia. And then there was John W. Wayland, noted 
historian, who has written so interestingly of Shenandoah Valley history, and who 
served the college long and well. 

The author has recorded in great detail a story that should be helpful to school and 
college administrators and should be of special interest to the alumnae and former 
students of this fine institution which is one of the great assets of the Commonwealth. 


Dasney S. Lancaster 
Millboro Springs, Virginia 
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VIRGINIANA 


PICTURES OF ALL TYPES + BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, NEWSP 
MANUSCRIPT MATERIAL + CONFEDERATE MATERIAL 


Bought and Sold 
CHESAPEAKE BOOK COMPANY 


VinciInia 


COMPLETE SET RICHMOND 
Southern Historical BOOK SHOP 
Society Papers 119 E, 

$400.00 f.0.b. RicxMonp 19, VincINiA 
COLLECTORS’ 
OLD BOOK SHOP 


26 N. Seventh Street 
Ricumonp 19, 


Books Bought, Sold, Exchanged 
Civil War + Virginiana + Religious 


THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
announces the publication of the 


Proceedings of the 
Second Confederate Congress 


Second Session in part: 15 December 1864—18 March 1865 
Edited by Franx E. Vanpiver 
being Volume LII of the 
Southern Historical Society Papers 
$7.50 paper bound postpaid. 


THIS IS THE FINAL VOLUME OF THE SERIES. 


VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
428 North Boulevard Richmond 20, Virginia 


Please mention the Vincinia Macazine when writing advertisers 
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Kank $44 


* Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. Vill, pp. 291-292. 
Original in the possession of the Virginia Historical Society. 


‘ 
nichmond and Manchester hate 
is very considerable 
That was 1791, and the merchants and 
inhabitants were becoming acutely aware of the 
need for banking facilities within the \n 
as petitioning the Bank of the ynited States to ap 
establish ranch, they pointed out that-— 
,the Trade of Richmond and Manchester is 
very considerable. and both of these places 4 
being situated the Falls of James River and 
supported by extensive fertile and improving 
Back Country: may be expected rapidly 
Er Richmond has increased far beyond the ; 
expectations of its merchants in 1791- Banking 
facilities, 8° urgently requested: have kept 
3 4 pace with commerce, and First and Merchants 
td first in serving the trade winich remain’ 
“very considerable 
¥ M 
ERCHANTS 
NATION AL BANK oF RICHMOND 
hh Established surplus Over $20,000,000 
as 
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THE LIFE 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF VIRGINIA 


SINCE 1671 + RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


A, 

: O 


Maus 
“A 
= 
ae 
= 


ay 


